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How to use tHis book

the information 
The first 13 pages are full of information that you’ll find helpful when making your choices. Use this section to get 
answers to some frequently asked questions and definitions for some words you will need to know for high school 
planning. You’ll also find information on state requirements, grading, attendance, and testing, plus sections on learning 
opportunities, athletics, and extracurricular activities.

the postsecondary plan 
If you’re looking at college or technical school after high school, this section includes some need-to-know information. 
Look for a year-by-year checklist, information on testing, a college planning worksheet, and a section to review with 
your family on financial aid.

the Four-Year Plan 
Your Four-Year Plan is a checklist that covers everything you’ll need to graduate from high school, including courses, 
credits, and tests. 

the worksheets 
This book is full of worksheets for planning each year, reviewing what you’ve accomplished, keeping a running log of 
your grades, and listing the activities, teams, clubs, and offices in which you’ve participated. These will help you map 
out the high school experience you want to have, achieve it, and have the information handy when applying for college 
or career opportunities. College and scholarship applications can be detailed, so keep up with these completed work-
sheets and you’ll have all your information in one place when you need it.

the icons 
Look for these symbols throughout “The Choice Book.” Indicating each of the eight subject areas, these icons appear in 
the Four-Year Plan, on the worksheets, and in the curriculum section. Use them to help you navigate quickly through 
the curriculum section. When they appear in the top outside corner of a page, courses in that subject area appear on 
that page. If the subject changes on that page, the icon changes in the margin.

language arts health/physical education

mathematics modern/classical language

science fine arts 

social studies technical education

the curriculum 
This comprehensive listing includes all courses offered in high school in Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS). 
Each course description includes information about prerequisites, required tests, and more. However, not all courses 
are offered at all Gwinnett high schools. Check with your counselor to see which courses are available to you.

the online resources 
Throughout this book, you’ll find references to great online resources for career and college planning, financial aid, test 
preparation, and academic support. Don’t miss the detailed information about Media Resources inside the back cover, 
with space to record username and password information that will give you access to the school system’s extensive 
online subscription library… from wherever you study.

The Choice Book is produced by Gwinnett County Public Schools, Department of Communication and Media Relations.
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I want to make sure I’m ready for college. How do I 
decide which classes to take?

The best advice… Challenge yourself to take the tough-
est classes in which you can be successful. You’ll be better 
prepared for success in college and many colleges consid-
er the difficulty of an applicant’s high school curriculum 
in making admission decisions. 

But, how do I decide which courses will be most 
challenging for me?

In the course descriptions in this book (beginning on page 
35), you’ll notice that a number of courses are required— 
for instance, certain courses in math, science, language 
arts, and social studies— and that each class has several 
options or levels, with some offering an accelerated format 
or a more in-depth approach for students who excel in 
that area of study. For some courses, especially upper-level 
ones, you may be able to take Advanced Placement (AP) 
classes. Students who take these college-level courses and 
do well on AP exams may earn college credit or skip 
required entry-level classes in college. Talk to your par-
ents, your teachers, your advisor, and your counselor 
about which option best suits your academic strengths and  
prepares you for the courses you’ll take in college.

How can I make sure I’ll do well in my classes?

Get organized early and stay that way. Don’t wait to get 
help if you think you need it or are falling behind. Your 
teachers, your counselor, your advisor, and your family 
will all be behind you and encouraging you to do your 
best work from the first day, but a lot of your success in 
high school depends on you!

What are some things I can do at home?

Be organized, and keep up with homework assignments 
and projects. Study class lecture notes to review what 
was taught in class, even when you do not have assigned 
homework in a subject. Begin studying for a test several 
days ahead so you have time to review the material and 
retain it.

If I am not doing well in a course, what should I do?

The first step is to speak with your classroom teacher and 
set up a time after school (or during school, depending 
upon your schedule) for extra help from your teacher. You 
also may sign up for student tutoring sessions if they are 
available at your school. If you need additional sugges-
tions, speak with your advisor or schedule an appoint-
ment with your school counselor.   

If I am failing a class, can I drop it mid-semester?

No. Dropping a class mid-semester is not an option.

How do I make up a course if I fail?

Courses can be made up during summer school, through 
School-Plus or Phoenix High courses after the school day, 
or through Gwinnett County Online Campus. Students 
may not take two language arts classes at the local school 
to make up a failed class until the 12th grade, and then 
only on a space-available basis. See your counselor or 
advisor for more information. 

If a student fails a course and retakes the course, is 
the first failed grade cancelled out?

No. Once a student earns a semester grade, it will never 
be removed from the academic record (transcript). 
Required courses must be retaken if failed. Both semester 
grades will be a part of the academic record and the high 
school grade percent average, and also will be considered 
for HOPE Scholarship eligibility.

Do high schools award grades for “effort”?

No. High school students do not earn effort grades. 
Semester grades reflect your academic achievement in the 
class.

When are final exams and how much do these grades 
count in my semester grades?

Final exams have two parts— performance and written. 
The performance portion counts 5% and the written por-
tion counts 15% of the final semester grade. Final written 
exams are given the last few days of the semester and each 
exam is approximately two hours long. Students take two 
exams per day. High school students are released early on 
these exam days. For courses with a state-required End of 
Course Test, that exam is the written final and accounts 
for 15% of the final semester grade.

What tests do I have to pass in before I graduate?

You will take the High School Gateway in the spring of 
your 10th grade year. It includes four sections that must 
be passed: Science, Science/Language Arts, Social Studies, 
and Social Studies/Language Arts. You will take the four 
sections of the Georgia High School Graduation Tests 
in 11th grade, including subtests in the areas of Science, 
Social Studies, Math, and English; and the Georgia High 
School Writing Test. Students are given multiple oppor-
tunities to retake sections of these tests if they are not suc-
cessful in passing them the first time.

FrequentlY asked questions
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Can I participate in graduation if I fail a required 
course prior to graduation?

Students may not participate in the May graduation 
ceremony if they have not passed ALL required course-
work. Students who have passed all required coursework 
but have failed portions of the Georgia High School 
Graduation Tests, the Georgia High School Writing Test, 
or the Gateway Test may participate in the May gradua-
tion ceremony, receive a High School Certificate, and con-
tinue to retake the portion(s) of these tests until passed. 
At that time, the student will be given his or her diploma 
and high school graduation will be confirmed.

What is the difference between the SAT and the ACT 
college-entrance exams?

SAT— Greater emphasis on vocabulary and abstract 
thinking. Math content covers Geometry, Algebra I, and 
Algebra II. No Science questions. Reading Comprehen-
sion focuses on interpretation and on abstract, analogous 
thinking. The essay is required. Grammar section results 
included in writing score. The testing time is longer.
(www.collegeboard.com)
ACT— Greater emphasis on academic content and 
comprehension. Math content covers Geometry, Algebra 
I, and Trigonometry. Reading Comprehension focus is 
straightforward and content-based, and includes gram-
mar questions. The Science section includes graphs and 
table analysis, and correlations and analysis. The essay is 
optional. Greater emphasis on timed sections. The testing 
time is shorter. (www.act.org) 

Are PE and Health required courses? Do I have to take 
them in 9th grade?

Yes, Introduction to Lifetime Fitness (PE) and Introduc-
tion to Health are required for graduation. You do not 
have to take these courses in 9th grade, although that 
schedule is best for most students. Students who want 
room in their schedules for extra electives— for example, 
art, music, or technology— may choose to take PE and/
or Health during the summer before or after 9th grade 
through face-to-face summer school classes or through 
Online Campus. (See page 10 for more information.) In 
addition, students earning three credits of Junior Reserve 
Officer Training Corps (JROTC) fulfill the PE/Health 
requirement for graduation.

When will I get the drug and alcohol certificate I need 
for my driver’s license?

During Health class , you will participate in a one-week 
seminar on drugs and alcohol, called the Alcohol and 
Drug Awareness Program (ADAP). You will receive a 

certificate to show you completed the course. Keep the 
certificate, as you will need it when you apply for your 
driver’s license. You also must contact the registrar at your 
school to request a certificate of attendance. You will need 
the ADAP certificate and certificate of attendance to apply 
for a driver’s license. (These certificates are not required 
when you apply for a learner’s permit.) For complete 
information on driver’s license requirements, go to the 
Department of Driver Services web site 
(http://www.dds.ga.gov/ADAP/index.aspx).

How many years of foreign language should I take?

A minimum of two years of coursework in the same 
modern or classical language is required for admission to 
Georgia four-year colleges and universities. Many students 
enjoy language courses and continue to take them for four 
years. Specific out-of-state colleges require up to four years 
of modern or classical language study. Beginning study of 
another language in the 9th grade allows you to take 
additional years of study if you want or need these classes.

What electives can I choose from?

You may take elective courses in academic areas, fine arts, 
technical education, and fitness.

I’m interested in technical education classes. What do 
I need to know?

Careful planning is required if a student wants to include 
a concentration of technical classes in his or her high 
school schedule. If you are interested in taking courses at 
Maxwell High School of Technology or in the Grayson 
High School Technical Education Program, schedule an 
appointment with your school counselor to determine 
when you can best fit these courses into your high school 
schedule. Find an overview of available technical education 
courses on pages 54–69. 

How important is it to be involved in extracurricular 
activities, such as clubs, sports, and volunteer projects?

Counselors recommend that all students participate in one 
or more extracurricular activity while in high school. Stu-
dents who are involved in activities feel more connected 
to the school. Also, colleges and scholarship committees 
frequently request information on extracurricular partici-
pation and demonstrated leadership while in high school.

What is the purpose of the advisement class?

During your advisement class, your advisor will discuss 
topics with you related to school, graduation, and career 
planning. In advisement, you’ll receive progress reports, 
report cards, test results, and other school information.
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ACCEl Program (Dual Enrollment): This program 
allows students to pursue postsecondary study at 
approved public and private colleges and technical 
colleges while receiving both high school and college 
credit for courses successfully completed. The program 
pays for tuition and mandatory fees, and provides 
participating students with a book allowance, in keeping 
with the benefits provided by the HOPE Scholarship 
Program. See page 10.

Accreditation: The recognition by an outside agency 
that a school maintains certain standards which enables 
students to qualify for admission to other accredited 
institutions. The school system is accredited by the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Council 
on Accreditation and School Improvement (SACS 
CASI).

ACT: A college-admissions test covering English, 
Reading, Science Reasoning, and Mathematics. See page 
17.

Advisement Program: A structured, non-graded 
portion of the day in which students receive school 
information and discuss grade-level appropriate topics 
with their advisor. 

Agenda Book: An organizational tool for students  
that includes the school handbook, calendar of school 
events, assignment book, and reference information.

AKS (Academic Knowledge and Skills): Gwinnett’s 
custom, Board-approved curriculum that spells out the 
essential things students are expected to know and be 
able to do for each subject at each grade level. 

AP (Advanced Placement): Rigorous, college-level 
coursework taken in high school. Students who make a 
3 or better (1–5 scale) on an AP exam at the end of the 
school year may earn college credit or skip entry-level 
college classes. See pages 5, 10, 17, and 34.

Application for Graduation/Senior letter: A written 
report detailing a senior’s progress toward meeting 
graduation requirements that is sent to the parent or 
guardian during the fall semester 

Articulation Program: A  program that allows high 
school students to receive college credit for technical 
courses they completed while in high school. The 
articulation process eliminates the need for duplication 
of courses at the college level.

Career Pathway: A grouping of courses in Technical 
Education that provides knowledge and skills to use in 
postsecondary studies and in the workplace. Careful 
planning is required if a student wants to include 
technical classes in his or her high school schedule. See 
your advisor or school counselor for more information. 
See page 54.

Class Rank: A student’s standing based on his or her 
cumulative grade percent average as compared with 
that of other members of the class. In a class of 100, the 
student with the highest grade percent average would be 
ranked Number 1 and the lowest Number 100.

College Board: The organization that provides college-
entrance testing, such as SAT Reasoning Test, SAT 
Subject Tests, TOEFL, PSAT, and AP exams. See page 16.

Core Courses: Refers to both required and elective 
courses in Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and 
Social Studies. (For college-admissions standards, 
Modern/Classical Language credits also are included in 
the Core Course category.)

Credit Recovery: An optional, alternative opportunity 
for students to make up coursework previously failed.

Credits/Units: The terms “credits” and “units” are 
used interchangeably to identify how much each course 
passed counts toward meeting the 23 credits/units 
required for graduation from high school. 

CSS Profile: A financial aid form required by many 
private colleges, in addition to FAFSA. See page 20.

Cumulative Grade Percent Average (GPA): The 
average of all of a student’s course GPAs in every high 
school course he or she has taken. For example, a student 
with A’s and B’s might have a cumulative GPA of 94%.

words You need to know…
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Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA): The average 
of all of a student’s course GPAs in every high school 
course the student has taken, using 4 for an A, 3 for a B, 
etc. For example, a student with A’s and B’s might have a 
CGPA of 3.4.

Early Action (EA): Students who apply to college by an 
early fall date (who meet higher entrance expectations) 
may receive a non-binding acceptance letter from the 
college prior to winter break. 

Early Admissions: Any accelerated student who has 
met all Gwinnett County Public Schools and Georgia 
graduation requirements may apply to college at the 
beginning of his or her junior year or earlier. Few 
students are candidates for early admission and are 
handled on a case-by-case basis. 

Early Decision: An agreement between college and 
applicant that indicates a student will attend the college 
if he or she is accepted early in the fall. Early decision 
programs are usually binding. Early Decision is not 
an obligation to be taken lightly, since schools honor 
one another’s binding decisions. Only students whose 
decision would not be contingent on receiving a certain 
level of financial aid should consider this option.

End of Course Tests (EOCT): Tests that measure 
learning of the statewide curriculum in selected 
courses to ensure that high academic standards are 
being met in all Georgia high schools, as required 
by the State Board of Education. See pages 8 and 9.

Elective Courses: Classes that may be selected 
by the student and are included in the 
23 credits required for high school 
graduation. 

Eligibility: Mandatory guidelines 
for student participation in 
sports and extracurricular 
activities. Check with your 
local school athletic director 
for details. See page 13.

English to Speakers of Other 
languages (ESOl):  
A program providing an 
opportunity for students whose 
primary or home language is 

not English to acquire proficiency while continuing to 
learn the curriculum. See pages 10, 34, and 70.

English language learners (Ells): Students 
whose first language is not English and whose lack of 
proficiency in English (as determined by the WIDA-
ACCESS Placement Test) limits their successful 
participation in the regular classroom. See pages 10  
and 70.

Fee Waiver: A form available to students with a low 
family income. The Fee Waiver Form is submitted 
instead of money when applying for college testing or 
admission. See page 16.

Financial Aid: Money, which may be derived from 
a variety of sources (grant, loan, scholarships, work-
study), that helps pay college costs. The “package” of 
funds is determined by family financial need and the 
availability of funds. See pages 18–21.

Four-Year Plan: An outline of the courses a student 
plans to take while in high school. The plan will take 
into consideration the student’s academic history, career 
goals, interests, and plans for additional education 

beyond high school. See pages 23–24.

Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA):  
A form required by most colleges when 
applying for financial aid, including federal 

loans and other aid. Requests financial 
information from the current year tax return 
for the student and student’s parents/guardians. 

This form also may be used for HOPE 
application eligibility. See pages 18–20.

Gateway: An essay test that measures 
a student’s ability to write effectively 
about Science and Social Studies 

AKS covered in 9th and 10th 
grades. The test is taken in spring 

of the 10th grade year.  
See page 9.

GCPS: Acronym for Gwinnett 
County Public Schools.
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Georgia Alternative Assessment (GAA): A 
standardized portfolio assessment designed to assess 
the achievement of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities, based on alternate achievement standards. 
The expectation of performance differs in complexity 
from a grade-level achievement standard.

Georgia High School Graduation Tests (GHSGT):  
A series of four content-area exams that all high school 
students in Georgia must pass to graduate. The GHSGT 
is taken in 11th grade and tests in the areas of Language 
Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies. The 
Georgia High School Writing Test (below) also is 
required. See page 9.

Georgia High School Writing Test (GHSWT): Students 
are asked to produce a composition of no more than two 
pages on an assigned topic. The test is administered first 
in the fall of 11th grade. The GHSGT also is required.  
See page 9.

Gifted Courses: Accelerated and rigorous coursework 
for students who qualify for Gifted Education services. 
See page 34.

Gifted Education: A program of education designed for 
students who demonstrate a high degree of intellectual 
and creative ability, who exhibit an exceptionally high 
degree of motivation, and/or who excel in specific 
academic fields, and who need special instruction and/
or special services to achieve their potential. Gifted 
Education classes are available to students who meet 
specific eligibility criteria established by the Georgia 
Board of Education. See page 34.

GIVE Centers: Gwinnett County’s alternative schools 
for students who are serving long-term suspensions 
from their home schools. See page 10.

Governor’s Honors Program: A six-week, summer 
residential program that offers an enriching and 
challenging educational opportunity for exceptional high 
school students. This highly selective program requires a 
teacher’s nomination and an extensive interview process 
for eligible sophomores and juniors.

Honors Courses: Coursework designed at an advanced 
level or pace for students who excel in that content area. 
See page 34.

Honors Graduate: A distinction earned by seniors 
whose cumulative grade percent average is 90% or above 
at a designated point prior to graduation.

HOPE Grant: (Helping Outstanding Pupils 
Educationally) An educational funding program 
through the Georgia Lottery. The HOPE Grant pays 
tuition, mandatory fees, and book allowance for 
qualified students who are enrolled in eligible diploma 
or certificate programs at public technical colleges and 
institutes in Georgia. No specific high school grade point 
average is required for the HOPE Grant. See www.gsfc.
org for more information. See page 18.

HOPE Scholarship: An educational funding program 
through the Georgia Lottery. The HOPE Scholarship 
pays tuition, mandatory fees, and book allowance for 
eligible students (HOPE grade point average of 3.0+ 
in core classes) who are enrolled in public colleges and 
universities in the state of Georgia. Eligible students 
enrolled in a Georgia private college or university may 
qualify for a $3,000 HOPE Scholarship plus a $900 
Georgia Tuition Equalization Grant. See www.gsfc.org for 
more information. See page 18.

Hospital/Homebound (Teleclass): A program offered 
to students who cannot attend in a regular setting due 
to illness or accident. To participate in the program, 
students must expect to be absent from school for 
at least 10 consecutive school days. Check with your 
counselor for the necessary form to enter the program. 
See page 11.

International Baccalaureate (IB) Program: A rigorous, 
comprehensive curriculum for highly motivated college- 
bound students. Students who complete the program 
earn the IB diploma in addition to the diploma issued by 
the State of Georgia. See page 11.

Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (JROTC): A 
four-year progressive program of leadership training and 
development, open to all students in grades 9–12. GCPS 
offers JROTC units at four locations— Air Force units at 
Shiloh High and North Gwinnett High, a Navy unit at 
Duluth High, and a Marine unit at Parkview High. Stu-
dents attending other schools may take JROTC by travel-
ing to these schools for part of each day or transferring 
to one of the schools full time. Students who complete 
three years of JROTC fulfill the Health and Physical 
Education requirement for graduation. See page 63.
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NCAA Clearinghouse (Eligibility Center): Reviews 
high school transcripts and SAT/ACT test scores of 
students offered NCAA Division I and II scholarships to 
make sure all NCAA requirements are met. See pages 13 
and 15.

Online Courses: Offered through Gwinnett County 
Online Campus (GCOC), these required or elective 
courses are available as a part of or outside a student’s 
regular schedule. See your counselor for more 
information. See page 11.

Postsecondary: Referring to college or technical 
college/institute coursework. See pages 14–22.

Prerequisites: Courses, test scores, recommendations, 
and/or grade level that must be completed or acquired 
before taking the next sequential course, grade, etc. See 
page 35.

Private College or University: A school that is 
not supported by state taxes; also referred to as an 
independent college. 

PSAT/NMSQT (Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholar Qualifying Test): A shortened version of the 
SAT offered in October for high school students in 
grades 10 and 11. To be considered for the National 
Merit Scholarship program, students must take the PSAT 
during the junior year. See page 16.

Public College or University: A college or university 
that is supported by state funding and must follow state 
guidelines.

Required Courses: Specific courses that must be 
successfully completed prior to high school graduation. 
These courses must be retaken if not passed the first  
time. 

SAT Reasoning Test: A college-admissions exam 
measuring critical reading and math in addition to 
proficiency in writing. See page 16.

School-Plus Classes Formerly known as 7th period:  
An opportunity for students to retake a course they 
have previously failed in order to receive credit. This 
opportunity is provided after the end of the school 
day, through the community school. There is a fee for 

these courses. Check with your local community school 
director. Courses may vary from location to location. See 
page 12.

Semester: An 18-week instructional period during  
which students earn .5 credits (traditional schedule)  
or 1.0 credits (block schedule) for each course passed. 
The school year is comprised of two semesters.

Student Disciplinary Hearing: A hearing in which a 
student receives formal due process in a disciplinary 
matter. A hearing officer hears the evidence presented 
and has the authority to make decisions, ranging from 
returning the student to the local school to giving a 
one-year suspension to recommending to the Board of 
Education a student’s permanent expulsion. 

Summer School: A shorter, more intensive session 
offering students the opportunity to repeat or take 
additional courses required for high school graduation, 
either face-to-face at a school or online through 
Gwinnett County Online Campus. See page 12.

Technical Education: Elective courses that focus 
on knowledge and skills that prepare students for 
postsecondary studies and for work in business and 
technical fields. See pages 11–12 and 54–69.

TOEFl (Test of English as a Foreign language):  Some 
colleges and universities require international students 
to earn a minimum score on this test in order to take 
regular courses.

Transcript: The complete record of all high school 
courses taken and grades earned. A student’s transcript 
contains his or her cumulative record.

Tuition: A fee that is paid for instruction in a school, 
college, or university. 

Variance: An application process which may adjust the 
Georgia High School Graduation Tests requirements for 
eligible students without disabilities. See page 9.

Waiver: An application process which may adjust the 
Georgia High School Graduation Tests requirements for 
students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) 
and identified disabilities. See page 9.
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state oF GeorGia  
Graduation requirements

Areas of Study Required Units 

English/Language Arts 4*

Mathematics 4*

Science 4*
(The 4th science unit may be used  
to meet both the science and  
an elective requirement .)

Social Studies 3*

Modern/Classical Language and/or  3* 
Technical Education and/or Fine Arts

Health and Physical Education 1

Electives 4

Total Units (Minimum) 23

*  For admission to Georgia four-year universities, 
students are required to pass specific courses in each 
academic area, including two units of Modern/Classical 
Languages. Core academic courses, both required and 
elective, are included in calculation of the HOPE GPA 
for HOPE Scholarship eligibility.

Gwinnett CountY PubliC sCHools 
GradinG sCale

A = 90% and Above
B = 80%–89%
C = 74%–79%
D = 70%–73%
F = Below 70%

rePorts to Parents
Progress Reports

High school teachers give each student a written report 
of his or her status at the end of each six weeks/nine 
weeks, depending on the student’s school. Parents may 
request a student’s grades at other times as well.

Report Cards

Report cards for first semester are given to students dur-
ing the first two weeks of the following semester. Report 
cards for second semester are available approximately 
seven days after the semester ends.

end oF Course tests
Under requirements of the state Department of Educa-
tion, students enrolled in selected courses in core sub-
jects must take an End of Course Test (EOCT) at the 
completion of the class. This exam counts 15% of the 
final semester grade. EOCTs— required for two courses 
in each core subject area— are designed to hold students 
statewide to the same learning standards. The following 
tests currently are administered in grades 9–12:
Mathematics  Integrated Algebra I (Math I) and  

Integrated Geometry (Math II)
Social Studies  U.S. History and Economics/Business/

Free Enterprise
Science Biology and Physical Science
Language Arts  Freshman Language Arts and Junior 

Language Arts (American Literature)

attendanCe PoliCies
State law requires attendance at school from age 6 to 16. 
Excused absences are defined by state law and include 
only the following:

a. Personal illness, or when attendance in school 
endangers the health of others

b. Serious illness or death in immediate family
c. Recognized religious holidays
d. Student under orders from court or other govern-

ment agency
e. Service as a page in the General Assembly
f. Conditions rendering attendance impossible or 

hazardous to health or safety
g. Up to five excused absences per year for students 

whose parent/legal guardian is in military service 
and is being sent overseas for active duty, on leave 
from active duty, or returning from active duty.

Absences are unexcused for all other reasons, including 
but not limited to:

a. Missing the bus, oversleeping, power outages
b. Vacations, trips, family visits, college visits
c. Car trouble, babysitting, running errands, traffic 

accidents/problems.

Students who miss 30 minutes or more of class will be 
considered absent from that class.

If you don’t attend school regularly, you lose out on 
your education, but you could lose more… Georgia law 
requires schools to report students with 10 unexcused 
absences to the Georgia Department of Motor Vehicles, 
which could result in the loss or denial of a learner’s per-
mit or driver’s license.
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Georgia High School Graduation Tests and      
Georgia High School Writing Test

All students seeking a Georgia high school diploma must 
pass the Georgia High School Graduation Tests (GHS-
GT) in four content areas as well as the Georgia High 
School Writing Test (GHSWT). Students take the gradu-
ation tests for the first time their junior year. The writ-
ing test takes place in the fall, and the tests in English/
Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies 
are administered in the spring. These assessments ensure 
that students who qualify for a diploma have mastered 
essential core academic content and skills. Students must 
pass all five tests to graduate.

Students who do not pass on their first attempt have mul-
tiple opportunities to receive extra help, retake tests they 
didn’t pass, and qualify for graduation before the spring 
of the 12th grade. 

For the writing test in the fall, students produce a com-
position of no more than two pages on an assigned topic. 
The two-hour test administration includes 90 minutes of 
writing and time for planning and editing the paper. The 
four content-area tests in the spring are scheduled one 
per day over four days. Students have 60–90 minutes to 
complete the multiple-choice tests.

A student can apply to the state Department of Education 
to obtain a variance, which adjusts the requirements for 
eligible students without disabilities, or a waiver, which 
adjusts the requirements for students with an Individual-
ized Education Program (IEP) and identified disabilities. 

Gwinnett County Public Schools                            
High School Gateway Assessment 

All students must demonstrate knowledge of Gwin-
nett County Public Schools’ Academic Knowledge and 
Skills (AKS) curriculum. Students receive a booklet that 
lists each of these AKS by course at the beginning of the 
school year. Students must pass the school system’s High 
School Gateway Assessment as a Gwinnett requirement 
for earning a diploma. 

The Gateway Assessment measures students’ ability to 
write effectively about 9th and 10th grade Science and 
10th grade Social Studies AKS. Students write two es-
says— one on a Science topic and one on a Social Studies 
topic. In writing a response, students must use their own 
knowledge about the topic and pull information from 
documents provided. The essays are rated in four areas— 
Science knowledge and concepts, Language Arts/Writing 
skills on the Science topic, Social Studies knowledge and 
concepts, and Language Arts/Writing skills on the Social 
Studies topic. Students have two hours to write each of 
the essays— one per day. 

The assessment is first administered in the spring of the 
10th grade year. Intervention classes are provided to help 
students who do not pass this assessment. Students who 
are not successful on the test the first time have several 
opportunities to retake the assessment before graduation. 
Students must pass all sections of the Gateway to graduate.

End of Course Tests

Students are required to participate in state-mandated 
End of Course Tests (EOCT) to earn credit for eight spe-
cific high school courses. Any student enrolled in and/or 
receiving credit for a course requiring EOCT would par-
ticipate in the assessment at the completion of the course. 
Results of the test count as 15% of the student’s final aver-
age in the semester the test is administered. Retests are 
not given for EOCT unless the student is taking the class 
again for credit.  

The EOCT program includes the following eight con-
tent-area assessments: Integrated Algebra I (Math I), 
Integrated Geometry (Math II), U.S. History, Econom-
ics/Business/Free Enterprise, Biology, Physical Science, 
Freshman Language Arts, and Junior Language Arts 
(American Literature). 
Students must take the 
End of Course Test 
in order to receive 
credit for the courses 
requiring the EOCT.

tests required For Graduation
In order to earn a regular Gwinnett County high school diploma, students must:

•	 Learn	the	AKS	to	earn	the	required	course	credits/units;	
•	 Pass	Gwinnett’s	High	School	Gateway	Writing	Assessment,	which	is	first	administered	in	the	10th	grade;	
•	 Pass	the	Georgia	High	School	Graduation	Tests	(four	content-area	tests)	and	the	Georgia	High	School	Writing	

Test, which are administered in the 11th grade; and  
•	 Fulfill	Georgia’s	graduation	requirements.	(See pages 8 and 23 for details on required classes and credits/units.) 
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otHer learninG oPPortunities
In addition to the variety of courses in the curriculum, Gwinnett County offers on-campus and off-campus programs 
to meet the varied needs of students.

ACCEl Program (Dual Enrollment)
This program is available for students classified as high 
school juniors and seniors. The program allows students 
to pursue postsecondary study at approved public and 
private colleges and technical colleges while receiving 
both high school and college course credit for each col-
lege course successfully completed. Courses are available 
only in the areas of the core graduation requirements:  
English/Language Arts, Mathematics, Social Studies, 
Science, and Foreign Language. The program pays for 
tuition and mandatory fees and provides participat-
ing students with a book allowance. Credit hours paid 
through the ACCEL Program will count toward the 
student’s limit of postsecondary hours covered under  
the state’s lottery-funded HOPE Program. Students  
must take the End of Course Test in order to receive 
credit for courses requiring the EOCT. A student must 
meet certain requirements to maintain extracurricular 
eligibility and eligibility for honor graduate, or class 
ranking as valedictorian (top student in class) or sa-
lutatorian (second in class). Talk to your counselor or 
advisor for details.

Advanced Placement Program

Advanced Placement (AP) classes are college-level 
courses taught during the regular high school day by 
specially trained high school teachers. A wide range 
of AP courses is offered at Gwinnett high schools and 
through the school system’s Online Campus. 

AP courses offer students more rigorous coursework and 
additional academic challenges. Optional subject-specif-
ic AP exams are given at the end of the school year and 
are graded by the College Board. Many colleges either 
award college credit for passing the exams or allow a 
student to be exempt from certain courses. (Please note: 
Some colleges do not honor AP credit. Students should 
check with their college of choice.) Learn more about  
AP testing on page 17 and find more on available courses 
on page 34.

Early Admissions

Any accelerated student who has completed all Gwinnett 
County Public Schools and Georgia graduation require-
ments may apply to college or technical college at the 
beginning of his or her junior year or earlier. A student 

who applies for early admissions must follow the admis-
sions procedures of each institution to which he or she 
chooses to apply. Early admission cases are infrequent 
and are handled on a case-by-case basis. The student also 
must satisfy all high school testing requirements, includ-
ing the state’s End of Course Tests, the Georgia High 
School Graduation Tests, the Georgia High School Writ-
ing Test, and GCPS’ High School Gateway Assessment.

English to Speakers of Other languages (ESOl)

The goal of the English to Speakers of Other Languages 
(ESOL) program is to provide an opportunity for stu-
dents whose primary or home language is not English to 
acquire proficiency while continuing to learn the cur-
riculum. Schools identify those students whose primary 
or home language is not English. Local school or district 
staff administer an English language proficiency test to 
identify students who have limited English skills and 
would benefit from ESOL instruction. The International 
Newcomer Center (INC) at Lawrenceville West is located  
at 495 Maltbie Street in Lawrenceville (770-985-5200). 
The INC provides initial assessment services for middle 
and high school students. The Center also evaluates for-
eign transcripts and advises on placement for newcom-
ers. See page 70 for course descriptions.

GIVE Centers (East and West)

The purpose of the Gwinnett InterVention Education 
(GIVE) Centers is to provide an educational oppor-
tunity for students whose unacceptable behavior has 
excluded them from regular school programs for 10 or 
more days. Students are placed or assigned to the GIVE 
Centers through the Disciplinary Panel process. See 
the “GCPS Student/Parent Handbook” and your school 
handbook for more on the discipline policy. (GIVE East, 
770-338-4855; and GIVE West, 770-326-8000)

Grayson High School Technical Education Program

The Grayson High School Technical Education Program 
provides technical education and training for GCPS 
students who are interested in a range of specialized 
programs in technical sciences, technology, the arts, and 
other career-based instruction. Students have the op-
portunity to earn credits toward graduation in cutting-
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edge programs not offered at their regular high school. 
These technical programs are taught as one- or two-year 
courses, providing students with the knowledge and 
skills needed to enter the workforce, begin apprentice-
ship training, enter a postsecondary technical school, 
or continue toward a college degree. (770-554-7082) See 
page 65 for details about the Grayson program.

Gwinnett County Online Campus  
(www.gwinnettk12online.net)

Students may pay to take online classes as a School-
Plus course outside the regular school day, or may take 
classes free-of-charge as a part of their regular school 
day. Online classes are best suited for students who are 
comfortable learning in a computer-based environment. 
Online classes cover the same AKS curriculum that is 
offered at a traditional school. Generally, the courses fol-
low a 14-week semester during the fall or spring. Online 
summer school closely follows the traditional five-week 
summer school schedule. Interested students must have 
their local school counselor’s approval to take an online 
course. Students register and pay at the Online Campus 
web site. Check online for details. (770-326-8082)

Hospital/Homebound/Teleclass

This program is offered to students who cannot attend 
in a regular school setting due to illness or accident. 
Students must be projected to be absent a minimum of 
10 consecutive school days. Contact your local school 
for the form necessary for entry into the program. 
Course instruction is generally limited to mathemat-
ics and language arts for a maximum of three hours per 
week. Instruction in other areas may be provided on an 
individually determined basis, subject to the availability 

of personnel and funding. Arrangements to meet cur-
ricular needs beyond those provided by Homebound/
Teleclass must be made through the local school Student 
Support Team.

International Baccalaureate Program

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program 
is a challenging academic program for highly moti-
vated, college-bound students. Available at Norcross 
High, the IB program includes two years of pre-IB and 
two years of IB curriculum, leading to the IB diploma. 
The program is comprehensive, covering all academic 
disciplines and theory of knowledge. Requirements for 
the IB diploma, which is offered in addition to the GCPS  
diploma, are structured to meet the entrance require-
ments of universities throughout the world. The IB pro-
gram prepares students for college and encourages them 
to ask challenging questions, develop a strong sense of  
their own identity and culture, and develop the ability to 
communicate with and understand people from other 
countries and cultures. A measure of the IB program’s 
success is its recognition for college credit. A directory 
of schools recognizing this credit is available in the IB 
office at Norcross High. (770-447-2635)

Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (JROTC)

Currently, GCPS offers JROTC programs at four loca-
tions— Air Force units at Shiloh High and North Gwin-
nett High, a Navy unit at Duluth High, and a Marine 
unit at Parkview High. JROTC programs are open to 
students from all Gwinnett schools. Students may take 
core classes  at their home school and travel to the other 
school for JROTC, or may transfer to the JROTC school 
full time. Students provide their own transportation. 
Students earning three credits of JROTC fulfill the state’s 
PE/Health requirement toward graduation. See page 63 
for course descriptions.

Maxwell High School of Technology

Maxwell High School of Technology provides techni-
cal education for students interested in specialty areas, 
including automotive and technical arts, health and 
education, technology, and more. Technical courses in 
15 specialized career fields are taught as one- or two-year 
courses. These courses provide students with essential 
skills needed to enter the workforce, begin apprentice-
ship training, enter a postsecondary technical school, 
or continue toward a college degree. (770-963-6838) See 
page 68 for details about the programs available.
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Phoenix High School

Phoenix High is a choice and complement to the tradi-
tional high school program, designed for students who 
may be unlikely, for a variety of reasons, to reach their 
potential in a traditional setting. A variety of opportuni-
ties are provided for students to develop and demon-
strate the knowledge and skills necessary for fulfilling 
adult roles, while becoming self-confident, independent 
learner. (770-513-6862)
Requirements for Phoenix High:
1. A student must be a resident of Gwinnett County.

2.  A student must be at least sixteen (16) years of age and 
have attended one year of high school.

3. Once a student has enrolled in the Phoenix High pro-
gram, the student may not enroll in a regular school 
prior to the beginning of that school’s next official 
semester.

School-Plus Classes

Community schools, located in each Gwinnett high 
school, and Phoenix High offer students the opportunity 
to retake classes they have previously failed for credit. 
School-Plus (formerly known as 7th Period) courses 
are offered on a space-available basis after the regular 
high school dismissal time. Students enrolled full time 
in Gwinnett County high schools may take one or two 
additional classes at these locations for a fee. Not all 
courses are offered at each community school location, 
so students should contact their local community school 
director for more information.

Special Education Program

Special education programs are available to high school 
students who meet specific eligibility criteria in the 
following program areas: specific learning disabilities, 
intellectual disabilities, emotional and behavioral disor-
ders, speech/language impairments, visual impairments 
and/or deaf/hard of hearing, orthopedic impairments, 
autism, traumatic brain injury, and other health impair-
ments. An Individualized Education Program (IEP) is 

developed for students with disabilities who need special-
ized instruction. The student’s IEP team develops and 
revises his or her IEP in accordance with state and federal 
rules. GCPS follows all due-process procedures required 
by state and federal laws. Special classes are available 
for students who require more structured learning in a 
small-group setting. A critical component of a student’s 
IEP is an Individual Transition Plan, written for each 
student to support his or her transition from school 
to adult life. For further information, call the Special 
Education Department at (678) 301-7110 or send mail 
to: Special Education Department, Instructional Sup-
port Center, 437 Old Peachtree Road NW, Suwanee, GA 
30024-2978. See page 71 for course descriptions.

Summer School

High School Summer School is a fee-based program  
that allows students to take courses to get ahead or to 
make-up a class previously failed. Courses are open to  
all high school students, including selected courses for 
rising 9th graders. Face-to-face classes are offered at 
three high schools. However, transportation is not  
provided. Registration for all summer school courses,  
(face-to-face and online) takes place online at  
www.gwinnett.k12online.net.

Work-Based learning

Work-Based Learning is a useful tool to assist students 
in applying knowledge and skills that are learned in the 
classroom to real-life situations in the workplace. Co-op 
and Internship placement is available for students in 
Family and Consumer Science, Marketing, Business, 
Computer Science, Video Broadcast Journalism, Tech-
nology Education/Engineering, and Careers in Educa-
tion. Students who have completed coursework at Max-
well High School of Technology and/or Grayson High 
School Technical Education Program may be interested 
in participating in the Apprenticeship Program. Con-
tact the Work-Based Learning coordinator at your local 
school or your counselor or advisor for more informa-
tion. See page 62 for course descriptions.
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atHletiCs
Gwinnett’s athletic programs focus on the importance of 
teamwork, how to cope with success and disappointment, 
and necessity of physical well-being. Each high school 
offers the following athletic teams: 
Baseball Varsity, Jr .Varsity, 9th Grade
Basketball Varsity, Jr .Varsity, 9th Grade
Cheerleading Varsity, Jr .Varsity, 9th Grade
Competitive Cheerleading Varsity and Junior Varsity
Cross Country Varsity and Junior Varsity
Football Varsity, Jr .Varsity, 9th Grade
Golf Varsity
Lacrosse* Varsity 
Soccer Varsity and Junior Varsity
Softball (fast-pitch) Varsity, Jr .Varsity, 9th Grade
Swimming and Diving Varsity
Tennis Varsity and Junior Varsity
Track Varsity and Junior Varsity
Volleyball Varsity and Junior Varsity
Wrestling Varsity and Junior Varsity
* Beginning in 2009–10, GCPS will provide coaching 
supplements for varsity lacrosse for all high schools.

eliGibilitY For ComPetition
In Georgia, the governing body for all competitive inter-
scholastic teams is the Georgia High School Association 
(GHSA). The GHSA by-laws state, “All students estab-
lishing eligibility as entering 9th graders are automati-
cally eligible for the first semester.”

All entering 9th graders start with a clean slate and are 
eligible to try out for all GHSA-sanctioned activities at 
the high school. At the end of the first semester and all 
subsequent semesters, a student who wishes to try out 
must pass a minimum of five out of six courses and be on 
track for graduation. 

Note: The GHSA requirements for being on track for grad-
uation and the GCPS promotion policy are not the same. 

Please refer to the high school requirements for promotion 
to see the differences in the requirements.

Students will not be permitted to practice or participate 
in athletic activities on a school day if they have been 
absent for more than one-half of the day or have served 
in-school suspension that day.

Fine arts
Students have numerous opportunities in the following 
visual and performing arts areas: 
Visual Arts Photography
Dance Chorus
Band and Orchestra Theater
By audition, students may participate in the Kendall  
Orchestra and the Gwinnett County Youth Symphony.

aCademiC ComPetition
GCPS high schools have a strong tradition of success in 
academic competitions. Here are just a few competitions 
in which students compete as teams or individuals.
Odyssey of the Mind Quiz Bowl
One-Act Play‡ Academic Decathlon
Science Olympiad Literary‡
Mock Trial Model UN
Reading Rally Debate‡
DECA and other business and technology competitions
‡GHSA-governed extracurricular competitions 

Clubs
Each school’s web site has a list of available clubs. Exam-
ples of clubs found in Gwinnett high schools include:
•	 Academic	clubs	that	focus	on	math,	science,	writing,	

foreign language, technology, business and marketing, 
and other areas of interest.

•	 Service	and	leadership	groups,	and	honor	societies.

•	 Special-interest	clubs,	such	as	debate,	chess,	video	pro-
duction, publications, the environment, and more…

extraCurriCular oPPortunities
Outside of the regular school day, Gwinnett students have many opportunities to participate in extracurricular activi-
ties. For a number of reasons, you’re encouraged to participate in one or more extracurricular activities while you are 
in high school. For one, students who are involved are more connected to their school. For another, extracurricular 
competitions allow you to represent your school and earn recognition for your achievements. Extracurricular activi-
ties offer you a chance to learn something new or learn more about something that interests you, to develop a talent, 
or perform with your peers. Extracurricular activities also give you an opportunity to develop and demonstrate leader-
ship. Following is a general introduction to extracurricular options that may be available. However, offerings vary from 
school to school. Explore the options available at your school and get involved!
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CHoiCes aFter HiGH sCHool
The choices you make now about high school and going on to further your education will affect your income and ca-
reer opportunities for the rest of your life. Here are some numbers about income level, contrasted with unemployment 
rates for the same education levels.

Education level
Annual Income of  

Individuals 25 and older*
Unemployment 

Rate**

High school dropout $18,874 7.1%
High school graduate $27,384 4.4%

Associate’s degree $35,274 3 .0%

Bachelor’s degree $46,435 2 .2%

Master’s degree $55,445 1.8%
Sources:  *U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2007 Annual Social and Economic Supplement;  

**Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Population Survey, 2007

Not to say that going on to a college or university for an associate’s or bachelor’s degree is the right path for everyone. 
It’s not. But it is true that you’ll have more success and satisfaction in whatever career you choose if you pursue more 
training and education in that field after high school. 

Having good options after high school depends on the good choices you make during high school. Make sure you do 
your best work to keep your options open. Whatever you choose, planning will make the difference in how many op-
tions you have, and how easy it is to explore them when the time comes.

tHe PostseCondarY PlanninG Calendar

Freshman Year
•	 Challenge	yourself	to	take	the	hardest	classes	in	which	

you can be successful. Consider an Advanced Place-
ment (AP) class if offered.

•	 Attend	the	Four-Year	Plan	orientation	with	your	
counselor or advisor. Complete your plan and discuss 
it with your family, teachers, advisor, and friends.

•	 Research	career	possibilities	and	required	schooling.

•	 Study,	work	hard,	and	earn	the	best	grades	you	can.

•	 Get	involved	in	extracurricular	activities	and	service	
in your community. Start a portfolio of your best work 
and a record of achievement. See worksheets on pages 
25–32 to help you keep track of your achievements.

Sophomore Year
•	 When	registering	for	this	year’s	classes,	take	the	most	

challenging classes in which you can be successful. 
Consider taking AP classes in your best subject areas.

•	 Participate	in	a	career-interest	activity	with	your	coun-
selor. Discuss results with parents, teachers, and peers. 
Use Career Cruising (www.careercruising.com) at home 
and school to continue to investigate careers.

•	 Take	the	Preliminary	SAT	(PSAT)	in	October	(free	of	
charge) to prepare for college-admissions exams and 
identify your academic strengths and weaknesses.

•	 Attend	college	fairs	in	your	area	and	plan	campus	visits	
to colleges and technical schools. 

•	 If	you	have	an	after-school	or	summer	job,	consider	
saving part of your paycheck for college expenses. 

•	 Stay	involved	in	school	and	community	activities	and	
keep adding to your record of achievement. Save copies 
of report cards, awards and honors, and items for your 
portfolio.

Junior Year
•	 Continue	to	give	your	best	efforts	in	the	classroom.	The	

rigorous classes you registered for in the spring will 
help you develop the knowledge and skills you’ll need 
for college.  

•	 Register	to	take	the	PSAT	in	October	for	a	small	fee	
(approximately $15). The Junior year PSAT is RE-
QUIRED to qualify for National Merit Scholarship 
competition and Georgia’s Governor’s Honors Program.



2008 Choice Book postsecondary planning | 15

•	 Open	a	“My411”	account	online	and	keep	up	to	date	
on HOPE and other student financial aid programs 
available through the Georgia Student Finance Com-
mission by visiting the web site at www.GAcollege411.
org or by calling 1-800-505-GSFC. 

•	 Continue	to	use	web	sites	like	www.careercruising.com 
to research careers. See sections throughout this book-
let for more great online resources.

•	 Read	your	Junior	Newsletter	and	attend	college	fairs.	
Request information from colleges that interest you. 
Look for scholarship opportunities open to juniors. 
Consider visiting colleges with your family during 
breaks from school. 

•	 Try	out	the	FAFSA4caster—	an	online	tool	that	allows	
you to get an early estimate of your federal aid eligibil-
ity. You’ll find it at www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov. 

•	 Register	for	and	take	the	SAT	and/or	ACT	(college-ad-
missions exams) in the winter and spring of this year if 
you plan to go to college. Take one or both of the tests 
again in June if you need or want to raise your scores. 

•	 Meet	with	your	counselor	to	complete	the	Junior	Re-
view of your status toward graduation and to discuss 
your plans for postsecondary education or training after 
high school.

•	 Stay	involved	in	extracurricular	activities.	Apply	for	
leadership positions and add those to your record of 
achievement.

•	 Register	for	NCAA	Clearinghouse	if	you	want	to	be	a	
college athlete at a Division I or Division II school.

•	 Consider	the	ACCEL	Program	(dual	enrollment)	to	
earn both high school and college credit next year.  

•	 Begin	the	application	process	for	a	military	academy	
appointment, if interested. In the fall, request a recom-
mendation from your U.S. senator or representative.

•	 Use	your	summer	wisely:	work,	volunteer,	or	take	a	
summer course.

•	 Continue	adding	to	your	college	savings.

•	 Write	some	of	those	college	application	essays	during	
the summer before your senior year. Collect writing 
samples and assemble portfolios or make audition tapes.

Senior Year
•	 Don’t	let	up!	Maintain	an	academically	rigorous	course	

of study. Colleges look at your senior schedule during 
the application process and may take back an offer of 
admissions if your grades slip second semester.

•	 Stay	involved	in	extracurricular	activities	and	leader-
ship opportunities.

•	 Attend	Application	for	Graduation	session	with	your	
counselor to confirm eligibility for on-time graduation 
and coursework still needed.

•	 Retake	SAT	or	ACT	in	fall.	If	attending	a	technical	or	
two-year college, ask when you should take the COM-
PASS Test for class placement.

•	 Read	your	Senior	Newsletter,	attend	college	fairs	as	
you narrow your choices, and familiarize yourself with 
financial aid information. During the summer before 
and fall of your senior year, make contacts with your 
top-choice schools to show your level of interest. 

•	 Know	the	difference	between	early	action,	early	decision,	
and other admissions programs with early fall deadlines. 
If you feel strongly about a particular school, talk to your 
counselor and consider whether one of these admission 
programs is right for you. Meet all deadlines.

•	 For	regular	admission,	select	colleges	or	postsecond-
ary schools and apply for admission in the fall. Some 
honors programs require separate applications or 
earlier deadlines. Meet all deadlines to ensure that your 
applications will be considered. 

•	 Use	the	record	of	achievement	you’ve	been	updating	 
to help you fill out your college applications. Your 
teachers, counselor, and coaches also may find this 
information to be helpful as they write recommenda-
tions for you.

•	 Request	letters	of	recommendation	and	transcripts	
well in advance of deadlines. Provide stamped and 
addressed envelopes to your teachers, counselors, and 
coaches who are writing recommendations for colleges 
and scholarships.

•	 Apply	for	scholarships	and	keep	an	eye	on	deadlines.	
Many are due in early spring, but some are due in the 
fall of your senior year.

•	 Complete	the	Free	Application	for	Federal	Student	Aid	
(FAFSA) form as soon as possible after January 1. Be 
aware of financial aid deadlines for schools in which 
you are interested. FAFSA or the HOPE Scholarship 
and Grant Application is required for a student to be 
eligible for postsecondary tuition, books, and fees un-
der HOPE at eligible Georgia schools.

•	 	If	applicable,	complete	the	NCAA	eligibility	process,	
including sending final transcript.
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PostseCondarY admissions and PlaCement  testinG
Because colleges, universities, and technical institutes have varying admission policies, students should carefully 
research the admissions requirements for institutions to which they plan to apply. Your school counselor and advisor 
can give you advice on which test(s) may be right for you and how to register. All Georgia public colleges and universi-
ties accept either the SAT Reasoning Test or the ACT Assessment for admission, while private institutions, as well as 
colleges outside of Georgia, may prefer one test over the other. Be aware of the admission and testing requirements and 
deadlines for the schools in which you are interested. 

College-bound students are encouraged to take one or both of these college-admissions tests in the winter or spring of 
their junior year. Some students choose to take the tests more than once to increase their score with additional practice 
and time in the classroom. Most institutions will accept a student’s highest subtest score from different test administra-
tions to combine for the highest composite score. Some students choose to submit scores for both the ACT and the 
SAT to give colleges a more complete picture of their abilities. College-admissions tests require a fee, though fees may 
be waived for students from families with low incomes. Ask your counselor for more information about fee waivers if 
you think you might qualify.

PSAT/NMSQT

The PSAT/NMSQT is a shorter, 130-minute version of 
the SAT. The PSAT includes critical reading, writing, 
and mathematics sections. Administered in October, the 
PSAT serves as a free practice test for 10th graders in 
Gwinnett. For a small fee, GCPS 11th graders have the 
option to take the PSAT in order to qualify for the Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program or the National Merit 
Recognition Program for African American students.  
Only PSAT scores from the 11th grade administra-
tion may be used for these scholarship programs. PSAT 
scores also are required for consideration for the Georgia 
Governor’s Honors Program. Students should ask their 
counselors for specific test dates or check the College 
Board web site at www.collegeboard.com.

SAT Reasoning Test

The SAT Reasoning Test is a national college-admissions 
test accepted by most institutions, including those in the 
University System of Georgia. The SAT consists of three 
parts— Critical Reading, Mathematics, and Writing— 
and requires approximately three hours and 45 minutes 
of testing time. The SAT includes several different ques-
tion types, including a required essay, multiple-choice 
questions, and student-produced responses. For details 
regarding content of this test, registration, test prepara-
tion, test center locations in Gwinnett and metro Atlanta, 
testing dates, and fees, go to the student section of 
www.collegeboard.com.

online resourCes… researCHinG PostseCondarY oPtions

Georgia College 411
(Set up a “My 411” account for  
postsecondary planning.) 
www.gacollege411.org

College Board Online 
www.collegeboard.com

Go College 
www.gocollege.com

Federal Student Aid
(Set up a “MyFSA” to explore  
college and career options.) 
www.studentaid.ed.gov/pubs

Federal Student Aid Publications 
www.studentaid.ed.gov/pubs

Board of Regents of the  
University System of Georgia 
www.usg.edu

American Council on Education
www.KnowHow2Go.org

College is Possible 
www.collegeispossible.org

College Guides 
 www.petersons.com, www.eCampusTours.com
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SAT Subject Tests

SAT Subject Tests are one-hour tests that measure the 
student’s knowledge of a particular subject and his or her 
ability to apply that knowledge. Subject tests are available 
in 23 specific subjects. Some colleges and universities 
require one or more SAT Subject Tests for admission. Be 
aware of SAT Subject Test requirements and deadlines 
for the colleges or universities of your choice. Check 
www.collegeboard.com to learn more about the available 
subject tests, test center locations in Gwinnett and metro 
Atlanta, testing dates, and fees.

American College Test (ACT)

The ACT also is used for college admissions. The ACT 
consists of four multiple-choice tests in English, Mathe-
matics, Reading, and Science Reasoning. Test-takers have 
175 minutes to complete the test. Students also may take 
the optional 30-minute Writing test for an additional fee. 
Go to www.actstudent.org to register and to learn more 
about the test, test preparation, test center locations in 
Gwinnett and metro Atlanta, testing dates, and fees.

Advanced Placement (AP) Exams

Optional subject-specific AP exams are given at the end 
of the school year and graded by the College Board. 
Many colleges either award college credit for passing 
the exams or allow a student to be exempt from certain 
courses. However, some colleges do not honor AP credit. 
Students should check with their college of choice. The 
cost to take each exam is approximately $85. However, 
the state Department of Education currently covers the 
cost of one AP exam per year for each of the state’s AP 
students, subject to funding by the Legislature. (Students 
are required to pay a $10 registration fee.) Students who 
choose to take additional AP exams are responsible for 
the exam fees. Students with documented need may re-
quest financial assistance to cover the additional fees. The 
College Board sponsors the AP program. Learn more 
about the tests, exam fees, exam calendar, and more at 
www.collegeboard.com. 

COMPASS TEST

COMPASS is an untimed, computer-based test that helps 
colleges evaluate skills and place students in appropri-
ate courses. This test does not have a fee for the student. 
COMPASS offers tests in Reading, Writing, Mathematics, 
Writing, and English as a Second Language (ESL). COM-
PASS is not scored in the traditional sense, but rather 
provides a report of a student’s academic strengths and 
weaknesses, allowing for the most appropriate placement 

in college classes and additional support, if needed. Most 
colleges administer COMPASS during freshman orienta-
tion, before students register for classes. In Georgia, tech-
nical colleges (including Gwinnett Technical College), 
most two-year colleges, and many four-year colleges and 
universities use COMPASS in the admissions process. 
Talk to your counselor or advisor to learn more or go to 
www.act.org/compass/student/index.html.

online resourCes… 
PreParinG For ColleGe testinG

One of your best options when preparing for college-ad-
missions tests is www.GAcollege411.org. The state’s free, 
one-stop site— sponsored by a number of state agencies 
and community partners— allows students to “plan, ap-
ply, and pay” for college. 

On the site, you’ll find free, online test preparation 
resources for the SAT, ACT, and COMPASS, including 
tutorials, vocabulary help, and more. In addition, test 
prep is available for the Georgia High School Graduation 
Tests and End of Course Tests. (Note: You must set-up a 
free account to use GAcollege411.)

The following web sites also offer resources, most free. 
Note that some sites, marked with an asterisk, charge a 
fee for using some parts of the site. Look for “Test Prep” 
links on these pages:

www.collegeboard.com 

www.actstudent.org 

www.powerprep.com 

www.careersandcolleges.com 

www.4tests.com 

www.outsonic.com 

www.number2.com

www.kaplan.com*

www.prepusa.net (collection of linked resources*)

www.sat1prep.com (collection of linked resources*)
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ColleGe FundinG
Many funding options are available to help families and students in financing further education after high school 
graduation. While postsecondary costs continue to rise, money is available. However, you have to apply. You and your 
family should review these pages for an overview of available college funding options. You can find additional infor-
mation regarding these and other programs on the web sites listed on page 21, in publications from state and federal 
financial aid agencies, and through your advisor or counselor at your local school. 

TYPES OF FINANCIAl AID
loans: A loan is money that you (or your parents) bor-
row and must repay with interest to the lender. You may 
apply and qualify for federal direct loans, federally guar-
anteed loans from private lenders, institutional (college-
backed) loans, or private loans. It’s important to know the 
differences between loan programs, terms for repayment, 
how interest and fees are calculated, and your rights and 
responsibilities as a borrower. 

Grants: A grant is money that is awarded as financial 
aid that does not have to be repaid (unless, for instance, a 
student withdraws from school before the end of the term 
and owes a refund).

Scholarships: A scholarship is money that is awarded to 
a student who meets the criteria for the award. Scholar-
ships may be a one-time award or renewable if a student 
meets set criteria. Many scholarships are based on some 
combination of leadership, financial need, and/or aca-
demic achievement. For entering college freshmen, high 
school averages and SAT/ACT scores are considered. 
Generally, scholarship money is not repaid, unless the 
student does not fulfill all requirements. Scholarships may 
be offered by a postsecondary institution, agencies, clubs 
and organizations, businesses, and individuals. Gwinnett 
high school students receive announcements regularly 
regarding the availability of scholarships and the criteria 
for selecting scholarship recipients.

Work-Study: Postsecondary work-study programs 
offer jobs to eligible students who show financial need 
and who must earn a part of their educational expenses.  
Work-study is offered as a portion of a student’s finan-
cial aid package. Federal work-study jobs may be on- or 
off-campus. Students are paid at least federal minimum 
wage for federal work-study jobs. Some colleges may offer 
or require work-study programs. Pay and available hours 
may vary for school-based programs.

SOURCES OF FINANCIAl AID

State Financial Aid
Graduates of Georgia high schools may be eligible for state 
aid through the HOPE Program, which offers both scholar-
ships and grants.

HOPE Program

The Helping Outstanding Pupils Educationally (HOPE) 
Program is funded by the Georgia Lottery and provides 
postsecondary financing for qualifying students through 
both the HOPE Scholarship and the HOPE Grant         
programs. To be eligible for HOPE funding (scholarship 
or grant), students must submit a completed Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or a HOPE Scholar-
ship and Grant Application. (Note: The HOPE application 
is accepted only for HOPE funding and only in Georgia. 
If you expect to need federal financial aid, will apply for 
a loan of any kind, or are applying to schools outside of 
Georgia, you should submit the FAFSA instead.) Both 
applications are available online and can be accessed 
through www.GAcollege411.org. Students’ transcripts must 
include their social security number to be eligible for 
HOPE funding. Application confirms eligibility for HOPE 
and is required to receive funding. Following, you’ll find 
more about the HOPE Scholarship and the HOPE Grant:

•	 HOPE	Scholarship:	The HOPE Scholarship is a four-
year program for qualifying Georgia residents (HOPE 
grade point average of 3.0 or higher in required and 
elective core classes). The scholarship pays tuition 
and mandatory fees at in-state public colleges and 
universities, and provides participating students with a 
book allowance. Students must meet certain criteria to 
qualify for the scholarship and to maintain eligibility. 
Eligible students enrolled in a Georgia private college or 
university may qualify for a $3,000 HOPE Scholarship, 
plus a $900 Georgia Tuition Equalization Grant. 

•	 HOPE	Grant:	The HOPE Grant is a program for all 
Georgia high school graduates pursuing a diploma or 
certificate program through an approved public techni-
cal college. The grant pays for tuition and mandatory 
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fees, and provides participating students with a book 
allowance. No grade point average is required, but stu-
dents must meet entrance requirements of the postsec-
ondary institution to which they apply.

Federal Financial Aid
Programs administered by the federal government com-
prise the nation’s largest source of student aid, including 
three types of federal financial aid:

Federal Grants: There are four types of federal student 
aid grants: Federal Pell Grant, Federal Supplemental 
Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG), Academic 
Competitiveness Grant (ACG), and National Science and 
Mathematics Access to Retain Talent (SMART) Grant. 
All federal grants are awarded to students with financial 
need. A student must qualify for a Pell Grant in order to 
receive any of the other three grants. The amount of of-
fered grants is based on financial need, enrollment status, 
and full or partial academic year.

Federal Work-Study (FWS) Program: FWS provides 
jobs for students with financial need. In on-campus jobs, 
students work for the school. Off-campus jobs most often 
are for non-profits or a public agency, emphasizing com-
munity service. A total FWS award is dependent on when 
you apply, your level of need, and your school’s funding 
level. Generally, students are paid by the hour, at least 
once a month, and directly to the student. The amount 
you earn cannot exceed your total FWS award. 

Federal loans: Student (and parent) loans are bor-
rowed money and must be repaid. The U.S. Department 
of Education is the lender for the Direct Loan Program. 
Private lenders, with guarantees from the federal govern-
ment, are the lenders for the Federal Family Education 
Loan (FFEL) Program. Types of loans include Federal 
Perkins Loans, Stafford Loans (subsidized and unsubsi-
dized), and PLUS Loans for Parents. (Note: Interest on a 
subsidized Stafford Loan is paid by the government while 
a student is in school. Interest accrues and is paid by the 
borrower with an unsubsidized Stafford Loan.) Students 
who complete the FAFSA (see Financial Aid Terms You 
Need to Know on page 20) will be considered for both 
the Perkins and Stafford loan programs. To accept the 
loan, the student must sign a legally binding promissory 
note. Parents of dependent students can borrow from the 
PLUS Loan program. Eligibility, award amounts, interest 
rates, and the length of repayment vary for these loans. 
Students are urged to learn more about their options and 
their rights and responsibilities as borrowers before tak-
ing out any loan.  

Find more about these programs from Federal Student 
Aid, an office of the U.S. Department of Education, by 
calling 1-800-433-3243 or go to www.FederalStudentAid.
ed.gov. (A number of useful publications are available 
on the site, along with FAFSA4caster, an online tool to 
estimate your eligibility for federal student aid.)

School-Based Financial Aid
Some colleges and universities offer additional school-
funded financial aid to qualifying students, including 
scholarships, grants, fellowships, and work-study. While 
many institutions automatically consider a student for 
school-based aid— using FAFSA and/or CSS Profile to 
determine eligibility— some schools require additional 
applications, especially for school-funded scholarships 
with specific criteria and qualifications. Be aware of the 
requirements and deadlines of the schools in which you 
are interested.

Other Funding Options
In addition to financial aid available from state and fed-
eral sources and school-based aid, there are some addi-
tional options, including scholarships, private loans, and 
programs that forgive or repay loans based on service or 
work in specified areas. Check out the options in this sec-
tion and talk to your counselor or advisor.

Scholarships from Other Sources: Hundreds of schol-
arships are available from clubs, community organiza-
tions, businesses and corporations, civic groups, founda-
tions, and individuals. However, beware of scholarship 
scams and services that offer to search for scholarships 
for a fee or guarantee that you’ll receive a scholarship. 
This information is available free of charge from many 
reputable sources. Your school maintains a list of scholar-
ships that you may want to pursue. In addition, a number 
of online services compile scholarship opportunities 
that you can tap into at no cost. Here are a few potential 
scholarship resources to keep in mind… Do you work? 
Your employer may have a scholarship program for 
student employees. Does your parent or someone in your 
family belong to an organization or work for a company 
that offers scholarships for family members? Are you 
involved with a club or organization, in or out of school, 
that offers scholarships? Do you have a talent or ability 
that you could turn into scholarship money? The key to 
earning scholarships is to look for the opportunities that 
best meet your strengths and abilities, complete applica-
tions to specifications, and meet deadlines.
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Credit-Based loans from Private lenders: Borrowers 
must be considered credit-worthy in order to be eligible 
for a credit-based loan program. In Georgia, students 
and their families may consider a GA College Alternative 
Loan. These loans are not guaranteed by the federal gov-
ernment. As with any loan, make sure you understand 
terms and conditions of the loan. 

Service-Cancelable loans: Service-cancelable loans 
can be repaid through service in specific fields identi-
fied as critical needs by the agency offering the loan. If a 
student accepts a service-cancelable loan and does not go 
into or stay in the field, or otherwise meet the commit-
ments of the loan, he or she is responsible for repaying 
the loan and interest. In Georgia, teaching and healthcare 
are among the fields that may qualify for such loans. 
Learn more at www.GAcollege411.org.

Federal loan Forgiveness/Deferment/Repayment 
Options: The federal government will forgive (cancel) 
all or part of a federal educational loan under certain 
circumstances. Loan-forgiveness programs are available 
for certain types of volunteer work (AmeriCorps, VISTA, 
Peace Corps), military service, teaching or practicing 
medicine in certain types of communities or with certain 
specialities, some law enforcement work, or meeting 
other criteria specified by the forgiveness program. The 
Federal Student Loan Repayment Program allows federal 
agencies to repay federal loans on behalf of employees to 
help in recruitment and retention efforts. Deferment or 
postponement of federal loan repayment may be avail-
able for qualified borrowers who work in certain fields, 
including teaching. Learn more about all of these options 
on the Federal Student Aid web site. 

FAFSA: Free Application for Federal Student Aid, 
required for any student seeking federal financial aid, 
including federal grants, federally backed student and 
parent loans, and federal work-study. Applying for 
federal student aid is free, as is help completing the 
FAFSA, if needed. To complete the FAFSA, you will 
need information from your family’s federal tax forms 
for the current and previous years. 

Student Aid Report (SAR): A summary of the 
information you provided on the FAFSA. Schools that 
receive your SAR will use this information to deter-
mine your eligibility for financial aid.

Expected Family Contribution (EFC): An amount 
that is used to determine your eligibility for aid, based 
on information provided on the FAFSA. Savings, 
loans, prepaid college accounts, and outside scholar-
ships are among the sources that families may use to 
pay the balance between the cost of attendance and 
offered financial aid. 

Cost of Attendance (COA): The total amount it will 
cost to attend a school, usually expressed as a yearly 
figure, including tuition and fees; room and board 
(or a housing and food allowance for off-campus 
students); allowances for books, supplies, loan fees, 
and transportation; and miscellaneous and personal 
expenses. 

Financial Need: Cost of attendance minus expected 
family contribution. The school uses federal and other 
aid to help meet your financial need. A school may 
not fully meet your financial need.

Award letter: A letter from a school detailing a 
student’s financial aid package, noting the type and 
amount of aid the school is willing to offer if the stu-
dent accepts admission and registers for classes.

Financial Aid Package: The total amount of financial 
aid (federal and nonfederal) that a student is offered 
by the school. A financial aid package may fall short of 
what a student needs to meet the full cost of atten-
dance. Federal student aid is affected by other sources 
of aid (scholarships, state aid, etc.).

Promissory Note: A legally binding document that a 
student must sign for a federal student loan. The note 
lists terms and conditions of the loan, interest rate, 
how interest is calculated, and deferment and cancel-
lation provisions.

CSS Profile: An additional financial aid application 
required by some private colleges and universities. 
The CSS Profile requires a fee and is administered by 
College Board.  

FinanCial aid terms You need to know
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 Keeping Down the Costs of College

A postsecondary education is certainly worth the invest-
ment, but you and your family may want to look for some 
ways to reduce the cost of your education after high school. 
Here are a few tips from Federal Student Aid:

Postsecondary Credit in High School: Students have 
several options for earning college credit, waiving prereq-
uisite college courses, or earning placement at a higher 
level of study. Students may earn credit with Advanced 
Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) ex-
ams. High school students participating in ACCEL (dual 
enrollment) can earn both college and high school credit 
for courses they take through local colleges. Articulation 
agreements between GCPS and local technical colleges 
also may allow students to earn credit or advanced place-
ment. Remember, credit you earn before you get to col-
lege may allow you to graduate early (which will save you 
money) or expand your course of study to a double major 
or study abroad while still graduating in four years. 

lower-Cost Schools: Consider attending a community 
college (two-year), then transferring to a four-year college 
for your junior and senior years. Make sure that your 
community school classes will transfer to the four-year 
degree program that interests you.

Work or Volunteer Opportunities: Working part-time 
while attending classes can help you pay part of your 
postsecondary costs. However, be aware that financial aid 
often is tied to your status as a full- or part-time student 
and how many semesters you are enrolled each academic 
year. If you are not enrolled in classes for one or more 
semesters in a row, you may be required to start repaying 
your student loans. Certain volunteer work may qualify 
you for loan forgiveness.

Tax Breaks: Borrowers may qualify for a tax deduction 
for interest paid on student loans. The maximum deduc-
tion is $2,500 a year. Check with your family’s tax advisor 
or the Internal Revenue Service for details.

HOPE or lifetime learning Tax Credits: You or your 
parents may qualify for one or both of these tax credits.  
Check with your family’s tax advisor or the Internal Rev-
enue Service to learn more.

loan Forgiveness and Repayment Programs: Both 
state and federal loans may qualify for special programs 
that cancel or repay all or part of a loan, based on the 
borrower’s public service work. See the “Other Funding 
Options” section to learn more.

online resourCes… PaYinG For ColleGe

Georgia Student Finance Commission
www.gsfc.org

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
www.fafsa.ed.gov

Federal Student Aid (including FAFSA4caster)
www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov

CSS/Financial Aid PROFIlE®

https://profileonline.collegeboard.com/index.jsp

Guide to Student Financial Aid
www.finaid.org

National Association of Student  
Financial Aid Administration
www.nasfaa.org

Scholarship Search
www.scholarship-page.com
www.collegeanswer.com 
www.scholarshipamerica.org
www.fastweb.com
www.gocollege.com
www.iefa.org/

    Protect yourself from financial aid scams!

1. If you are asked to pay money to get money, it  
might be a scam.

2. Never give out a credit card or bank account  
number to submit a scholarship application or par-
ticipate in a service. 

3. Spend the time, not 
the money. 

4. Never invest more 
than a postage stamp 
to get information 
about scholarships. 

5. Nobody can guarantee 
that you’ll win a scholar-
ship. Programs that make 
promises may not be legitimate. 

6. Legitimate scholarship  
foundations do not charge  
application fees. 

 Information from  
www.finaid.org and  
www.studentaid.ed.gov.
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My career interests are… 

My academic strengths and interests are…

Majors to consider are…

Developing my college profile: Things to think about in my college search…

•	 School	and	location:	Public or private? Four-year or two-year? Liberal Arts? Research? Technical/trade?  
Pre-professional programs? Size? Distance from home? In-state or out-of-state? Urban, small city, suburban,  
or rural? Co-ed or single gender? Student demographics? Affiliations?

•	 Academics:	Policy for accepting AP/IB credit? Majors and minors that interest me? Reputation in my major? Na-
tional ranking? Student-to-faculty ratio? Percentage of classes with fewer than 20 students? Percentage of large 
lectures (50+ students)? Percentage of students graduating on time? Percentage of classes taught by professors? 
Opportunities for internships, special programs of study? Study abroad? Percentage of graduates in jobs or gradu-
ate school within six months? 

•	 Cost	and	financial	aid:	Tuition and fees? Room and board? Average financial aid package? Percentage of freshman 
receiving aid? Participant in federal student aid program? Which aid applications are required/accepted? Deadlines? 

•	 Scholastic	strength	of	admitted	students	and	application/admissions	process:	Average high school GPA? Aver-
age SAT/ACT scores? Average class rank (top 10%, top 25%, etc.)? Entrance requirements (credits, etc.)? What’s 
required for application (type of application, transcript, essay, recommendations)? Cost for application? Common 
Application or school application? Online application option? Early action/early decision policy and deadlines? 
Deadlines for regular admission? Acceptance rate? Notification date?  

•	 Housing	and	other	issues:	Housing options? Guaranteed freshman housing? Safety and security? Athletics (NCAA to 
intramurals) and other extracurriculars? Services for students with disabilities? Greek system?  

After considering the questions above and developing a profile of what’s important to you in a college, start assembling 
a list of schools to consider. Talk to your counselor, your advisor, and your parents to decide which schools offer you a 
good shot at admissions, are a good fit academically, and are possible with your family finances/financial aid options. 
Narrow your list to a handful of schools you could definitely get into, schools that you’d probably get into, and schools 
you would like to get into. Decide how many schools from each category you’ll apply to and develop a plan, noting 
deadlines, required materials, and application costs. Good luck! 

Colleges/universities where I could definitely get in (Safety Schools). I’m at the high end academically 
for admitted students at…  ________________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Colleges/universities where I probably would be admitted (Reach Schools). I’m in the middle academ-
ically so I feel pretty good about my chances at…  ___________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Colleges/universities where I would like to be admitted (Dream Schools). These schools would be an 
academic stretch for me, but I’d like to try to go to…  ________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

ColleGe searCH worksHeet
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 language Arts – 4 Units

•	 	Freshman	Language	Arts†	or Freshman Gifted Lan-
guage	Arts†	or	Freshman	Honors	Language	Arts†

•	 	Sophomore	Language	Arts	or Sophomore Gifted  
Language Arts or Sophomore Honors Language Arts

•	 	Junior	Language	Arts	(American	Literature)†	or  
Junior	Gifted	Language	Arts	(American	Literature)†	or 
Junior	Honors	Language	Arts	(American	Literature)†	
or AP English Language and Composition with Ameri-
can	Literature	focus†

•	 	Senior	Language	Arts	or Senior Gifted Language Arts  
or Senior Honors Language Arts or AP English Lan-
guage and Composition or AP English Literature and  
Composition 

 Mathematics – 4 Units

See the chart on page 33 for GCPS’ three recommended 
math sequences— Standard, Accelerated A, and Accel-
erated B. The classes you take each year will depend on 
which sequence you are following. Math is a required 
course every year. An EOCT is required for Integrated 
Algebra I (Math I) and for Integrated Geometry (Math II).

 Science – 4 Units

•	 	Biology†	or	Gifted	Biology†	or	Honors	Biology†

•	 	Chemistry	or Gifted Chemistry or Honors Chemistry

•	 	Physics	or Gifted Physics or Honors Physics or  
AP Physics B

•	 	Approved	Science	Elective

 Social Studies – 3 Units

•	 	World	History	or Gifted World History or Honors 
World History or AP World History

•	 	U.S.	History†	or	Gifted	U.S.	History†	or  
Honors	U.S.	History†	or	AP	U.S.	History†

•	 	Economics†	or	Gifted	Economics†	or  
Honors	Economics†	or	AP	Macroeconomics†	or  
AP	Microeconomics†	(½	Unit)

•	 	Political	Systems	or Gifted Political Systems or  
Honors Political Systems or  
AP	American	Government	(½	Unit)

 Health and Physical Education – 1 Unit

Introduction	to	Lifetime	Fitness	(½	Unit)	and	Introduc-
tion	to	Health	(½	Unit)	or JROTC (3 Units)

  Modern/Classical language*, Fine 
Arts, Technical Education** – 3 Units

Any combination.

*Note: At least 2 units of the same Foreign Language are  
required for admission to University System of Georgia 
schools. Be aware of requirements for your possible colleges.

**Note: Students pursuing a Career Pathway in Techni-
cal Education are encouraged to take 3 units in the same 
pathway.

Additional Required Electives – 4 Units

Any combination.

† End of Course Test (EOCT) required.

tHe Four-Year Plan
The Four-Year Plan takes into consideration your academic abilities, career goals, interests, and plans for additional 
education beyond high school. The purpose of the plan is to familiarize you with graduation requirements and to get 
you thinking about life after high school… What you want to do with your future, where you want to go, and what you 
need to do in high school to make it happen. Each spring, you’ll register for classes for the next year. Your teachers will 
advise you about a recommended course selection and level of difficulty, based on your prior academic performance. 
As a result, your initial plan might change with future registrations. While teachers, counselors, advisors, and adminis-
trators will make every effort to give you the best advice, ultimately, you are responsible for taking the correct courses 
for graduation. Make sure your parents know your plans and keep them updated on your progress toward meeting 
requirements for graduation. Talk to your counselor or advisor if you have any questions. The following list of required 
courses and course sequences is designed to help you as you develop your Four-Year Plan. Please keep in mind that 
these sequences may be modified to accommodate special circumstances. However, the majority of students will ad-
here to the course sequences listed below. Unless noted, you would take a full year (1 credit) of the designated course. 
The Four-Year Plan Worksheet is on the following page. Specific course descriptions can be found on pages 35–71.
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CourSe	CHoiCeS

Language	Arts
math	(see	math	
Sequence,	page	33) Science Social	Studies

	 	
modern/Classical		
Language,	Fine	Arts,		
Technical	education

Health	and	
Physical	
education electives Total

Freshman Lang. Arts

Freshman Lang. Arts 
(Gifted)

Freshman Lang. Arts 
(Honors)

Integrated Algebra I 

Integrated Algebra I 
(Gifted)

Accelerated Integrated 
Algebra I 

Accelerated Integrated 
Algebra I (Gifted)

Accelerated Integrated 
Geometry

Accelerated Integrated 
Geometry (Gifted)

Biology

Biology (Gifted) 

Biology (Honors)

World Geography

World Geography 
(Gifted)

World Geography 
(Honors)

AP Human Geography

See course description  
section for choices.

important	note:  
Two credits of the 
same modern/classical 
language are required 
for university admis-
sions in the state of 
Georgia.

See course 
description 
section.

See course  
description 
section.

6*

9tH Grade worksHeet

my advisor is _______________________________________________.

classes I plan to take
First Semester Second Semester 
 

 
my clubs/sports/academic teams/theater/dance/music/ 
community organizations/job/internship/volunteer work/other interests

In 9th grade, I would like to be involved in:
 

*Note:  For promotion to 10th grade, a student must have earned 5	or	more	credits including a minimum  
of .5 credit in core Language Arts class, .5 credit in core Math, and .5 credit in core Science.
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courses taken/grades earned:
First Semester Grade Second Semester Grade 

 Semester GPA: Semester GPA: 

  Cumulative GPA at the End of 9th Grade:

my clubs/sports/academic teams/theater/dance/music/ 
community organizations/job/internship/volunteer work/other interests

During 9th grade I was involved in: 

honors/awards/opportunities earned

notes

9tH Grade summarY
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CourSe	CHoiCeS

Language	Arts
math	(see	math	
Sequence,	page	33) Science Social	Studies

	 	
modern/Classical		
Language,	Fine	Arts,		
Technical	education electives Total

Sophomore Lang. 
Arts

Sophomore Lang. 
Arts (Gifted)

Sophomore Lang. 
Arts (Honors)

Integrated Geometry

Integrated Geometry 
(Gifted)

Accelerated Integrated 
Geometry

Accelerated Integrated 
Geometry (Gifted)

Accelerated Integrated 
Precalculus

Accelerated Integrated 
Precalculus (Gifted)

Chemistry

Chemistry (Gifted) 

Chemistry (Honors)

World History

World History 
(Gifted) 

World History 
(Honors)

AP World History

See course description  
section for choices.

important	note:  
Two credits of the same 
modern/classical language are 
required for university admis-
sions in the state of Georgia.

See course 
description 
section.

6*

10tH Grade worksHeet

my advisor is _______________________________________________.

classes I plan to take
First Semester Second Semester 
 

 
my clubs/sports/academic teams/theater/dance/music/ 
community organizations/job/internship/volunteer work/other interests

In 10th grade, I would like to be involved in:
 

*Note:  For promotion to 11th grade, a student must have earned a total of 11	or	more	credits including a minimum of 1.5 credits 
in core Language Arts, 1.5 credits in core Math, 1.5 credits in core Science, and .5 credit in core Social Studies.
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courses taken/grades earned:
First Semester Grade Second Semester Grade 

 Semester GPA: Semester GPA: 

  Cumulative GPA at the End of 10th Grade:

my clubs/sports/academic teams/theater/dance/music/ 
community organizations/job/internship/volunteer work/other interests

During 10th grade I was involved in: 

honors/awards/opportunities earned

notes

10tH Grade summarY
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CourSe	CHoiCeS

Language	Arts
math	(see	math	
Sequence,	page	33) Science Social	Studies

	 	
modern/Classical		
Language,	Fine	Arts,		
Technical	education electives Total

Junior Lang. Arts

Junior Lang. Arts 
(Gifted)

Junior Lang. Arts 
(Honors)

AP English Lang. and 
Composition with 
Am. Lit. focus

Integrated Algebra II 

Integrated Algebra II 
(Gifted)

Accelerated Integrated 
Precalculus

Accelerated Integrated 
Precalculus (Gifted)

AP Statistics

AP Calculus AB

AP Calculus BC

Physics

Physics (Gifted) 

Physics (Honors)

AP Physics B

U.S. History

U.S. History (Gifted) 

U.S. History (Honors)

AP U.S. History

See course description  
section for choices.

important	note:  
Two credits of the same 
modern/classical language are 
required for university admis-
sions in the state of Georgia.

See course 
description 
section.

6*

11tH Grade worksHeet

my advisor is _______________________________________________.

classes I plan to take
First Semester Second Semester 
 

 
my clubs/sports/academic teams/theater/dance/music/ 
community organizations/job/internship/volunteer work/other interests

In 11th grade, I would like to be involved in:
 

*Note:  For promotion to 12th grade, a student must have earned a total of 17	or	more	credits including a minimum of 2.5 credits 
in core Language Arts, 2.5 credits in core Math, 2.5 credits in core Science, and 1.5 credits in core Social Studies.
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courses taken/grades earned:
First Semester Grade Second Semester Grade 

 Semester GPA: Semester GPA: 

  Cumulative GPA at the End of 11th Grade:

my clubs/sports/academic teams/theater/dance/music/ 
community organizations/job/internship/volunteer work/other interests

During 11th grade I was involved in: 

honors/awards/opportunities earned

notes

11tH Grade summarY
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CourSe	CHoiCeS

Language	Arts
math	(see	math	
Sequence,	page	33) Science Social	Studies

	 	
modern/Classical		
Language,	Fine	Arts,		
Technical	education electives Total

Senior Lang. Arts

Senior Lang. Arts 
(Gifted)

Senior Lang. Arts 
(Honors)

AP English Lang. and 
Composition 

AP English Literature 
and Composition

Integrated Trigonometry 

Integrated Trigonometry 
(Gifted)

AP Statistics 

Statistics/Discrete 
Mathematics

AP Calculus AB

AP Calculus BC

Approved science 
elective

Economics

Economics (Gifted)

Economics (Honors)

AP Macroeconomics

AP Microeconomics

 — and —

Political Systems

Political Systems (Gifted)

Political Systems (Honors)

AP American Government

See course description  
section for choices.

important	note:  
Two credits of the same 
modern/classical language 
are required for university 
admissions in the state of 
Georgia.

See course 
description 
section.

6*

12tH Grade worksHeet

my advisor is _______________________________________________.

classes I plan to take
First Semester Second Semester 
 

 
my clubs/sports/academic teams/theater/dance/music/ 
community organizations/job/internship/volunteer work/other interests

In 12th grade, I would like to be involved in: 

*Note:  The state requires 23	or	more	total	credits for gradua-
tion. See pages 23–24 for more on the Four-Year Plan to 
ensure your 12th grade classes fulfill requirements. If 
you have questions, talk to your guidance counselor or 
advisor.
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courses taken/grades earned:
First Semester Grade Second Semester Grade 

 Semester GPA: Semester GPA: 

 Cumulative GPA after First Semester: Cumulative GPA at the End of 12th Grade:

my clubs/sports/academic teams/theater/dance/music/ 
community organizations/job/internship/volunteer work/other interests

During 12th grade I was involved in: 

honors/awards/opportunities earned

my plans after graduation include:

12tH Grade summarY
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Gwinnett CountY PubliC sCHools  
reCommended HiGH sCHool matH sequenCes

important: math is a required course every year.

 9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade
 standard sequence

 accelerated sequence b

State of Georgia class names are indicated in parentheses.

Four credits of Mathematics are required of all students for graduation, including  
Integrated Algebra I (Math I), 
Integrated Geometry (Math II), 
Integrated Algebra II (Math III), 
or equivalent courses. See pages 37–38 for detailed descriptions of Mathematics courses offered.

Courses may be designated as “Gifted Education” as available by school.

Special education students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) should discuss math sequence 
options with their counselor.

Integrated Algebra I
(Math I)

Accelerated  
Integrated Algebra I  
(Accelerated Math I)

Accelerated  
Integrated Geometry  
(Accelerated Math II)

Integrated Geometry
(Math II)

Accelerated  
Integrated Geometry  
(Accelerated Math II)

Accelerated  
Integrated Precalculus  
(Accelerated Math III)

Integrated Algebra II
(Math III)

Accelerated  
Integrated Precalculus  
(Accelerated Math III)

AP Statistics* or  
AP Calculus AB/BC*

Integrated  
Trigonometry 

(Math IV)

AP Calculus AB/BC*

AP Statistics* or  
Statistics/Discrete 

Mathematics*

AP Statistics* or  
AP Calculus AB/BC:* 

Dual Enrollment

* These courses will fulfill the math 
requirement for this sequence.

 accelerated sequence a
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Academic Honors Courses
Honors classes are designed for students who have 
mastered prerequisite knowledge and skills, allowing 
students in the class to follow a faster pace for instruction 
and more in-depth coverage of the Academic Knowledge 
and Skills (AKS) for that course. Courses are offered in 
Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, and 
Modern and Classical Languages.

Academic Gifted Courses
Gifted education classes are available to students who 
meet specific eligibility criteria established by the Geor-
gia Board of Education. The program offers complex 
subject matter at an accelerated pace in Language Arts, 
Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, and Modern and  
Classical Languages. Gifted education courses extend 
GCPS’ AKS for students who excel intellectually and 
academically. Courses are taught by teachers with ad-
ditional training in gifted education. High schools also 
offer Directed Study classes and the QUEST Internship 
Program for gifted education students. Directed Study 
students complete and present an individual research 
project, planned and developed under the supervision 
of a gifted program teacher. In the internship program, 
students spend a portion of the school day in an in-depth 
career exploration with a mentor in the community.

Advanced Placement (AP) Courses
Advanced Placement (AP) courses are college-level 
classes taught at the high school by high school teachers 
with additional training. AP coursework is demanding 
and recommended for students who are mature and have 
strong study skills. AP classes are writing-intensive and 
rigorous. Optional subject-specific AP exams are given 
at the end of the school year. Many, but not all, colleges 
award credit for passing the exams or allow a student 
to be exempt from certain college courses. Students 
should check the AP policy for their college of choice. 
(See more about exams and fees on page 17.) Among the 
AP courses offered in Gwinnett County high schools are 
English Literature and Composition, English Language 
and Composition, European History, World History, U.S. 
History, Comparative Government, U.S. Government, 
Macroeconomics, Microeconomics, Psychology, Human 
Geography, Calculus AB, Calculus BC, Statistics, Biology, 

Chemistry, Physics B, Physics C, Environmental Science, 
Spanish, French, German, Latin, Computer Science, 
Music Theory, Art History, Studio Drawing Portfolio, 
Two-Dimensional Design Portfolio, and Three-Dimen-
sional Design Portfolio. Check with your counselor to see 
which courses are offered at your school.

ESOl Courses
The English to Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) 
program helps students with limited English to become 
proficient in the language while continuing to learn the 
curriculum. Based on an initial assessment, a student 
may take ESOL courses that target the student’s academic 
language skills in the subjects of Language Arts, Math-
ematics, Science, and Social Studies, incorporating the 
AKS content and focusing on the four areas of listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing. In addition, Sheltered 
Classes address both the academic content and the 
language learning needs of students in specific courses 
required for graduation. Courses are taught by teachers 
with additional training in ESOL education. See pages 
70–71 for more on the ESOL program and specific courses.

Special Education Courses
Special education programs are available for high school 
students who meet specific eligibility criteria set by the 
state in the following program areas: specific learn-
ing disabilities, intellectual disabilities, emotional and 
behavioral disorders, speech/language impairments, 
visual impairments and/or deaf/hard of hearing, ortho-
pedic impairments, autism, traumatic brain injury, and 
other health impairments. An Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) is developed for students who need spe-
cialized instruction. Based on an IEP, a student pursues 
either a regular education diploma or a special education 
diploma, taking classes in a general education setting or 
a special education setting, depending on the student’s 
needs. As needed, students may take modified course-
work with a vocational emphasis, and/or functional and 
developmental components. Courses are taught by teach-
ers with additional training and certification in special 
education. See page 71 to learn more.

Get details on other learning opportunities and 
additional programs on pages 10–12.

tYPes oF Courses
Gwinnett County Public Schools’ high school curriculum offers all students rigorous academic coursework in preparation 
for college and other postsecondary plans. In addition, students may qualify for accelerated coursework and/or additional 
services. Following is more information about these options. 
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About This Section
Following is a list of descriptions for courses typically offered to Gwinnett high school students. Whether or not a par-
ticular course is offered at a given school depends on faculty expertise, student demand, master schedule, etc. 

Most semester courses carry one-half (.5) unit of credit. A course running two semesters carries one (1.0) unit of credit 
(1 unit = 1 year-long course). Students attending a school on block schedule earn a full credit or unit per class each 
semester. Any prerequisite or required tests are listed with the course. If there are no prerequisites or required tests, this 
space is left blank in the course description.

The course descriptions note the placement levels available for the course. Honors courses indicate placement for 
students who have mastered prerequisite skills and knowledge that would allow for a faster pace of instruction and/or 
more in-depth coverage of the AKS for that course. Gifted education courses are taught by gifted education-certified in-
structors for students who have been identified for placement in the gifted education program through state-mandated 
eligibility requirements. 

English to Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) courses are taught by teachers with certification for instruction of stu-
dents identified for ESOL services, based on state-mandated eligibility requirements. The content AKS are taught to spe-
cifically address the needs of ESOL-eligible students. See pages 70–71 for more information about ESOL courses available.

GCPS provides Special Education programs and services for students who meet eligibility criteria established by the 
Georgia Department of Education. An Individualized Education Program (IEP) is developed for students who need 
specialized instruction. See page 71 for more information.

Course desCriPtions

lanGuaGe arts
Freshman language Arts or Honors Freshman 
language Arts or Gifted Freshman language Arts - 
Required - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9 Requires State End of 
Course Test.

This course includes a balance of composition, applied 
grammar, and literature. The development of vocabulary, 
speaking, listening, researching, and test-taking skills are 
an integral part of the curriculum. 

Sophomore language Arts or Honors Sophomore 
language Arts or Gifted Sophomore language Arts - 
Required - 2 Semesters - Gr. 10 

This course includes a balance of composition, applied 
grammar, and literature, with a focus on world litera-
ture. The development of vocabulary, speaking, listen-
ing, researching, and test-taking skills are an integral 
part of the curriculum. 

Junior language Arts (American literature) or 
Honors Junior language Arts (Am. lit.) or Gifted 
Junior language Arts (Am. lit.) - Required - 2 
Semesters - Gr. 11 (AP Language and Composi-
tion with American Literature focus may satisfy 
this requirement with permission of Department 
Chair.) Requires State End of Course Test.

This course includes a balance of composition, 
applied grammar, and literature, with a focus on 
American authors and literature. The develop-

ment of vocabulary, speaking, listening, researching, and 
test-taking skills are an integral part of the curriculum.

Senior language Arts or Honors Senior language 
Arts or Gifted Senior language Arts - Required -  
2 Semesters - Gr. 12 (AP Language and Composition 
or AP Literature and Composition may satisfy this 
requirement with permission of  Department Chair.)

This course includes a balance of composition, applied 
grammar, and literature, with a focus on British 

authors and literature. The development of 
vocabulary, speaking, listening, researching, 
and test-taking skills are an integral part of 
the curriculum. 

Composition Workshop - Elective or 
Core with Permission - 
1 Semester - Gr. 12  

This course is designed for seniors 
who need an additional .5 unit in 

language arts. The course uses a variety 
of media and literature, and focuses on 

the student’s writing skills. 
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AP language and Composition - Elective - 2 Semes-
ters - Gr. 11–12 (May count for either Junior Lan-
guage Arts or Senior Language Arts with Department 
Permission.) Prerequisite - Teacher Recommendation.

The objectives for this course follow the College Board 
syllabus, preparing students for the optional Advanced 
Placement exam.

AP literature and Composition - Elective - 2 Semes-
ters - Gr. 12 (May count for Senior Language Arts 
with Department Permission.) Prerequisite - Teacher 
Recommendation.

The objectives for this course follow the College Board 
syllabus, preparing students for the optional Advanced 
Placement exam.

Dramatic Interpretation/Competitive Speaking/

Debate - Elective - Up to 8 Semesters - Gr. 9-12 

Prerequisite - Teacher Recommendation.

Competitive speaking (extemporaneous speaking, origi-
nal oratory, and oral interpretation, with a major empha-
sis on debate) trains and permits students to express their 
individual talents in competition. The skills taught and 
used are those which the students develop in the class-
room as part of their regular academic instruction.

Journalism/Newspaper - Elective - Up to 8 Semesters 
- Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Teacher Recommendation.

This course is designed to train students in the produc-
tion of a school newspaper. The fundamentals of jour-
nalism and newspaper production are taught. Interview 
techniques, event coverage, and the business and legal 
aspects of newspaper production are included.

Journalism/literary Magazine - Elective - Up to 8 
Semesters - Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Teacher Recom-
mendation.

This course is designed to train students in the produc-
tion of a literary magazine. The fundamentals of jour-
nalism and literary magazine production are taught, 
including writing, collecting materials, planning, editing, 
designing layout, proofreading, and managing finances 
for a magazine. This course involves the production and 
sale of a literary magazine.

Journalism/Yearbook - Elective - Up to 8 Semesters – 
Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Recommendation from Year-
book Advisor

This course provides students who are interested in jour-
nalism with an opportunity to explore and to experience 
the process involved in the creation of a large publication, 
including preplanning, designing layouts, copyrighting, 
proofreading, organizing visuals, and managing finances, 
all of which involve creativity. This course involves the 
production and sale of the yearbook.

Reading Intervention - Elective - 8 Semesters 

This course is designed to provide special assistance in 
reading for students who are having difficulty meeting 
the AKS on grade level. Emphasis is placed on the read-
ing strand of the AKS with attention given to content 
area reading.

library Science I - 2 Semesters - Gr. 10–12  
Prerequisite - Recommendation of Media Specialist.

Students are introduced to the classification, location and 
use of media center resources and the utilization and care 
of instructional equipment. Issues of legality including 
copyright and the appropriate use of online resources are 
studied. Library science and information literacy skills 
are taught through media activities. This course is an 
academic elective.

library Science II - 2 Semesters - Gr. 10–12  
Prerequisite - Library Science I and Recommendation 
of Media Specialist.

Library Science II is an in-depth study of the classifica-
tion, location and use of media center resources and the 
utilization  and care of instructional equipment. Issues of 
legality and electronic information resources are empha-
sized. Advanced library science and information literacy 
skills are taught through media activities. This course is 
an academic elective.

library Science III - 2 Semesters - Grades 10–12  
Prerequisite - Library Science II and Recommenda-
tion of Media Specialist.

Designed to meet the needs of advanced library science 
students, independent units and projects incorporating 
the knowledge and skills learned in Library Science I and 
II are designed for the individual student. This course is 
an academic elective.
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Integrated Algebra I or Gifted Integrated Algebra I - 
Required for Standard Sequence - 2 Semesters - 

Gr. 9 Requires State End of Course Test. Prerequisite - 
8th Grade Mathematics.

This is the first in a sequence of mathematics courses 
designed to allow students to complete trigonometry in 
their high-school program. It includes radical, polyno-
mial, and rational expressions; basic functions and their 
graphs; simple equations; fundamentals of proof; proper-
ties of polygons; coordinate geometry; sample statistics; 
and curve fitting. With this course, students complete full 
content of Algebra I.

Integrated Algebra I Strategies - Elective - Gr. 9 - 

2 Semesters

The purpose of this elective is to provide additional sup-
port to students who have difficulty meeting math AKS 
on grade level. This course is taken concurrently with In-
tegrated Algebra I, giving extra time and using a variety of 
strategies to help students build a stronger foundation for 
success in their current and future mathematics courses.

Accelerated Integrated Algebra I or Gifted Accelerated 
Integrated Algebra I - Required for Accelerated 

Sequence A - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9 Requires State End 
of Course Test. Prerequisite - Meets achievement cri-
teria in 8th Grade Mathematics.

This is the first in a sequence of mathematics courses de-
signed to prepare students to take Advanced Placement 
(AP) Calculus AB or BC in their high school program. 
The	content	incorporates	1½	years	of	the	content	in	the	
standard math sequence. It includes radical, polynomial, 
and rational expressions; functions and their graphs; 
quadratic and radical equations; fundamentals of proof; 
properties of polygons, circles, and spheres; coordinate 
geometry; sample statistics and curve fitting. With this 
course, students complete full content of Algebra I.

Accelerated Integrated Geometry or Gifted Acceler-
ated Integrated Geometry - Required for Accelerated 
Sequences A (Gr. 9) and B (Gr. 10) - 2 Semesters 
- Requires State End of Course Test. Prerequisite - 
Meets achievement criteria in Accelerated Integrated 
Algebra I

This is the second in a sequence of mathematics courses 
designed to prepare students to take AB or BC Advanced 
Placement Calculus. It includes right triangle trigo-
nometry; exponential, logarithmic, and higher degree 
polynomial functions; matrices; linear programming; 
vertex-edge graphs; conic sections; planes and spheres; 

and population means, standard deviations, and normal 
distributions. With this course, students complete full 
content of Geometry and Algebra II.

Integrated Geometry or Gifted Integrated Geometry- 
Required for Standard Sequence - 2 Semesters - 

Gr. 10 Requires End-of-Course Test. Prerequisite - 

Integrated Algebra I.

This is the second in a sequence of mathematics courses 
designed to prepare students to enter college at the 
calculus level. It includes complex numbers; quadratic, 
piecewise, and exponential functions; right triangles, and 
right triangular trigonometry; properties of circles; and 
statistical inference. With this course, students complete 
full content of Geometry.

Integrated Geometry Strategies - Elective - Gr. 10 - 

2 Semesters

The purpose of this elective is to provide additional sup-
port to students in their effort to meet the standards of 
more rigorous and relevant mathematics courses. This 
course should be taken concurrently with Integrated Ge-
ometry, giving extra time and using a variety of strategies 
to help students build a stronger foundation for success 
in their current and future mathematics courses.

Integrated Algebra II or Gifted Integrated Algebra II - 
Required for Standard Sequence - 2 Semesters - 

Gr. 11. Prerequisite – Integrated Geometry.

This is the third in a sequence of mathematics courses 
designed to prepare students to enter college at the 
calculus level. It includes exponential and logarithmic 
functions, matrices, polynomial functions of higher de-
gree, conic sections, and normal distributions. With this 
course, students complete full content of Algebra II.

Accelerated Integrated Precalculus or Gifted Acceler-
ated Integrated Precalculus - Required for Accelerat-
ed Sequences A (Gr. 10) and B (Gr. 11) - 2 Semesters  
Prerequisite - Meets achievement criteria in Acceler-
ated Integrated Geometry.

This is the third in a sequence designed to prepare 
students to take AP Calculus AB or AP Calculus BC. It 
includes rational, circular trigonometric, and inverse 
trigonometric functions; basic trigonometric identities 
and the laws of sines and cosines; sequences and series; 
polar and parametric equations; vectors; the central limit 
theorem and confidence intervals. With this course,  
students complete full content of Advanced Algebra and 
Trigonometry.

matHematiCs
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Biology or Honors Biology or Gifted Biology -  
Required - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9 Requires State End of 
Course Test.

This two-semester course includes concepts such as the 
interdependence of organisms; the relationship of matter, 
energy, and organization in living systems; the behavior 
of organisms; and biological evolution. Students will 
investigate biological concepts through experience in lab-
oratories and field work using the processes of inquiry. 
(Honors Biology and Gifted Biology require an experi-
mental science project.)

Chemistry or Honors Chemistry or Gifted Chemistry  
- Required - 2 Semesters - Gr. 10

This two-semester course addresses the structure of at-
oms, the structure and properties of matter, and the con-
servation and interaction of energy and matter. Students 
will investigate chemistry concepts through experience in 
laboratories and field work using the processes of inqui-
ry. (Honors Chemistry and Gifted Chemistry require an 
experimental science project.)

Integrated Trigonometry or Gifted Integrated Trigo-
nometry – Required for Standard Sequence - 2 Se-
mesters - Gr. 12 Prerequisite - Integrated Algebra II.

This is the fourth in a sequence of mathematics courses 
designed to prepare students to enter college at the calcu-
lus level. It includes rational, trigonometric, and inverse 
trigonometric functions; basic trigonometric identities 
and the laws of sines and cosines; sequences and series; 
vectors; the central limit theorem and confidence inter-
vals. With this course, students complete full content of 
Advanced Algebra and Trigonometry.

Statistics or Gifted Statistics - Option for Accelerated 
Sequence A - 1 Semester - Gr. 12 Prerequisite - Inte-
grated Algebra II.

This course is designed to help students learn how to 
apply statistical methods in problem-solving. An integral 
component of the course is collecting, representing, and 
processing data as students learn about the interrelated-
ness of probability and statistics. Opportunities are pro-
vided for students to model statistical methods, derive 
probabilities, and make inferences. 

Discrete Mathematics or Gifted Discrete Mathemat-
ics - Option for Accelerated Sequence A - 1 Semester 
- Gr. 12 Prerequisite – Integrated Algebra II.

This course is designed to study objects and ideas that 
can be divided into separate or discontinuous parts. Top-
ics include problem-solving, reasoning, communication, 
decision-making, graph theory, combinatorics, discrete 
probability, recursion, matrices, sets, logic function and 
relations, real numbers system, and algebraic structures. 

AP Statistics - Option for Accelerated Sequence A (Gr. 
11 or 12) and B (Gr. 12) - 2 Semesters Prerequisite - 
Meets achievement criteria for Accelerated Integrat-
ed Precalculus.

This course includes in-depth experience in statistical con-
cepts and methods, including data collection and explora-
tion, experimental and theoretical probability, probability 
distributions, and descriptive and inferential statistics. 
Projects involve planning a study, anticipating patterns, 
producing models, and confirming models. The objectives 
for this course follow the College Board syllabus, prepar-
ing students for the optional Advanced Placement exam. 

AP Calculus AB - Option for Accelerated Sequence A 
(Gr. 11 or 12) and B (Gr. 12) - 2 Semesters Prerequisite 
- Meets achievement criteria for Accelerated Integrat-
ed Precalculus.

Topics include limits, derivatives and integrals of algebra-
ic and transcendental functions, continuity, applications 
of derivatives to related rates, maxima and minima, curve 
sketching, integration formulas, applications of the defi-
nite integral, and methods of integration. The objectives 
for this course follow the College Board syllabus, prepar-
ing students for the optional Advanced Placement exam.

AP Calculus BC - Option for Accelerated Sequence A 
(Gr. 11 or 12) and B (Gr. 12) - 2 Semesters Prerequisite 
-  Meets achievement criteria for Accelerated Inte-
grated Precalculus.

Topics include limits, derivatives and integrals of algebraic 
and transcendental functions, continuity, applications of 
derivatives to related rates, maxima and minima, curve 
sketching, integration formulas, applications of the definite 
integral, methods of integration, graphing, and integrating 
in polar coordinates, infinite sequences and series, power 
series, vectors, and differential equations. The objectives 
for this course follow the College Board syllabus, prepar-
ing students for the optional Advanced Placement exam.
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Physics or Honors Physics or Gifted Physics - 

Required - 2 Semesters - Gr. 11 (AP Physics B also 
satisfies this requirement.)

This course is a rigorous approach to an in-depth study 
of matter in motion. Emphasis is placed on mechanics, 
sound, light, electricity, magnetism and modern physics. 

AP Physics B - Elective - 2 Semesters - Gr. 11 Prereq-
uisite - Chemistry. (Will count for the Physics Gradu-
ation Requirement.)

This first-year college course is a rigorous approach to an 
in-depth study of matter in motion. Emphasis is placed 
on mechanics, sounds, light, electricity, magnetism, and 
modern physics. The objectives for this course follow the 
College Board syllabus, preparing students for the option-
al Advanced Placement exam. 

AP Biology - Elective - 2 Semesters - Gr. 11–12 

Prerequisite - Completion of or concurrent enroll-
ment in Physics or higher-level course. 

This is a college level freshman biology course. The objec-
tives for this course follow the College Board syllabus, pre-
paring students for the optional Advanced Placement exam. 

AP Chemistry - Elective - 2 Semesters - Gr. 11–12 

Prerequisite - Chemistry and teacher recommendation. 

This is a college-level freshman chemistry course. The 
objectives for this course follow the College Board syl-
labus, preparing students for the optional Advanced 
Placement exam. 

AP Physics C - Elective - 2 Semesters – Gr. 11–12 
Prerequisite - Physics or higher-level course and suc-
cessful completion or concurrent enrollment in AP 
Calculus.

This is a college-level freshman physics course and is 
calculus-based. The objectives for this course follow the 
College Board syllabus, preparing students for the option-
al Advanced Placement exam.

AP Environmental Science - Elective - 2 Semesters - 
Gr. 11–12 Prerequisite – Completion of or concurrent 
enrollment in Physics or higher-level course.

This is a college-level freshman environmental science 
course. The objectives for this course follow the College 
Board syllabus, preparing students for the optional Ad-
vanced Placement exam.

Astronomy - Elective - 2 Semesters  - Gr. 9–12

This course is an in-depth study of astronomy. Topics 
studied include the history of astronomy; the relationship 

between the Earth, Moon, and Sun; and the study of the 
solar system, stars, galaxies, and the universe. 

Earth Systems - Elective - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9–12 

This course is an in-depth study of geology. Topics stud-
ied include the Earth’s place in the universe, forces affect-
ing land form structures, geologic time table, biochemi-
cal cycles, changes in the Earth’s crust, and Georgia’s 
geologic resources. 

Oceanography - Elective - 2 Semesters - Gr. 10–12 
Prerequisite – Biology.

This course is an in-depth study of oceanography. Topics 
studied include historical oceanography; plate tectonics; 
properties of water; ocean circulation; marine sediments; 
interactions between air, land, and sea; and marine envi-
ronments, resources and pollution. 

Anatomy and Physiology - Elective - 2 Semesters  - 
Gr. 11–12 Prerequisite – Biology.

Anatomy and Physiology is an in-depth study of the struc-
ture and function of the human body. This course is based 
on a systems approach with an emphasis on tissues, meta-
bolic processes, homeostasis, and clinical applications. 

Environmental Science - Elective - 2 Semesters  - 

Gr. 11–12 Prerequisite – Biology and Chemistry.

This course is an in-depth study of environmental sci-
ence. Topics studied include ecology, effects of natural 
and human activity on land, water and air, energy re-
sources and conservation, food production, preservation 
and storage, waste management, pollution and human 
health, and biotechnology. 

Microbiology - Elective - 2 Semesters - Gr. 11–12 

Prerequisite – Biology and Chemistry.

This course is an in-depth study of microbiology. Top-
ics studied include historical microbiology; growth and 
identification of bacteria; controlling bacterial growth; 
other microbes and viruses; pathogenic microbiology; 
and food, soil, and water microbiology. 

Forensic Science - Elective - 2 Semesters - Gr. 11–12 
Prerequisite – Biology and Chemistry. 

Forensic Science is the study of the application of sci-
ence to the law. This integrated science course is designed 
to explore the scientific and technological aspects of 
criminal investigations. Topics will include the study of 
DNA, glass, blood, fingerprinting, chemical residues, and 
evidence collection as it relates to forensic issues. Appli-
cations to court cases, literature, psychology, and crimi-
nology also will be examined.
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World Geography or Honors World Geography or 
Gifted World Geography - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9 

(AP Human Geography also is an option.)

This course provides the content knowledge and skills 
necessary to understand the roles, responsibilities, and 
relationships of people and places throughout the world, 
both past and present. The course will prepare students 
for the three-year required Social Studies sequence. Top-
ics will include the themes of historical, political, and 
economic geography. Extensive opportunities to develop 
and refine writing skills will prepare students for the High 
School Gateway Assessment. Students are instructed on 
efficient and effective methods and strategies to read, 
write, think, organize, take notes, and demonstrate what 
they have learned throughout the course. This course 
will focus on geography objectives assessed on the Social 
Studies section of the Georgia High School Graduation 
Tests.

World History or Honors World History or Gifted 
World History - Required - 2 Semesters - Gr. 10 

(AP World History also satisfies this requirement.)

This course provides a comprehensive, chronological sur-
vey of the significant conditions, challenges and accom-
plishments that have influenced the progress of human-
kind. Beginning with prehistory, students examine topics 
associated with the growth of early civilization, classical 
contributions of Greece and Rome, regional civilizations, 
and the rise of medieval Europe. Other topics of study 
include emergence of the modern world, age of revolution, 
growth of industry and nationalism, world wars in the 20th 
century, and development of the contemporary world.

U.S. History or Honors U.S. History or Gifted U.S. 
History - Required - Gr. 11 (AP U.S. History also satis-
fies this requirement.) Requires State End of Course 
Test.

This course provides a comprehensive, chronologi-
cal survey of the history of the United States. Students 
examine topics beginning with the period of exploration 
and colonization, and then continue through indepen-
dence and revolution, constitutional debate between the 
Federalist and Republicans, Jeffersonian and Jacksonian 
democracy, sectionalism and civil war, reconstruction 
and industrialization, immigration and urbanization, 
imperialism and the progressive era, World War I and 
the Great Depression, World War II, and the Cold War. 
The course concludes with a study of the emergence of 
modern America. 

Political Systems or Honors Political Systems or 
Gifted Political Systems - Required - 1 Semester - 
Gr. 12 (AP American Government also satisfies this 
requirement.)

Political Systems is a required course designed to provide 
students with a fundamental understanding of their rights 
and responsibilities as citizens by examining the Ameri-
can political structure and process. Topics of study in-
clude the origin and growth of representative democracy, 
the development of the U.S. Constitution founded on the 
concept of federalism, landmark legal decisions and their 
impact on constitutional government, the adaptive nature 
of the political process as influenced by political parties, 
special-interest groups and media coverage, as well as a 
comparison of our political system with other forms of 
government throughout the world.

Economics or Honors Economics or Gifted Eco-
nomics - Required - 1 Semester - Gr. 12 (AP Macro-
economics or AP Microeconomics also satisfy this 
requirement.) Requires State End of Course Test. 

Economics offers students the opportunity to study the 
issues of scarcity and choices related to the use of lim-
ited resources. Students learn how to apply the tools of 
economic analysis to personal, community, national, 
and international issues. Economic preparedness enables 
students to make choices relying on past historical and 
geographical knowledge to actively and successfully en-
gage in our complex society.

AP Human Geography - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9

The Advanced Placement program in Human Geogra-
phy is designed to introduce students to the systematic 
study of patterns and processes that have shaped human 
understanding, use, and alteration of the Earth’s surface. 
Students employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis 
to interpret human social organization and its environ-
mental consequences. They also learn about the methods 
and tools geographers use in their science and practice. 
The objectives for this course follow the College Board 
syllabus, preparing students for the optional Advanced 
Placement exam.

AP World History - 2 Semesters - Gr. 10 (Will count 
for the World History Graduation Requirement.)

Focuses primarily on the past thousand years of the glob-
al experience, this course builds on an understanding 
of cultural, institutional, and technological foundations 
that, along with geography, set the human stage prior to 
the year 1000. Specific time periods form the organizing 
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principle for dealing with change and continuity from 
that point to the present. Historical themes provide fur-
ther organization to the course, along with the consistent 
attention to contacts among societies that form the core 
of world history as a field of study. The objectives for this 
course follow the College Board syllabus, preparing stu-
dents for the optional Advanced Placement exam.

AP U.S. History - 2 Semesters - Gr. 11 - Requires 
State End of Course Test. (Will count for the 

U.S. History Graduation Requirement.)

The Advanced Placement program in U.S. History 
provides students with factual knowledge and ana-
lytical skills in the interpretation of the history of the 
United States from the 1600s through the 1990s. Politi-
cal, economic, and social issues are stressed through the 
following topics: The Colonial Period; the American 
Revolution; the Jacksonian Period; Civil War and Recon-
struction; Populism and Progressivism, the New Deal; 
and International Affairs and Domestic Changes in the 
Post-1945 Period. The objectives for this course follow the 
College Board syllabus, preparing students for the option-
al Advanced Placement exam.

AP European History - 2 Semesters - Gr. 11–12 

Prerequisite – World History. 

The goals of the Advanced Placement Program in Euro-
pean History are to develop an understanding of some 
of the principal themes in modern European history and 
an ability to analyze historical evidence. Students are 
expected to demonstrate knowledge of a basic chronol-
ogy of major events and trends from the Renaissance to 
the present. Students also should have some familiarity 
with those aspects of the late medieval period. The major 
themes to be covered are political and diplomatic history, 
intellectual and cultural history, and social and economic 
history. The objectives for this course follow the Col-
lege Board syllabus, preparing students for the optional 
Advanced Placement exam.

AP Macroeconomics - 1 Semester - Gr. 12 - Requires 
State End of Course Test. (Will count for Economics 
Graduation Requirement.)

Advanced Placement Macroeconomics gives students a 
thorough understanding of the principles of economics 
that apply to an economic system as a whole. The course 
places particular emphasis on the study of national income 
and price determination, and also develops students’ fa-
miliarity with economic performance measures, economic 
growth, and international economics. The objectives for 

this course follow the College Board syllabus, preparing 
students for the optional Advanced Placement exam.

AP Microeconomics - 1 Semester - Gr. 12 – Requires 
State End of Course Test. (Will count for Economics 
Graduation Requirement.)

Advanced Placement Microeconomics gives students a 
thorough understanding of the principles of economics 
that apply to functions of individual decision-makers, 
both consumers and producers, within the larger eco-
nomic system. The course places primary emphasis on 
the nature and functions of product markets, and in-
cludes the study of factor markets and the role of govern-
ment in promoting greater efficiency and equity in the 
economy. The objectives for this course follow the Col-
lege Board syllabus, preparing students for the optional 
Advanced Placement exam. 

AP American Government - 1 Semester - Gr. 12  
(Will count for the Political Systems Graduation 

Requirement.)

The purpose of this Advanced Placement program is to 
provide an overview of government, politics, and po-
litical behavior at local, state, and national levels. Top-
ics include an examination of the structure, functions, 
and inter-relationships of various levels of government; 
political socialization; elections and the party system; 
and the role of the individual in American government. 
Students will be exposed to specific information about 
government and how government affects their daily lives. 
The objectives for this course follow the College Board 
syllabus, preparing students for the optional Advanced 
Placement exam. 

AP Comparative Government - Elective - 1 Semester 
- Gr. 12

This Advanced Placement program provides an introduc-
tion to the study of various forms of government which 
existed in the 20th century. The course emphasizes the 
philosophical basis, as well as the political, social, and 
economic realities of capitalism, communism, social-
ism, and fascism. The slowly changing structures of these 
ideologies also will be examined. The objectives for this 
course follow the College Board syllabus, preparing stu-
dents for the optional Advanced Placement exam.
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AP Psychology - Elective - 2 Semesters - Gr. 11–12

Advanced Placement Psychology provides students 
with the opportunity to examine the scientific nature of 
psychology and to determine the relevance of the behav-
ioral sciences in our lives today. Students will examine 
the issues leading to the development of psychology as a 
science as well as the issue currently being addressed in 
the field of human behavior. The objectives for this course 
follow the College Board syllabus, preparing students for 
the optional Advanced Placement exam.

Contemporary Issues - Elective - 1 Semester - Gr. 11–12

This course provides students with opportunities to iden-
tify and evaluate political, social, and economic issues on 
a local, state, national, and international level. The central 
emphasis is on contemporary issues and problems and 
their effects on the student as a constructive citizen in an 
interdependent world. A variety of current news media 
will be used for instructional purposes.

Controversial Issues- Elective - 1 Semester - Gr. 11–12

This class is designed for mature, upper-level students 
who are able to confront controversial issues in an ana-
lytical manner. The readings and subject matter are at a 
high level and will challenge students to use a studious 
approach to investigate views on issues that are con-
troversial in nature. No particular viewpoint or agenda 
is taught. Rather, the student has the opportunity to 
develop and employ critical-thinking skills when consid-
ering his or her personal evaluation of current events and 
issues of social relevance. 

law - Elective - 1 Semester - Gr. 11–12

This class develops an understanding of the basic compo-
nents of the legal and criminal justice system in the Unit-

ed States. Students are offered an overview of civil and 
criminal law in this country as well as an examination of 
various legal institutions and processes, for example, the 
police, the courts, rehabilitation systems, etc.

Peer leadership I - Elective - 2 Semesters - Gr. 11–12 
Prerequisite - Recommendation of Counselor.

This course provides students a framework for under-
standing the problem-solving process, taking opportu-
nities to participate in meaningful activities that affect 
our society in positive ways (civic participation), using 
conflict-resolution skills, learning effective communi-
cation skills, adhering to ethical codes of practice, and 
exercising tolerance and advocacy of others’ rights. This 
is an academic elective.

Psychology - Elective - 1 Semester - Gr. 11–12 

This course introduces students to basic psychologi-
cal concepts and principles as well as the rules, laws, 
and theories of psychology. Topics of study include: 
determiners of personality (heredity and environment), 
theories of the development of intelligence, and testing 
characteristics of basic needs. A study of self-concept 
(theories of development) also is included. With this 
knowledge of themselves and others, students should be 
able to make informed decisions which are affected by 
changing environments and situations.

Sociology - Elective - 1 Semester - Gr. 11–12

This class helps students understand and appreciate peo-
ple as independent agents in cooperative activities with 
others. Topics to be covered are the organized way people 
fulfill basic needs (institutions); the setting of social rules 
and their enforcement (social control); and the posses-
sions people have, the way they think, and their actions as 
members of society (culture). Students will use the social 
scientific method as a mode of research.

Philosophy - Elective - 1 Semester - Gr. 11–12

This class is designed to guide students to form a ba-
sic framework for the study of philosophical thought. 
Material covered will include basic beliefs of selected 
ancient and medieval philosophers; aspects of Eastern 
philosophy originating in China, India, and the Middle 
East; historical developments that resulted in a distinct 
Western school of philosophy; specialized approaches 
common to the study of modern philosophy; and how 
the Enlightenment Age tradition of reason has given way 
to a postmodern Age of Reason. 
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Health
Introduction to Health - Required - 1 Semester -  
Gr. 9–12

This course is a graduation requirement designed to offer 
a practical approach to health topics that concern adoles-
cents. The course covers knowledge and skills necessary 
for personal health and well-being and the prevention 
and treatment of injury. Additional information covered 
includes disease prevention, relationships, consumer 
health, the life cycle, and preventing abuse of tobacco, 
alcohol, and drugs.

See page 3 (in the Frequently Asked Questions section) for 
information about ADAP (Alcohol and Drug Awareness 
Program), and the certificates you will need to apply for a 
driver’s license.

First Aid and CPR - Elective - 1 Semester - Gr. 10–12 
Prerequisite - Introduction to Health and Introduction 
to Lifetime Fitness.

This rigorous course will provide students with the nec-
essary skills to assess and respond in for adult, child, and 
infant emergency situations, as well as, the prevention 
and treatment of injuries and sudden illnesses. The legal 
aspects related to citizen responder care, personal safety, 
and protection will be discussed as well.

Physical education

Introduction to lifetime Fitness - Required -  
1 Semester - Gr. 9–12

This course is a graduation requirement and a prereq-
uisite to all elective physical education courses. The 
course provides students with the basic knowledge and 
understanding that physical fitness, exercise, and diet are 
essential in developing and maintaining a healthy life-
style. There is no waiver for this course as a graduation 
requirement for a Regular Education Diploma. 

Sports Medicine - Elective - 1 Semester - Gr. 10–12 
Prerequisite - Introduction to Health and Introduction 
to Lifetime Fitness.

This course is designed as an introduction to the fields of 
sports medicine, athletic training, and physical therapy. 
It will provide the student with basic information rel-
evant to the prevention, recognition, first aid, referral, 
and rehabilitation of athletic injuries. The student also 
will learn the basics of training room organization and 
function.

Theory in Physical Education - Elective - 2 Semesters 
- Gr. 11–12 Prerequisite - Teacher Recommendation 
and Introduction to Lifetime Fitness.

Theory in Physical Education provides an opportunity 
for selected students to develop and apply the knowledge 
attained in the other physical education courses through 
assisting a physical education teacher. This course is par-
ticularly useful for those interested in recreation, coach-
ing, or teaching careers.

Team Sports - Elective - Up to 6 Semesters - Gr. 9–12 
Prerequisite - Introduction to Lifetime Fitness.

This series of courses provides students with an opportu-
nity to learn the history, rules, and basic skills of two or 
three of the following team sports:  basketball, volleyball, 
soccer, speedball, touch or flag football, field hockey, 
floor hockey, ultimate frisbee, and softball. As the courses 
progress, students will have an opportunity to experience 
team play, strategy development, and officiating tech-
niques in each of the team sports offered.

General Physical Education - Elective - Up to 8 
Semesters - Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Introduction to 
Lifetime Fitness.

This series focuses on a combination or variety of team 
sports, lifetime sports, track and field events, outdoor 
education, rhythmics and dance, recreational games, 
gymnastics, and/or self-defense. Basic methods to attain 
a healthy and active lifestyle are emphasized.

lifetime Sports - Elective - Up to 6 Semesters - 

Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Introduction to Lifetime Fitness.

This series of courses introduces and enhances 
fundamental skills, strategies, and knowledge of rules 
associated with lifetime sports, such as golf, tennis, 
bowling, racquetball, and/or badminton. Students will 
have the opportunity to use the skills and participate in 
game situations.

Recreational Games - Elective - Up to 6 Semesters - 
Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Introduction to Lifetime 

Fitness.

This series of courses introduces and enhances recre-
ational games that are suitable for lifetime leisure activi-
ties, such as table tennis, bowling, shuffleboard, Frisbee, 
deck tennis, horseshoes, and/or croquet.

HealtH and PHYsiCal eduCation
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Tumbling/Stunts - Elective - Up to 4 Semesters - 

Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Introduction to Lifetime 
Fitness. (Tumbling in middle school highly recom-
mended.)

This series of courses offers an introduction to tumbling 
with an emphasis on safety measures that will enable the 
student to perform a variety of skills. Single and double 
combination pyramids will be introduced. Students may 
be introduced to vaulting.

Track and Field - Elective - Up to 6 Semesters - 

Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Introduction to Lifetime Fit-
ness.

This series of courses introduces and enhances basic 
skills involved in the various track and field events, such 
as running events, hurdles, shotput, long jump, high 
jump, triple jump, etc. Emphasis on history and rules will 
be included.

Outdoor Education - Elective - Up to 6 Semesters - 
Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Introduction to Lifetime 

Fitness.

This series of courses provides an appreciation of the 
outdoors and provides physical activities in an outdoor 
laboratory. Topics such as camping, hiking, orienteering, 
outdoor cooking, boating safety, and hunting safety are 
covered.

Fitness
Beginning Weight Training - Elective - 2 Semesters - 
Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Introduction to Lifetime 

Fitness.

This series of courses provides students an opportunity to 
experience beginning-level weight training and condi-
tioning principles. This program is designed to teach 
students the academic knowledge and skills needed to 
improve muscular strength and endurance.

lifetime Fitness - Elective - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9–12 
Prerequisite - Introduction to Lifetime Fitness.

Lifetime Fitness is a course that integrates all of the 
factors relating to individual fitness, including proper 
diet, rest and relaxation, and regular physical activity. 
The course provides the student with the opportunity to 
develop a fitness program based on strength, flexibility, 
endurance, and developmental concepts that are adapted 
to individual needs.

Intermediate Weight Training - Elective - 2 Semes-
ters - Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Introduction to Lifetime 
Fitness and Beginning Weight Training.

This intermediate series of courses provides students 
with an opportunity to apply weight training and condi-
tioning principles at an intermediate level. Basic knowl-
edge of conditioning principles and lifting techniques 
are required. A variety of training methods may be used 
to address flexibility, muscular strength and endurance, 
cardiovascular endurance, and body composition. Speed 
and power training methods may be used.

Aerobic Exercise - Elective - Up to 6 Semesters -  
Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite – Introduction to Lifetime 

Fitness.

Aerobic or cardio-respiratory endurance is one of the 
most important components of personal fitness. In 
this class, a variety of aerobic exercise modes (walking, 
jogging, dance aerobics, cardio kicking, rope skipping, 
conditioning with weights, lateral training, and circuit 
training) may be used to improve individual fitness.

Advanced Weight Training - Elective - Up to 8 Semes-
ters - Gr. 9–12  Prerequisite - Introduction to Lifetime 
Fitness and Intermediate Weight Training or Teacher 
Recommendation.

This advanced series of courses provides students with an 
opportunity to apply weight training and conditioning 
principles at an advanced level. Intermediate knowledge 
of conditioning principles, lifting techniques, and spot-
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ting techniques are required. A variety of training meth-
ods may be used to address flexibility, muscular strength 
and endurance, cardiovascular endurance, and body 
composition. Personal fitness, equipment, lifting tech-
nique, nutrition, and ergogenic aids will be addressed. 
Speed and power training methods may be used.

Body Sculpting - Elective - 2 Semesters – Gr. 9–12 
Prerequisite – Introduction to Lifetime Fitness.

This course provides basic instruction in methods to 
define, condition, and reshape the body through specific 
exercises. Topics covered through this overall condition-
ing program are weight training, conditioning exercises, 
proper nutrition, muscle definition, posture, physical 
response to exercise, and weight control. A variety of 
equipment, training methods, and nutrition discussions 
will be used to provide a healthy means to redefine and 
shape the body.

Advanced Body Sculpting - Elective - Up to 6 Semes-
ters – Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite – Introduction to Lifetime 
Fitness and Weight Training, Body Sculpting, or 
Teacher Recommendation.

This course provides advanced instruction in 
strength training and conditioning exer-
cises. Topics covered through 
this overall condition-
ing program are weight 
training, conditioning 
exercise, and weight 
control. Participants 
will engage in higher 
levels of activity and be 
expected to use basic 
concepts and knowledge 
of body sculpting to track 
personal improvement.

French I or Honors French I or Gifted French I - 

2 Semesters - Gr. 8–12

(Students completing French I in 8th grade take French II 
in 9th grade.)
Through realistic use of the language, the student will 
learn to communicate in oral and written form on a vari-
ety of everyday topics and will gain cultural knowledge of 
French-speaking countries.

French II or Honors French II or Gifted French II - 

2 Semesters - Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - French I or 
Teacher Recommendation.

Building on the background of French I, the student will 
learn to interact in more complex situations, read more 
complicated materials, and write more extended mes-
sages. Cultural understanding increases through reading 
and discussion of authentic documents.

French III or Honors French III or Gifted French III - 
2 Semesters - Gr. 10–12 Prerequisite - French II or 
Teacher Recommendation.

The students will learn to give detailed information, 
narrate events, read authentic texts, and handle more 
challenging situations in French. In addition, students 
will continue to develop a deeper understanding of Fran-
cophone culture.

French IV or Honors French IV or Gifted French IV 
- 2 Semesters - Gr. 11–12 Prerequisite - French III or 
Teacher Recommendation.

The student will refine his or her communicative ability 
and build vocabulary, allowing the student to converse 
in a variety of situations and comprehend a variety of 
fiction and non-fiction texts. Cultural understanding re-
mains an important goal throughout the entire sequence 
of French language study.

French V or Honors French V or Gifted French V - 

2 Semesters - Grade 12 Prerequisite - French IV or 
Teacher Recommendation.

The student will continue to refine his or her communi-
cative ability, allowing the student to converse in diverse 
situations and comprehend authentic texts. Cultural 
understanding remains an important goal throughout 
the entire sequence of French language study.

AP French - 2 Semesters - Gr. 11–12 Prerequisite - 
Teacher Recommendation.

Students will complete college-level work in the French 
language. The objectives for this course follow the Col-
lege Board syllabus, preparing students for the optional 
Advanced Placement exam.

modern/ClassiCal lanGuaGes
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German I or Honors German I or Gifted German I - 

2 Semesters - Gr. 8–12

(Students completing German I in 8th grade take German 
II in 9th grade.)
Through realistic use of the language, the student will 
learn to communicate in oral and written form on a vari-
ety of everyday topics and will gain cultural knowledge of 
German-speaking countries.

German II or Honors German II or Gifted German 
II - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - German I  or 
Teacher Recommendation.

Building on the background of German I, the student 
will learn to interact in more complex situations, read 
more complicated materials, and write more extended 
messages. Cultural understanding increases through 
reading and discussion of authentic documents.

German III or Honors German III or Gifted German III 
- 2 Semesters - Gr. 10–12 Prerequisite - German II or 
Teacher Recommendation.

The students will learn to give detailed information, 
narrate events, read authentic texts, and handle more 
challenging situations in German. In addition, students 
will continue to develop a deeper understanding of the 
cultures of the German-speaking world.

German IV or Honors German IV or Gifted German 
IV - 2 Semesters - Gr. 11–12 Prerequisite - German III 
or Teacher Recommendation.

The student will refine his or her communicative ability 
and build vocabulary, allowing the student to converse in 
a variety of situations as well as comprehend a variety of 
fiction and non-fiction texts. Cultural understanding re-
mains an important goal throughout the entire sequence 
of German language study.

German V or Honors German V or Gifted German V - 
2 Semesters - Grade 12 Prerequisite - German IV or 
Teacher Recommendation.

The student will continue to refine his or her communi-
cative ability, allowing the student to converse in diverse 
situations and comprehend authentic texts. Cultural 
understanding remains an important goal throughout 
the entire sequence of German language study.

AP German - 2 Semesters - Gr. 11–12 Prerequisite - 
Teacher Recommendation.

Students will complete college-level work in German. 
The objectives for this course follow the College Board 
syllabus, preparing students for the optional Advanced 
Placement exam.

Spanish I or Honors Spanish I or Gifted Spanish I - 

2 Semesters - Gr. 8–12

(Students completing Spanish I in 8th grade take Spanish II 
in 9th grade.)
Through realistic use of the language, the student will 
learn to communicate in oral and written form on a vari-
ety of everyday topics and will gain cultural knowledge of 
Spanish-speaking countries.

Spanish II or Honors Spanish II or Gifted Spanish 
II - 2 Semester - Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Spanish I or 
Teacher Recommendation.

Building on the background of Spanish I, students will 
learn to interact in more complex situations, read more 
complicated materials, and write more extended mes-
sages. Cultural understanding increases through reading 
and discussion of authentic documents.

Spanish III or Honors Spanish III or Gifted Spanish III 
- 2 Semesters - Gr. 10–12 Prerequisite - Spanish II or 
Teacher Recommendation.

The students will learn to give detailed information, 
narrate events, read authentic texts, and handle more 
challenging situations in Spanish. In addition, students 
will continue to develop a deeper understanding of the 
cultures of the Spanish-speaking world.

Spanish IV or Honors Spanish IV or Gifted Spanish 
IV - 2 Semesters - Gr. 11–12 Prerequisite - Spanish III 
or Teacher Recommendation.

The student will refine his or her communicative ability 
and build vocabulary, allowing the student to converse 
in a variety of situations and comprehend a variety of 
fiction and non-fiction texts. Cultural understanding re-
mains an important goal throughout the entire sequence 
of Spanish language study.
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Spanish V or Honors Spanish V or Gifted Spanish V 
- 2 Semesters - Gr. 11–12 Prerequisite - Spanish IV or 
Teacher Recommendation.

The student will continue to refine his or her communi-
cative ability, allowing the student to converse in diverse 
situations and comprehend authentic texts. Cultural 
understanding remains an important goal throughout 
the entire sequence of Spanish language study.

Spanish VI or Honors Spanish VI or Gifted Spanish 
VI - 2 Semesters - Gr. 12 Prerequisite - Spanish V or 
Teacher Recommendation.

The student will continue to refine his or her communi-
cative ability, allowing the student to converse in diverse 
situations and comprehend authentic texts. Cultural 
understanding remains an important goal throughout 
the entire sequence of Spanish language study.

Advanced Placement Spanish - 2 Semesters - 

Gr. 11–12 Prerequisite - Teacher Recommendation.

Students will complete college-level work in the Spanish 
language. The objectives for this course follow the College 
Board syllabus, preparing students for the optional Ad-
vanced Placement exams in Spanish Language or Spanish 
Literature.

Spanish for Native Speakers I - 2 Semesters - 

Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Teacher Recommendation.

This course provides native speakers an opportunity to 
maintain oral competency in the Spanish language and to 
acquire a more sophisticated level of competency in read-
ing and writing. Students also gain a deeper understand-
ing of the native culture and cultures of other Spanish-
speaking countries.

Spanish for Native Speakers II - 2 Semesters - 

Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Teacher Recommendation.

This course provides native speakers a continued op-
portunity to practice communication skills, in order to 
maintain, improve, and perfect oral competency in Span-
ish language and to acquire a more sophisticated level of 
competency in reading authentic texts and writing. Stu-
dents also gain a deeper understanding of and interest in 
the native culture and cultures of other Spanish-speaking 
countries.

Classical language

latin I or Honors latin I or Gifted latin I - 

2 Semesters - Gr. 8–12

(Students completing Latin I in 8th grade take Latin II in 
9th grade.)
The student will develop the ability to read and write 
Latin through the study of vocabulary and grammar, and 
be introduced to Ancient Roman culture. The influence 
of Latin upon English will be emphasized.

latin II or Honors latin II or Gifted latin II - 

2 Semesters - Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Latin I or Teacher 
Recommendation.

Students continue to develop language skills and to 
acquire an understanding of Latin and Ancient Roman 
culture begun in Latin I.

latin III or Honors latin III or Gifted latin III - 

2 Semesters - Gr. 10–12 Prerequisite - Latin II or 
Teacher Recommendation.

Latin III is a continuation of the study of the Latin lan-
guage, including grammar, vocabulary, and literature. 
Students also study Ancient Roman history and culture 
and read original texts and readings.

latin IV or Honors latin IV or Gifted latin IV - 

2 Semesters - Gr. 11–12 Prerequisite - Latin III or 
Teacher Recommendation.

Latin IV is a continuation of the study of the Latin lan-
guage and Ancient Roman culture including grammar, 
vocabulary, and literature.

AP latin - 2 Semesters - Gr. 11–12 Prerequisite - 
Teacher Recommendation.

Students will complete college-level work in Latin. The 
objectives for this course follow the College Board sylla-
bus, preparing students for the optional Advanced Place-
ment exams in Latin Language or Latin: Vergil.
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dance
*  Introduction to Dance - Up to 8 Semesters - Gr. 9–12

The student acquires basic dance knowledge and skills, 
including change of level, movement sequence, spatial 
patterns, and dynamics in a variety of styles. The student 
studies the role of dance in various cultures, and ob-
serves and critiques dance performances, using specified 
criteria and appropriate dance terminology. The student 
develops coordination, flexibility, and strength, acquiring 
technical skills in preparation for further dance study.

*  Intermediate Dance - Up to 8 Semesters - Gr. 9–12 
Prerequisite - Teacher Recommendation and Audi-
tion.

Students extend their knowledge and skill in various 
dance forms, public performance techniques, and cho-
reographic concepts. Students study prominent historical 
figures in dance and learn to recognize classical dance 
works. Students practice dance analysis and movement 
sciences as related to injury prevention and technical 
training.

*  Advanced Dance - Up to 8 Semesters - Gr. 9–12 

Prerequisite - Teacher Recommendation and Audition.

The student acquires a comprehensive understanding 
of the elements of movement and dance technique. The 
student acquires knowledge in dance history and skills 
in choreography, performance, and critical analysis of 
dance.

*  Dance Composition – Up to 6 Semesters - Gr. 10–12 
Prerequisite - Advanced Dance and Teacher Recom-
mendation.

Students study the elements of choreography, lighting 
principles and techniques, and principles of costuming. 
Students will create original choreographic works, and 
will critique their own choreographic works and those 
created by others.

*  Theatre Dance - Up to 8 Semesters - Gr. 9–12 

Prerequisite - Teacher Recommendation and Audition.

Students will develop skills in social and musical theatre 
dance. They will study innovators in the fields of social 
and musical theatre dance. Students will acquire basic 
knowledge of historical and cultural dance forms and 
injury prevention.

theatre arts
Introduction to Theatre - 1 Semester - Gr. 9–12

Introduction to Theatre surveys theatre history, acting, 
and the technical skills involved in production. Students 
analyze and evaluate live theatre and explore the relation-
ship between theatre and other art forms.

*  Acting - 2 Semesters - Gr. 10–12 Prerequisite - 
Teacher Recommendation or Audition and Introduc-
tion to Theatre.

Students acquire skills in role analysis, character develop-
ment, vocal techniques, and communication of a text. 
Students solve theatrical problems through knowledge of 
cultural, social, and political aspects of the setting.

*  Advanced Drama - 4 Semesters - Gr. 10–12 

Prerequisite - Introduction to Theatre and Acting and/
or Teacher Recommendation.

The focus of Advanced Drama is on scene analysis, criti-
cal reviewing, and beginning directing. Students identify 
dramatic theories, styles, and literature.

*  Theatre Production Workshop - Up to 7 Semesters 
- Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Teacher Recommendation 
and/or Introduction to Theatre.

This course is designed to provide experience in all as-
pects of theatrical production and management. Students 
explore the creation of technical stage effects. The course 
culminates in a major theatrical production. 

*  Advanced Theatre Workshop - Up to 7 Semesters 
- Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Audition, Introduction to 
Theatre, and any acting or production class.

Advanced Theatre Workshop is for the experienced 
student performer or technician and includes the 
preparation of a major production. Students design and 
implement technical aspects of a production. In addition, 
students learn theatre management techniques. 

Fine arts
A combination of any Fine Arts courses will fulfill graduation elective requirements. Courses indicated with an asterisk 
(*) will require after-school rehearsals and/or performances. All Fine Arts courses are electives.

* This course will require 
after-school rehearsals 
and/or performances.
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*  Musical Production Workshop - Up to 7 Semesters 
- Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Audition, Introduction to 
Theatre, and any acting or production class. (Choral 
Music and Dance classes are recommended.)

This class will culminate in the production of a musical. 
Opportunities will be provided for students to develop 
individual and ensemble skills in singing, acting, and 
dancing. Students analyze production options to solve 
musical theatre problems. 

*  Stagecraft - Up to 8 Semesters - Gr. 10–12 Prerequi-
site - Teacher Recommendation and/or Introduction 
to Theatre.

Students engage in problem-solving activities in theatre 
management, scenery construction, costumes, makeup, 
properties, stage lighting, sound technology, and public-
ity. The course includes hands-on experience in all ele-
ments of theatre production.

music – Guitar and Piano
No interview or audition is required.

Beginning Guitar - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9–12

Students acquire basic music-reading skills and play-
ing techniques, including tuning, chords, rhythm, and 
strumming/picking techniques.

Beginning Piano Keyboard Techniques - 2 Semesters 
- Gr. 9–12

Students develop skills in fundamental piano techniques. 
Music theory skills include notation of pitch and rhythm, 
scales, and intervals. A variety of literature for the piano 
is studied and performed. Performance and sight-reading 
skills will be developed and enhanced through various 
keyboard techniques.

music – History and theory

Music History - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9–12

This survey course covers the evolution of musical style 
through major stylistic periods. Students examine the 
history of rhythm and pitch notation, the orchestral and 
keyboard instruments, and the lives of historically sig-
nificant composers. Listening skills and analysis of style 
characteristics are emphasized.

Music Theory - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9–12 
This course introduces the fundamentals of music theory, 
including key signatures, meter, tempo and dynamic 
terms, and harmonic progressions. Emphasis is placed 
on developing the students’ sight-singing, music dicta-
tion, and analysis skills. Students interpret figured bass 
symbols and analyze musical texture and form.

AP Music Theory - 2 Semesters - Gr. 11–12 Prereq-
uisite - 2 semesters of Instrumental Music or Vocal 
Music courses, and meet achievement criteria for 
music and math courses.

Emphasis is placed on harmonic structure of music and 
aural analysis of harmony. The objectives for this course 
follow the College Board syllabus, preparing students for 
the optional Advanced Placement exam.

music technology

Introduction to Music Technology - 1 Semester - 

Gr. 9–12

Students learn computer basics and are introduced to 
basic MIDI sequencing applications. Students explore 
MIDI sequencing software, “intelligent accompaniment” 
software, and notation software. Students create original 
multi-track sequences and original musical compositions.

Intermediate Music Technology - 1 Semester - 

Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Introduction to Music Technol-
ogy.

Students extend their knowledge of the computer, the 
electronic keyboard (synthesizer), and MIDI sequenc-
ing techniques. Students create a multi-track sequence of 
background music for a specific setting, such as movie/
TV score, computer game, commercial, etc. Students ap-
ply MIDI editing features and drum kits.

Advanced Music Technology - Up to 4 Semesters - 

Gr. 10–12 Prerequisite - Intermediate Music Technology

In addition to extending their knowledge and skill in 
MIDI sequencing techniques, students study and apply 
basic recording techniques and track-mixing techniques. 
Students explore careers associated with the music indus-
try, such as producer, engineer, and manager. Students 
create a multi-track sequence of background music and 
synchronize it to a video format. Students expand their 
understanding and use of compositional techniques, 
including harmonization, orchestration, and arranging.

* This course will require after-school rehearsals and/or performances.
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Choral music
An interview or audition is required for admission to 
courses beyond Beginning Chorus Ensemble.

*  Beginning Choral Ensemble - Up to 8 Semesters - 
Gr. 9–12

This course emphasizes the development of vocal tech-
niques and performance skills using a variety of choral 
literature. Students develop music reading skills. No prior 
experience is necessary.

*  Intermediate Choral Ensemble - Up to 8 Semesters 
- Gr. 9–12

This course further develops the student’s skill in vocal 
performance. The emphasis is on vocal technique de-
velopment, including breath control diction and vocal 
production.                    

*  Advanced Choral Ensemble - Up to 8 Semesters - 
Gr. 9–12

This course is designed for students interested in devel-
oping superior performance skills. Students refine vocal 
production skills to improve blend, balance, intonation, 
diction, and tone quality.

*  Vocal Ensemble - Up to 8 Semesters - Gr. 9–12

Students expand their choral/vocal repertoire to include 
all major historical and contemporary styles and genres 
written for the small vocal ensemble. Increasing technical 
skills in sight-singing and musical analysis is expected. 
Historical performance practices are stressed.

*  Advanced Vocal Ensemble - Up to 8 Semesters - 

Gr. 9–12

This course stresses the development of advanced vocal 
techniques. Both a cappella and accompanied literature 
for the ensemble are studied. Students explore composi-
tion and improvisation techniques and analysis of choral 
music.

instrumental music - orchestra
An interview or audition is required for placement in any 
instrumental music course. 

*  Beginning Orchestra - Up to 2 Semesters - Gr. 9–12

Students develop skills in fundamental strings instru-
ment techniques. Music theory skills include notation of 
pitch and rhythm, scales, and intervals. Aural develop-
ment is emphasized. A variety of literature for the string 
ensemble is studied and performed.

*  Concert Orchestra - Up to 8 Semesters - Gr. 9–12

In Concert Orchestra, students acquire intermediate-level 
solo and ensemble performance skills. Students refine 
music-reading skills as well as performance skills, includ-
ing more advanced bow techniques. Students acquire 
knowledge in music theory and history as they relate to 
orchestral literature. 

*  Symphonic Orchestra - Up to 8 Semesters - Gr. 9–12

Students engage in preparation and performance of music 
literature equivalent to Georgia Music Educators Associa-
tion (GMEA) difficulty level IV/V (the highest difficulty 
level being VI). Students refine bowing techniques, per-
formance techniques, intonation, and knowledge of music 
theory and history. 

*  Philharmonic Orchestra - Up to 8 Semesters - 

Gr. 9–12

This course is for the most advanced string instrument 
students. Emphasis is placed on the standard orchestral 
repertoire, advanced techniques, independence and 
confidence in performance situations, and thorough 
understanding of the theoretical and historical basis for 
the music performed. 

*  Chamber Orchestra - Up to 8 Semesters - Gr. 9–12

This course is designed for the student who wishes to 
study and perform the string chamber ensemble reper-
toire. Students learn the unique skills of small-ensemble 
performance.

instrumental music - band
An interview or audition is required for any instrumental 
music course. 

*  Beginning Band - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9–12

This course is designed for students having no prior band 
experience. The course content includes beginning instru-
mental skills and music reading. Students may need to 
furnish their own personal instrument to be used in class.  

*  Intermediate Band - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9–12

Intermediate Band allows students to develop knowl-
edge and skills in music reading, instrumental ensemble 
techniques, and appropriate level repertoire. Students 
continue to develop appropriate tone quality, intonation, 
balance, precision, phrasing, and technique. Students are 
expected to consistently demonstrate sight-reading skills 
and respond appropriately to expression markings in the 
musical score. 

* This course will require after-school rehearsals and/or performances.
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*  Concert Band - Up to 8 Semesters - Gr. 9–12

Concert Band allows students to continue to develop and 
refine performance skills. Students continue to develop 
appropriate tone quality, intonation, balance, precision, 
phrasing, and technique. Students are expected to consis-
tently demonstrate sight-reading skills and respond ap-
propriately to expression markings in the musical score. 

*  Symphonic Band - Up to 8 Semesters - Gr. 9–12

Symphonic Band allows students to continue to develop 
and acquire advanced skills in music reading and perfor-
mance techniques. A variety of standard band literature 
of various historical and contemporary styles and genres 
is performed. Students extend their knowledge of music 
theory, including analysis of form and style. Students 
continue to develop appropriate tone quality, intonation, 
balance, precision, phrasing, and technique. Students 
are expected to consistently demonstrate sight-reading 
skills and respond appropriately to expression markings 
in the musical score. Students explore compositional and 
improvisational techniques of instrumental music. 

*Symphonic Winds - Up to 8 Semesters - Gr. 9–12

Symphonic Winds allows students to continue to de-
velop advanced skills in music reading and performance 
techniques. A variety of standard band literature of 
various historical and contemporary styles and genres 
is performed. Students extend their knowledge of music 
theory, including analysis of form and style. Students 
continue to develop appropriate tone quality, intonation, 
balance, precision, phrasing, and technique. Students 
are expected to consistently demonstrate sight-reading 
skills and respond appropriately to expression markings 
in the musical score. Students explore compositional and 
improvisational techniques of instrumental music. 

*  Advanced Band - Up to 4 Semesters - Gr. 9–12

This is a non-ensemble class for the advanced instru-
mental music student concentrating on refining tech-
nique and the preparation of solo-ensemble materials. 
Students acquire advanced skills in music reading and 
solo performance techniques. A variety of literature of 
various historical and contemporary styles and genres 
is performed. Students extend their knowledge of music 
theory, including analysis of form and style. Students 
explore the composition and improvisation techniques of 
instrumental music.

*  Jazz Band - Up to 8 Semesters - Gr. 9–12

Students acquire skills in performance of instrumental 
music in all forms of jazz and rock idioms. The devel-
opment of contemporary instrumental music styles is 
studied, and students develop and explore compositional 
and improvisational techniques of the jazz idiom. 

visual arts
Two-Dimensional Design - 1 Semester - Gr. 9–12

This course encompasses exploration of image and makes 
use of techniques in drawing, printmaking, lettering, 
painting, and collage. A variety of two-dimensional de-
signs are created. Historical and contemporary achieve-
ments in two-dimensional art are explored.

Three-Dimensional Design - 1 Semester - Gr. 9–12

This course involves exploration of concepts and tech-
niques of construction, assemblage, and media ma-
nipulations. A variety of three-dimensional designs are 
created. Historical and contemporary developments in 
three-dimensional arts are explored.

The following advanced visual arts courses are designed 
for Gr. 10–12. All have Two-Dimensional Design and 
Three-Dimensional Design as prerequisites. Exception: A 
9th grade student may take advanced art classes during 
spring semester if he or she has successfully completed 
both Two-Dimensional Design and Three-Dimensional 
Design during fall semester of the 9th grade year.

Sculpture - Up to 4 Semesters - Gr. 10–12 Prerequi-
site - Two-Dimensional Design and Three-Dimension-
al Design.

Students study the basic elements of design as they relate 
to 3-D form. The course emphasizes solving problems, 
incorporating basic additive, subtractive, and manipu-
lative methods. Students also explore combinations of 
media and the resolution of 3-D design problems. His-
torical and contemporary developments in sculpture are 
explored.

Pottery - Up to 4 Semesters - Gr. 10–12 Prerequisite 
- Two-Dimensional Design and Three-Dimensional 
Design. 

Students will design and create hand-built clay pottery 
forms, incorporating the elements and principles of 3-D 
design. The student will be introduced to wheel pottery. 
Historical and contemporary developments in clay will 
be explored.

* This course will require after-school rehearsals and/or performances.
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Jewelry and Metalworking - Up to 4 Semesters - 

Gr. 10–12 Prerequisite - Two-Dimensional Design and 
Three-Dimensional Design.

Students will use a variety of materials and methods to 
design and create jewelry. The student will form and join 
metals using basic casting and fabrication techniques. 
Historical and contemporary developments in jewelry 
design will be explored.

Computer Applications in Art - Up to 4 Semesters - 
Gr. 10–12 Prerequisite - Two-Dimensional Design and 
Three-Dimensional Design.

Students use a variety of electronic media, software, tech-
niques, and equipment to solve computer-art problems. 
Students learn to apply knowledge of the principles of de-
sign in creating computer art by generating and integrat-
ing illustrations, typography, and photographic images 
into complete pieces of computer art. Related historical 
and contemporary art works will be explored.

Commercial Photography I - Basic Black and White 
Photography - 1 Semester - Gr. 10–12 Prerequisite 
- Two-Dimensional Design and Three-Dimensional 
Design.

Students are introduced to the creation of images using 
light-sensitive materials. The technical areas addressed 
are camera and lens theory, basic light and optics, expo-
sure controls, fundamental darkroom operations, safety, 
chemistry, paper and film theory, black and white print-
ing, and equipment usage. Students are introduced to 
basic lighting and flash photography as well as historical 
and contemporary developments in photography.

Commercial Photography II - Studio Techniques in 
Photography - 1 Semester - Gr. 10–12 Prerequisite - 
Commercial Photography I.

Students create commercial photographic images us-
ing professional-quality cameras, lighting, light-meters, 
strobes, flash units, backdrops and props. Students are in-
troduced to studio lighting effects and techniques. Dark-
room assignments include the materials, paper, printing 
techniques, and chemistry associated with commercial 
darkroom operations. Students study and research his-
torical and contemporary developments in photography.

Commercial Photography III - Digital Photography - 

1 Semester - Gr. 10–12 Prerequisite - Commercial 
Photography I or Computer Applications in Art.

As a growing part of commercial photography, the creation 
of images using electronic digital still cameras, scanners, 
video cameras, and digital studio cameras will be intro-

duced in this course. All final work will be the product of 
photo imaging, using Adobe Photoshop and other relevant 
software. The work will be illustrative, documentary, pho-
tojournalistic, and experimental in nature. The traditional 
skills of the retoucher will be explored in an electronic for-
mat, as well as, the changing role of digital photography in 
the new world of Web, Internet, and intranet publications. 

Commercial Photography IV - Non-Traditional Print-
ing Techniques in Photography - 1 Semester - 

Gr. 10–12 Prerequisite - Commercial Photography I.

Students will be introduced to the creation of images 
using light-sensitive materials, non-traditional printing 
methods, and current technology. Actual shooting and 
printing assignments will allow the student to acquire 
knowledge and skills in commercial image production 
and contemporary fine-print production.

Photo Design - Up to 4 Semesters - Gr. 10–12 Prereq-
uisite - Two-Dimensional Design and Three-Dimen-
sional Design.

Students are introduced to the creation of images using 
light-sensitive materials. Pinhole photography and con-
tact printing are emphasized, along with other introduc-
tory work with film. Eventually, students will use the 
photographic medium to communicate feelings and ideas 
while applying the technical skills acquired in previous 
courses. Historical and contemporary developments in 
photography will be explored.

Drawing and Painting - Up to 4 Semesters - Gr. 10–12 
Prerequisite - Two-Dimensional Design and Three-
Dimensional Design.

Students will acquire skills in a variety of drawing and 
painting techniques, including the use of contour line, 
gesture line, value, and color. The development of a 
painting style will be introduced, with emphasis on con-
structing personal visual statements that communicate 
feelings and ideas. Career opportunities in the field will 
be examined. Historical and contemporary developments 
in drawing and painting will be explored.

Architectural Design - Up to 4 Semesters - Gr. 10–12 
Prerequisite - Two-Dimensional Design and Three-
Dimensional Design.

Students will survey the principles of design in historical 
architecture and environmental design development and 
apply the skills learned to practical designs. Students’ ex-
perience will include model-making, architectural draw-
ing, field trips to view exemplary architectural examples, 
and discussions related to career opportunities in the field.
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Printmaking - Up to 4 Semesters - Gr. 10–12  
Prerequisite - Two-Dimensional Design and Three-
Dimensional Design.

Students will experiment with various printmaking pro-
cesses, including relief, intaglio, lithography, and screen 
printing. Related history and contemporary develop-
ments will be explored and career opportunities will be 
examined.

Graphic Design - Up to 4 Semesters - Gr. 10–12 
Prerequisite - Two-Dimensional Design and Three-
Dimensional Design.

Students study the basics of design related to advertis-
ing, packaging, displaying, and illustrating. Students 
employ lettering and drafting techniques and technology 
to create designs that communicate an idea. Projects and 
problems will be explored to simulate experiences from 
the world of work. Historical and contemporary develop-
ments in typography and graphic design will be explored.

Crafts Design - Up to 4 Semesters - Gr. 10–12  
Prerequisite - Two-Dimensional Design and Three-
Dimensional Design.

Students will explore the elements of two-dimensional 
and three-dimensional design through study and creation 
of various craft forms. Media may include metals, clay, 
fibers, textiles, wood, and mixed media. Students will 
explore questions of functionality and market appeal of 
their work. Contemporary and historical developments 
from Western and non-Western cultures will be explored.

AP Art History - Up to 2 Semesters - Gr. 10–12 

Prerequisite - Student must be enrolled in honors or 
gifted Social Studies or Language Arts classes.

The objectives for this course follow the College Board 
syllabus, preparing students for the optional Advanced 
Placement exam.

AP Studio Drawing Portfolio - Up to 2 Semesters - 
Gr. 11–12 Prerequisite - Student must demonstrate 
competence and self-motivation in numerous 
advanced-level Visual Arts courses and must pass 
a portfolio check by the instructor of the course. 
(Teacher Recommendation Necessary.)

The student will follow the prescribed College Board 
Drawing Portfolio (AP Studio) curriculum. Students may 
submit work for AP credit. Work concentration will be 
in painting, printmaking, and mixed media. Abstract, 
observational, and inventive works may qualify. (Works 
of photography, videotapes, and digital works may not be 
submitted for AP Studio Drawing Portfolio.)

AP 2-D Design Portfolio - Up to 2 Semesters - 

Gr. 11–12 Prerequisite - Students must demon-
strate competence and self-motivation in numerous 
advanced-level Visual Arts courses and must pass 
a portfolio check by the instructor of the course. 
(Teacher Recommendation Necessary.)

The objectives for this course follow the College Board 
syllabus for 2-D Design Portfolio (AP Studio). Students 
may submit work for AP credit. Work concentration will 
be in, but is not limited to, graphic design, typography, 
digital imaging, photography, collage, fabric design, 
weaving, illustration, painting, and printmaking. 

AP 3-D Design Portfolio - Up to 2 Semesters - 

Gr. 11–12 Prerequisite - Student must demonstrate 
competence and self-motivation in numerous 
advanced-level Visual Arts courses and must pass 
a portfolio check by the instructor of the course. 
(Teacher Recommendation Necessary.)

The objectives for this course follow the College Board 
syllabus for 3-D Design Portfolio (AP Studio) curricu-
lum. Students may submit work for AP credit. Work con-
centration will be in traditional sculpture, architectural 
models, apparel, ceramics, three-dimensional fiber arts, 
or metal works. Any work that is derived from photo-
graphs, published images, and/or other artists’ works 
must show substantial and significant development 
beyond duplication. 
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teCHniCal eduCation

About Career Pathways…

The Georgia Department of Education (DOE) is developing Career Pathways that will allow students to concentrate 
their studies in an area of technical education to prepare for a seamless transition from high school to postsecondary 
training in college or technical school. Pathways have been developed in nine areas for 2008–09 with additional Path-
ways available in 2009–10. As new Pathways are created and approved by the state DOE and Gwinnett County Public 
Schools, course offerings will be updated. While all courses listed under each Pathway may be taken as a stand-alone 
elective course, the strength of the Pathway lies in completing an established program of study that leads to validation 
through an industry-based assessment. You’ll learn more about Pathways through your school.

Note: For specialized programs in the Grayson High School Technical Education Program or Maxwell High School of 
Technology, and more on Pathways available in 2009–10, see the section starting on page 65.

CAREER PATHWAY Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4

Small Business  
Development

Business Essentials Legal Environment of 
Business

Entrepreneurial Ven-
tures

Financial Management– 
Accounting

Business Essentials Accounting I Accounting II

Financial Management– 
Services

Business Essentials Banking and  
Investing

Insurance and Risk 
Management

Financial Literacy

Computing Computing in the 
Modern World

Introduction to  
Programming

AP Computer Science 
A or AB (can count as 
4th Science Credit)

Interactive Media Computing in the 
Modern World

Web Development 
and Design

Advanced Web  
Development and 
Design (2010–11)

Marketing Management Marketing Principles, 
Practice, and  
Promotion

Entrepreneurship Advanced Marketing  
Seminar

Fashion Marketing Marketing Principles, 
Practice, and  
Promotion

Introduction to  
Fashion Marketing

Advanced Fashion 
Marketing

Video Broadcast  
Journalism (VBJ)

VBJ I VBJ II VBJ III VBJ IV

JROTC  
(courses vary by branch)

1 Unit 1 Unit 1 Unit 1 Unit

In addition to Pathways under development for the Grayson and Maxwell programs, more Career Pathways and courses 
are being developed for introduction in all high schools in 2009–10. Proposed Pathways and possible courses include:
•	 Marketing Communications and Promotion — Professional Sales and Promotion, E-Marketing, Marketing  

Research

•	 Engineering— Foundations of Engineering, Engineering Applications, Engineering Research

•	 Early Childhood Education— Introduction to Early Childhood Care and Education; Human Growth and Develop-
ment for Early Childhood; Health, Safety, and Nutrition for the Young Child; Early Childhood Education Internship

•	 Teaching as a Profession— Examining the Teaching Profession, Contemporary Issues in Education, Teaching as a 
Profession Internship

•	 Culinary Arts— Introduction to Culinary Arts, Culinary Arts I, Culinary Arts II

•	 Nutrition and Food Science— Food, Nutrition, and Wellness; Food and Nutrition Through the Life Span; Food Sci-
ence 
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business and ComPuter sCienCe 
Students may choose to complete a Career Pathway in Small Business Development, Interactive Media, Financial Manage-
ment-Accounting, Financial Management-Services, or in Computing. All courses in Business and Computer Science are of-
fered as elective credit. Mastery of business skills with project-based learning and leadership development activities through 
Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) will give students a competitive edge for the global marketplace.

Business Essentials - 2 semesters - Gr. 9–12

This class is ideal for any student who plans to own and 
operate his or her own business. The course will help 
students build a strong knowledge base and develop 
management skills as they study forms of business own-
ership, functions of management, budgeting and finance, 
technology, communications, legislation, leadership and 
teamwork, marketing, and economics. 

Entrepreneurial Ventures - 2 Semesters- Gr. 10–12

This course concentrates on the management skills 
necessary for successful business operation. Students will 
study management strategies for developing and imple-
menting business plans; structuring the organization; 
financing the organization; and managing information, 
operations, marketing, and human resources. An inte-
gral component of the Entrepreneurial Ventures course 
is a school-based or community-based entrepreneurial 
venture that will engage students in the creation and 
management of a business and the challenges of being a 
small-business owner. 

Banking and Investing - 2 semesters - Gr. 10–12 

Using project-based instruction, students are introduced 
to the basics of the banking system, bank operating 
procedures, negotiable instruments, and the deposit and 
credit functions of banks. Methods used for measuring 
the financial performance of banks are analyzed. Cur-
rent issues and future trends in banking are examined. 
Students explore the major functions of bank employees 
by completing a flow-of-work simulation. Students will 
formulate business and individual investment decisions 
by comparing and contrasting a variety of investment 
options. Students will analyze annual reports, predict 
growth rates, and chart trend lines. This course provides 
instruction in banking, credit, and personal finance. 
Course content includes the history of banking, budget-
ing, negotiable instruments, personal banking accounts, 
consumer protection laws, banking services, technology 
in banking, and other related topics.

Financial literacy - 2 semesters - Gr. 9–12 

In this course, students will learn about career decisions, 
money management, financial security, credit manage-

ment, resource management, risk management, and con-
sumer rights and responsibilities. 

Accounting I - 2 semesters - Gr. 10–12 

In this course, students learn to perform accounting ac-
tivities for sole proprietorships and corporations follow-
ing generally accepted accounting procedures. Students 
will analyze business transactions and financial state-
ments, perform payroll, examine the global perspective 
of accounting, and evaluate the effects of transactions on 
the economic health of a business. This course offers an 
introduction to the balance sheet; the general journal; the 
general ledger; classification and summary of income and 
expenses; and basic principles, terms, and procedures 
used in entering data in an accounting system. Addition-
al emphasis is placed on journalizing, posting, checking 
of accounts, reconciling of bank statements, and working 
with adjustments and closing entries.

Accounting II - 2 semesters - Gr. 11–12 Prerequisite - 
Accounting I.

This course builds on knowledge acquired in Accounting 
I. Students will perform accounting activities for partner-
ships and corporations following generally accepted ac-
counting procedures. Uncollectible accounts, plant assets, 
inventory, notes payable and receivable, prepared and ac-
crued expenses, and unearned and accrued revenues are 
analyzed and related adjustments are calculated. Students 
will apply accounting procedures to the formation, dis-
solution, and liquidation of business entities. In addition, 
students will apply managerial accounting techniques. 
This course provides advanced instruction in depart-
mentalized accounting procedures, cash funds, deprecia-
tion, uncollected accounts, notes, payables, receivables, 
unearned revenue, corporation dividends and capital 
acquisition, manufacturing costs, break-even points, and 
electronic spreadsheet information. Computerized and 
manual accounting systems will be used.

Insurance and Risk Management - 2 semesters - 

Gr. 11–12 

Using project-based instruction, students will analyze 
risk-management techniques from the viewpoints of 
those employed in the industry as well as from that of 
business owners seeking to meet risk-management needs. 
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Insurance products will be evaluated in relation to cost 
and effectiveness. The importance of ethical practices is 
emphasized. Business partnerships with risk-management 
companies, guest speakers, field trips, and work-based 
learning activities may be incorporated in this course.

legal Environment of Business - 2 semesters - 

Gr. 11–12 

This course is designed to develop a basic knowledge 
of the legal system and how business law has an impact 
on commerce, domestically and internationally. Topics 
include structure of the court system, ethics, procedural 
contracts, sales contracts, consumer and agency con-
tracts, employment, personal and real property, insur-
ance, bankruptcy, wills and trusts, impact of technology, 
and environmental and energy regulation.

Computing in the Modern World - 2 semesters - 

Gr. 9–12

The purpose of this course is to provide students with an 
introduction to the principles of computer science and its 
place in the modern world. This course will also help stu-
dents use computers effectively in their lives, providing a 
foundation for successfully integrating their own interests 
and careers with the resources of a technological society. 
Students will gain a fundamental understanding of the 
operation of computers and networks and will create use-
ful programs implementing simple algorithms. By devel-
oping Web pages that include images, sound, and text, 
they will acquire a working understanding of the Internet, 
common formats for data transmission, and insight into 
the design of the human-computer interface. Exposure to 
career possibilities and discussion of ethical issues relating 
to computers also will be important threads in this course.

Computer Applications - 2 semesters - Gr. 9–12 

Knowing how to use computer software is a basic skill for 
everyone. Students gain basic computer skills needed for 
future education or employment plans. Students in this 
course will be introduced to word processing (MS Word), 
desktop publishing (MS Publisher), spreadsheet (MS Ex-
cel), database (MS Access), and presentation (MS Power 
Point) applications. Students will train on equipment and 
software that is most commonly used in business today. 
This course is suggested for all students and is a pre-
requisite for several business courses. A test-out option 
is available at each high school. Contact the Technical 
Education Department Chair for information. 

Web Development and Design - 2 Semesters - 

Gr. 9–12 Prerequisite - Computer Applications or Ex-
emption Exam/Instructor Recommendation.

Web Development and Design will include an overview 
of the basic principles of designing Web pages. Students 
will use the planning process to create Web pages. HTML 
and JavaScript programming techniques will be taught 
in preparation for use of professional Web page design 
programs. Students will use industry-standard software 
to create and maintain Web sites. Second semester activi-
ties provide students with an opportunity to apply their 
HTML/Web design knowledge. Students will design, 
build, manage, and deploy high-quality, low-maintenance 
web pages that include animation, interactive content, 
and photo editing. The school Web site may be an ongo-
ing project for this class. This course may offer initial 
Certified Internet Webmaster exam.

Introduction to Programming (JAVA) - 

2 Semesters - Gr. 10–12 Prerequisite - Integrated 
Algebra I or Teacher Recommendation.

The major goal of this course is for students to develop 
the computer science skills of algorithm development, 
problem-solving, and programming. While the emphasis 
of the course will be on programming, students also will 
be introduced to other important topics, such as careers, 
the limits of computing, and the difference between 
interpreters and compilers.

AP Computer Science (JAVA) - 2 Semesters - 

Gr. 11–12 Prerequisite- Introduction to Programming 
(JAVA) is highly suggested, but not required. Counts 
as a science elective. 

Through the intense study of structured programming 
in JAVA, the student will become proficient in program-
ming methodology, algorithms, and data structures. 
Applications are chosen to develop student awareness of 
the necessity for particular algorithms and data struc-
tures. Topics concerning computing systems and social 
implications of electronic computing are integrated into 
the course. The objectives for this course follow the Col-
lege Board syllabus, preparing students for the optional 
Advanced Placement exam. 

Computer Networking - CISCO - 4 Semesters - 

Gr. 11–12 Prerequisite - Teacher Recommendation.

This course is designed to provide fundamental steps 
toward achieving CISCO Networking Certification. 
Check local school availability. Class is limited to selected 
students who meet criteria.
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Multimedia and Communication Technology - 

2 semesters - Grade 10-12 Prerequisite - Computer 
Applications or Passing Score on Exemption Exam. 

This course provides computer-based instruction de-
signed to assist students in the development of skills that 
will be the foundation for success for future education or 
employment plans. The focus will be on the creation of 
presentations and communication projects using a vari-
ety of software. Software includes, but is not limited to, 
Microsoft Office, Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Premiere Pro, 
and MovieMaker. These applications meet business and 
industry standards. In addition, students will understand 
the nature of and practice written and oral communica-
tion by planning and writing documents that are appro-
priate for the situation, purpose, and audience. 

Business Data Applications - 1 semester - Gr. 10–12  
Prerequisite - Computer Applications or Passing 
Score on Exemption Exam.  

This course provides core-, intermediate-, and advanced- 
level instruction on spreadsheet software used by colleges 
and businesses to solve problems. Current Windows-based 
spreadsheet and database industry software will be used.

Business Document Processing - 2 semesters - 

Gr. 10–12 Prerequisite - Computer Applications or 
Passing Score on Exemption Exam. 

Business Document Processing focuses on the develop-
ment of skills required for improved productivity of 

electronically produced business letters, reports, memos, 
and other documents. Advanced features including mac-
ros, columns, merging, tables, styles, automatic outlin-
ing, and other features to enhance business documents. 
In addition, this course focuses on development of skills 
required for improving productivity of electronically pro-
duced publications, such as advertisement, newsletters, 
brochures, and flyers. Students will use two popular desk-
top publishing software applications, Microsoft Publisher 
and Adobe PageMaker.

Business Procedures - 2 semesters - Gr. 11–12 Prereq-
uisite - Computer Applications or Passing Score on 
Exemption Exam, and Teacher Recommendation.

This is a computer-based course that provides entry-
level skills and knowledge for business management and 
office environments. Topics covered will include human 
relations, job application process, communication skills, 
document processing, management information systems, 
business etiquette, and business-related software. Upon 
completion of this class, the students will be prepared for 
an internship in an office setting.

Business Procedures Internship - 2 semesters - 

Gr. 11–12 Prerequisite - Business Procedures and 
Teacher Recommendation.

Students serve in an internship at the school in selected 
office sites with supervised and evaluated, unpaid work 
tied to the Business Procedures curriculum.  

marketinG eduCation
Students who are interested in competing in a global society should prepare by registering for Marketing Education courses. 
Currently, a student may complete a Pathway in Marketing and Management. Additional Career Pathways in Marketing 
are under development and new courses will be added. Watch for updates from your school. 

Marketing Principles, Practices, and Promotion - 

2 Semesters - Gr. 9–12

This course provides an overview of the total Marketing 
Education program and its components, presents employ-
ment opportunities in marketing, prepares students for 
job interviews, incorporates human relations and commu-
nications in business, and explores the role of marketing 
in our economy. Marketing functions, marketing con-
cepts, channels of distribution, special markets, and trends 
in marketing are taught. A study of retail operations, 
career opportunities, store location and layout, organiza-
tional structure, and merchandising policies are covered. 
This course emphasizes the various methods to promote 
goods and services. Advertising, media selection, display 
techniques, ad layout principles, and the basic steps in 

selling are explored. Product service technology, human 
relations, and communications are covered. Students must 
apply their knowledge in a promotional simulation.

Entrepreneurship - 2 Semesters - Gr. 10–12  
Prerequisite - Marketing Principles, Practices, and 
Promotion.

This course is designed to introduce the student to the 
role of small business in contemporary society. Students 
are given the opportunity to study, discuss, and apply the 
principles and methods of small-business organization 
and management with an emphasis on the marketing 
mix. Students participate in a project which includes 
business planning and management.
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Advanced Marketing Seminar - 2 Semesters - Gr. 12 
Prerequisite - Completion of Minimum of Three  
Marketing Courses.

In this seminar, the student undertakes research, analysis, 
and recommendation for solution of a marketing problem 
(or instead, the investigation of a specific area of market-
ing) under the direction of the ME coordinator. The cur-
riculum is arranged and outlined in a grade contract.

Fashion Marketing - 2 Semesters - Gr. 10–12 

This course describes the environment in which fashion 
thrives; introduces the terminology and basic elements 
of fashion; identifies the factors that influence fashion 
behavior; gives an historical perspective of fashion; traces 
the movement of fashion; identifies fashion leaders and 
followers; explores each of the fashion industries; pres-
ents methods of promotion, selling, and coordination; 
and explains the development of a fashion image.

International Marketing - 1 Semester - Gr. 10–12  
Prerequisite - Marketing Principles, Practices, and 
Promotion.

This course is designed to introduce students to aspects 
of marketing products and services in the global market-
place and the career opportunities available in this field. 

The course analyzes the economic, cultural, and political 
factors needed to facilitate trade on a global scale.

Sport and Event Marketing Fundamentals and 
Management- 2 Semesters - Gr. 10–12 Prerequisite - 
Marketing Principles, Practices, and Promotion.

This course introduces students to the major segments of 
the Sport and Event Industry and the social and eco-
nomic impact the industry has on the global economy 
with emphasis on business fundamentals, product mix, 
product knowledge, product/service management, busi-
ness regulation, selling, marketing information manage-
ment, and economics. Project-based instruction will be 
incorporated in this course to provide real-world applica-
tion. Students also will develop managerial and analytical 
skills in sport/event marketing. 

Marketing laboratory - 2 Semesters - Gr. 10–12

This course is designed to allow a student to use knowl-
edge, skills, and attitudes learned in the classroom in 
operating the marketing laboratory.

Video Broadcast Journalism/Video Production I -  
2 Semesters - Gr. 9–12

The program seeks to integrate recent trends in the study 
of mass communications into a class that is appropriate 
for an advanced-level course. Skills will be developed in 
basic theory, practice and operations of equipment related 
to a television studio, the portable camera, and videotape 
editing. Through problem-solving activities, projects, 
and discussions, knowledge of how video and film affects 
life and society will be demonstrated. Students also learn 
about video and film equipment operation, cover switch-
es, camera, lighting, audio boards, and tape machines. 

Video Broadcast Journalism/Video Production II - 

2 Semesters - Gr. 10–12 Prerequisite - Video Broad-
cast Journalism I.

Through problem-solving activities, projects, and discus-
sions, knowledge of how film and video affects life and 
society will be demonstrated. Additionally, study will be 
conducted on recent trends in mass communication. This 
course enhances prerequisite skills and provides instruc-
tion in producing non-narrative videos and commercials.

video broadCast Journalism
This Career Pathway is designed to provide students with a hands-on experience in the development of visual communica-
tion. Development of media includes project management, script development, editing, and studio work. Students work as 
a team to produce news stories, editorials, features, and documentaries. Students will acquire the knowledge and skills to 
be lifelong effective consumers and producers of visual communication. Students should have basic computer and key-
boarding skills and strong written communication skills. 
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FamilY and Consumer sCienCe
Career Pathways in Family and Consumer Science are under development and new courses will be added. Watch for up-
dates from your school. 

Introduction to Family and Consumer Science -  
2 Semesters - Gr. 9–12

This course introduces the various subject areas of Fam-
ily and Consumer Sciences. The students will receive a 
foundation in individual and family development, food 
and nutrition; housing and resource management; and 
design, textiles and apparel. Careers in Family and Con-
sumer Sciences will be explored.

Individual and Family Development - 1 Semester - 
Gr. 10–12

The student will develop insight into personal growth 
and development. The course will examine the individual 
and the family as it relates to responsibilities and the 
development of relationships. Effective communication 
skills, family crises management, and goal-setting will be 
explored. 

Responsible Parenting - 1 Semester - Gr. 10–12 

This course will include the study of the stages of growth 
and development from the prenatal stage through the 
first year of life, child health and safety, discipline, and 
the selection of childcare facilities. Also included are 
parenthood responsibilities, human sexuality, pregnancy, 
prenatal care, and special needs of children.

Child Development - 2 Semesters - Gr. 10–12 

Prerequisite - Individual and Family Development or 
Responsible Parenting.

This course includes the study of the physical, emotional, 
social, and intellectual development of children from the 
end of the first year through preschool. Students plan-
ning on a career in early childhood education, pediatric 

medicine, or childcare in the private sector will be able 
to use the knowledge and skills gained in this course to 
improve their job performance.

Family and Child Service Occupations - 2 Semes-
ters - Gr. 11–12 Prerequisite - Individual and Family 
Development, Responsible Parenting, and Child 
Development

This course provides students a hands-on opportunity to 
learn how they can be active and effective participants in 
an early childhood classroom. Experiences will include 
the organizing and managing of the classroom, protect-
ing the health and safety of children, and the planning of 
appropriate activities.

Video Broadcast Journalism/Video Production III -  
2 Semesters - Gr. 11–12 Prerequisite - Video Broad-
cast Journalism II.

This course will enhance prerequisite skills and provide 
instruction in producing narrative videos. Students 
should be able to perform at an independent level of 
proficiency. This course builds upon prerequisite skills 
by requiring students to analyze, evaluate, and synthesize 
the body of video work created during the student’s high 
school career. The student will develop a substantial video 
portfolio based upon this work for public presentation.

Video Broadcast Journalism/Video Production IV -  
2 Semesters - Gr. 12 Prerequisite - Video Broadcast 
Journalism III.

This course offers the advanced video production student 
the chance to pursue independent study in video produc-
tion. The student will produce a number of short videos 
on selected topics. Students must be able to perform at an 
independent level of proficiency. 
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Independent living - 1 Semester - Gr. 10–12

The student will gain knowledge and skills needed for in-
dependent living. The course will examine career options, 
workplace requirements, financial management, consum-
er issues, housing selection and management, food and 
nutrition essentials, and wardrobe management.

Elder Care - 1 Semester - Gr. 10–12

In this course, students study the physical, mental, social, 
and emotional needs of older adults. Emphasis is placed 
on planning, organizing, and conducting activities that 
promote physical, social, and emotional growth for the 
elderly. Students will study and carry out projects related 
to nutrition, housing needs, and financial planning for 
older adults. Students will plan and carry out related 
activities with elderly individuals.

Design: Interior and Fashion Technology - 2 Semes-
ters - Gr. 10–12

This course enables students to explore trends and 
technological advancements in the areas of fashion and 
interiors. The focus of this class will be on teaching 
the students to recognize and apply the principles and 
elements of design. It also will enable a student to gain 
consumer skills and to explore career opportunities in 
both fashion and interiors.

Nutrition and Food Science I - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9–12

This course provides instruction in basic principles of 
nutrition for the encouragement of health and wellness. 
Food consumerism, basic food-preparation techniques, 
technology in the food lab, and safety and sanitation are 

taught in this course. In addition, U.S. regional foods and 
a variety of ethnic food patterns will be included.

Nutrition and Food Science II - 2 Semesters - 

Gr. 10–12 Prerequisite - Nutrition and Food Science I.

This course gives students insight into the many career 
possibilities in the food and hospitality industry. The 
focus of this course includes advanced lab technology, re-
source management, and advanced culinary techniques.

Food Services Occupations - 2 Semesters - Gr. 11–12 
Prerequisite - Nutrition and Food Science II or Teacher 
Recommendation.

This advanced-level course is an invaluable foundation 
to build upon for any career in hospitality, catering, 
health occupations, restaurant/hotel management, or 
other food-related occupations. Advanced culinary and 
quantity preparation techniques form the basis of this 
laboratory-oriented class. Students will gain experience 
and skills to prepare them for college, culinary school, or 
a position in food service. Students will exit this course 
with a completed portfolio.

enGineerinG
Career Pathways in Engineering are under development and new courses will be added. Watch for updates from your local 
school. These courses continue to prepare the student to make more meaningful career and educational decisions in choos-
ing to continue his or her training in high school or to pursue postsecondary education in a technical school or college in 
the area of engineering. 
Power and Energy - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9–12 

This course familiarizes the student with the various 
sources of power. It begins with the study of early sources 
of power and includes most recent developments of 
power and energy technology. Students are introduced 
to the fundamentals of engines and their construction, 
operation, and applications. Emphasis is placed on alter-
native energy sources.

Mechanical Drafting - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9–12

This course is designed to introduce analytical and crit-
ical-thinking skills in the context of technical drafting. 
Students will study the principles of drafting using vari-
ous materials, instruments, and drafting tools. Drafting 
techniques are developed and applied to the production 
of mechanical drawings. Emphasis is placed on labora-
tory process, including both manual-drafting skills and 
computer-aided drafting (CAD) techniques. 
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Architectural Drafting and Design - 2 Semesters - 

Gr. 10–12 Prerequisite - Mechanical Drafting.

Architectural Drafting and Design introduces the 
student to the residential and commercial design con-
cepts through analytical design analysis. This course is 
designed to familiarize students with the fundamentals 
of quality design and the construction of residential 
models using mechanical drafting and/or computer-
aided drafting (CAD). Architectural Design students 
apply architectural design concepts to development of 
computer projects. The student will advance in the area 
of residential design and commercial development. This 
course is designed to develop advanced manual drafting 
techniques and expand CAD skills. 

Electronic Systems - 2 Semesters - Gr. 10–12 

Prerequisite - Integrated Algebra I Recommended.

This course introduces students to the fundamental 
theories and laws of electricity and electronic systems. 
The student is engaged in critical thinking and problem 
solving processes in the context of electricity and elec-
tronic systems. Theory, operations, and applications are 
explored further in the electronics field. Students learn 
about basic components, their characteristics, and theory 
of operation. 

Engineering Technology: Construction - 1 Semester - 
Gr. 10–12 Prerequisite - Technology Education Teacher 
Recommendation.

This course is an advanced opportunity to develop and 
use critical-thinking and analytical skills in the area of 
structural/construction engineering. In addition, the stu-
dent will work independently, as a class member, and as 
a small-team member, in a modular setting. The student 
will have the opportunity to be involved in problem-solv-
ing processes in many different areas of technology. Some 
of the areas include structural engineering, robotics, laser 
and satellite communication, computer-aided drafting, 
radio communications, aerodynamics, flight and 
aviation, computer numerical control, weather 
and meteorology, transportation, and computer 
animation. 

Engineering Technology: Communica-
tions - 1 Semester - Gr. 11–12 Prereq-
uisite - Technology Education Teacher 
Recommendation.

This course is designed to meet the needs of 
the student advanced in the area of communica-
tions engineering and serves as an extension to the 

previous Engineering Technology courses. The student 
will have the opportunity to be involved in additional 
problem-solving processes with communications tech-
nologies. 

Engineering Technology: Manufacturing - 1 Semes-
ter - Gr. 10–12 Prerequisite - Technology Education 
Teacher Recommendation.

This course is designed to meet the needs of the student 
advanced in the area of manufacturing engineering and 
serves as an extension to the previous Engineering Tech-
nology courses. The student will have the opportunity 
to be involved in additional problem-solving processes 
involving the manufacturing process. 

Engineering Technology:  Transportation - 1 Semes-
ter - Gr. 10–12 Prerequisite - Technology Education 
Teacher Recommendation.

This course is an advanced opportunity to develop and 
use critical-thinking and analytical skills in the area of 
transportation. The student will have the opportunity to 
be involved in additional problem-solving processes in 
the field of transportation and engineering. 

Communications Technology - 2 Semesters - Gr. 10–12

This course is designed to develop analytical and think-
ing skills in the area of communications. Students will 
focus on communication systems, such as data com-
munication, audio and video, optic, technical design and 
graphic production. Students will work in a group and 
independently, with an emphasis on research, materials, 
equipment, and technological processes related to the 
communications industry. 
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Careers in eduCation
Career Pathways in Education are under development and new courses will be added. Watch for updates from your school. 

Careers in Education - 2 semesters - Gr. 11–12 Prereq-
uisites: GPA of 80% or above, Excellent Attendance 
and Discipline Record, Teacher Recommendations, 
and membership in Future Educators of America.

Careers in Education is for highly motivated juniors and 
seniors who have an interest in pursuing education as a 
future career. The course includes college-level introduc-
tion curriculum as well as basic foundations of teaching 
which some state colleges and universities accept upon 
course completion for college credit or field-experience 
hours. The course includes team-building activities, per-

sonal skill-building, developmental stages, learning styles, 
cooperative learning, classroom management techniques, 
ethics, as well as many other topics crucial to the field of 
education. After an intensive training process, students 
will enter a classroom of their interest to work directly 
with a teacher and students. This field experience is usu-
ally four days a week with the fifth day set aside for contin-
ued classroom training. The class is unique due to the high 
level of responsibility given to each participating student. 
Students who are considering a career as a teacher, coach, 
or administrator should definitely apply for this course.

work-based learninG
Work-Based Learning is a useful tool to assist students in applying knowledge and skills that are learned in the class-

room to real-life situations in the workplace. Contact the Work-Based Learning Coordinator at your local school for more 
information on the appropriate course placement. Co-op and Internship placement is available for students in Family and 
Consumer Science, Marketing, Business, Computer Science, Video Broadcast Journalism, Technology Education/Engineer-
ing, and Careers in Education.

Cooperative Education - 2 Semesters - Gr. 10–12

Students participate in a structured program that connects 
school-based occupational instruction and related work-
site experiences for pay. Co-op students are guided by a 
formal, written training agreement that defines specific 
academic and workplace skills to be mastered. Students 
must be simultaneously enrolled in a Technical Education 
course that is directly related to the job placement.

Internship - 2 Semesters - Gr. 10–12

Students participate in a structured program that connects 
school-based occupational instruction and related paid or 
unpaid work site experiences. Internships occur only after 
the completion of coursework related to the placement. 

Youth Apprenticeship - 2 semesters - Gr. 11–12

Students will practice key roles in a workplace setting 
where a school-site mentor and a work site mentor 
help a student explore a career of interest that has been 
supported by academic coursework. This program is 
designed for students who plan to continue their educa-
tion at a postsecondary institution. The recommendation 
and expectation is that students complete a total of 2,000 
hours of work during their high school and postsecond-
ary education in their chosen career field to complete the 
apprenticeship program. 
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Junior rotC
Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (JROTC) is a four-year progressive program which is open to all students in grades 
9–12. GCPS offers JROTC units at four locations— Air Force units at Shiloh High and North Gwinnett High, a Navy unit 
at Duluth High, and a Marine unit at Parkview High. Students attending other schools may take JROTC by traveling 
to these schools for part of each day or transferring to one of the schools full time. Students who complete three years of 
JROTC fulfill the Health and Physical Education requirement for graduation. 

air Force
Air Force Junior ROTC (AFJROTC) program provides 
leadership training and an aerospace science program for 
high school students. The mission statement of the program 
is to develop citizens of character dedicated to serving 
their nation and community. The yearly course of instruc-
tion (180 hours) is divided into two categories: academic 
(108 hours) and leadership (72 hours). Academic studies 
include one year of the history of air power and national 
defense, two years of science to include aerodynamics and 
space operations, and one year of cadet corps management. 
Leadership studies include Air Force customs and courte-
sies, cadet corps activities, study habits, time management, 
communication skills, and leadership/management studies.

Frontiers of Aviation History - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9–11

This course covers the history of air power, the role of the 
military in U.S. history, the role of aerospace forces as in-
struments of U.S. national policy, and the composition of 
the aerospace community. The leadership portion of the 
course promotes followership and leadership fundamen-
tals, customs and courtesies of the armed forces, drill and 
ceremonies, organization and management instruction, 
communication, and problem-solving skills.

Science of Flight - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9–11

This course covers general study of aerodynamics and 
the principles of flight. Specific topics include the aero-
space environment, human requirements of flight, and 
the principles of flight and navigation. The leadership 
portion covers communication skills, introduction to 
leadership theory, understanding of individual and group 
behavior, and the application of these skills during drill 
and ceremonies.

Exploration of Space - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9–11

This course studies our present military and aerospace 
system and the social aspects of aerospace. The subject 
matter includes aircraft propulsion systems, rocketry, 
and space travel. The leadership area refines management 
communication and techniques, and hones the cadet’s 
followership and leadership skills as a basis for assuming 
Cadet Corps command and staff positions.

Cadet Corps Management - 2 Semesters - Gr. 11–12 
Prerequisite - Frontiers of Aviation History, Science of 
Flight, and Exploration of Space.

This course stresses the challenge of command and staff, 
individual planning, and career management. The leader-
ship portion integrates and applies all previous academic 
and leadership instruction by requiring the Cadet Com-
mander and staff to run all aspects of the Cadet Corps. 
These duties and responsibilities include command, 
operations, information management, personnel, awards 
and decorations, finance, public affairs, and logistics 
management.

navy
Navy Junior ROTC (NJROTC) offers four years of 
progressive leadership training based on a curriculum of 
naval science. The NJROTC coursework involves the study 
of engineering in the naval environment, maritime geog-
raphy, naval history of the world, international relations, 
human behavior, total quality leadership and followership, 
seamanship, and navigation. The series of courses includes 
orientation field trips to Armed Forces facilities, mini-
cruises aboard naval vessels, transportation via military 
aircraft, leadership camps, and optional competitive co-
curricular activities after the school day ends. 

Naval Science I - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9–11

This course covers the NJROTC program, introduction to 
leadership, naval ships, missions and organization, Amer-
ican democracy, national policy and maritime geography, 
naval history through 1815, introduction to navigation, 
basic seamanship, and leadership experiences.

Naval Science II - 2 Semesters - Gr. 10–11 Prerequisite 
- Naval Science I.

This course covers leadership in the NJROTC unit, naval 
orientation and career planning, citizenship in the U.S. 
and other countries, naval history from 1815 through 
1930, naval weapons, oceanography, navigation, small-
boat seamanship, survival training, and orienteering.
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Naval Science III - 2 Semesters - Gr. 11–12 Prerequi-
site - Naval Science II.

This course covers naval leadership, military justice, 
international law and sea, naval history from 1930 to the 
Nuclear Age, astronomy, meteorology and weather, naval 
intelligence and national security, maneuvering board, 
challenges of future naval research, electricity, and naval 
electronics.

Naval Science IV - 2 Semesters - Gr. 12 Prerequisite - 
Naval Science III.

This course covers selected readings in practical leader-
ship for NJROTC students. It contains an Orientation 
and Indoctrination Lecture Series, a four-seminar series 
to develop and review the strategic plan of the NJROTC 
unit. An evaluation/feedback series is covered, as well as 
selected leadership readings throughout.

marine Corps
Marine Corps Junior ROTC (MCJROTC) is a 
four-year progressive program of instruction designed to 
emphasize leadership education and leadership develop-
ment. Basic training in leadership tenets, military history, 
military customs and courtesies, military organizations, 
citizenship, physical fitness and health, drill and ceremo-
nies, marksmanship, time management, financial man-
agement and planning, communication skills, and career 
preparation is included in the cadet’s orientation to Marine 
Corps’ leadership through individual challenges and 
team-building exercises. An orientation visit to a Marine 
Corps installation every other year helps further define the 
roles and missions of the Marine Corps. Cadets also have 
the opportunity to compete in extracurricular sports as 
a member of the Precision Rifle Team, Drill Team, Color 
Guard, Physical Fitness Team, or Orienteering Team. 
Riflery is a Georgia High School Association varsity sport 
and the Precision Rifle Team is open to non-ROTC stu-
dents at Parkview High.

leadership Education I - 2 Semesters - Gr. 9–12

Leadership Education I introduces cadets to the major 
subjects to lay the foundation for the subsequent courses. 
This course emphasizes followership, development of 
leadership traits, Marine Corps drill and ceremonies, 
military customs and courtesies, patriotism, and civic 
responsibilities. Additionally, cadets will become familiar 
with the cadet rank structure, chain of command, and 
the proper wearing of the uniform. At this level, memori-
zation skills and proper study habits will be developed.

leadership Education II - 2 Semesters - Gr. 10–12 
Prerequisite - Leadership Education I.

During the second year, cadets will explore each subject 
that was taught in the first year, only in greater detail. 
Emphasis is on leadership theory, style, and principles. 
Some leadership roles are assigned to second-year cadets. 
Curriculum includes military history (early America 
through 1945) and the great patriots of America, oral and 
written communication, national defense, land naviga-
tion, marksmanship, military drill with arms, and the 
National Endowment for Financial Education Financial 
Planning Program.

leadership Education III - 2 Semesters - Gr. 11–12 
Prerequisite - Leadership Education II.

During the third year, cadets will focus on leadership 
training and leadership application through assignment 
to key billets within the Corps of Cadets battalion orga-
nization. Cadets will expand their leadership foundation 
through discussions of ethical conduct and learn how to 
develop subordinate leaders through mentoring. Ad-
ditional instruction will be given on the subjects of time 
management, goal-setting, event planning, troop leader-
ship, military history (1945–90), armed and unarmed 
drill conduct, career exploration, and opportunities in 
public service. There will be a major emphasis toward 
developing strong communication skills and confidence 
in public speaking.

leadership Education IV - 2 Semesters - Gr. 12 

Prerequisite - Leadership Education III.

The fourth-year cadet will be expected to hold the high-
est leadership positions within the Corps of Cadets and 
further develop leadership foundation by developing 
lesson plans and assisting the Marine Instructor and 
Senior Marine Instructor in classroom instruction and 
armed and unarmed drill. Additionally, cadets will study 
military history (1990 to present), conduct international 
studies on current events and real-world conflicts, and 
plan and conduct community service projects.
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GraYson HiGH sCHool  
teCHniCal eduCation ProGram

The Technical Education Program at Grayson High School offers 14 innovative instructional programs in a state-of-
the-art facility, located on the Grayson campus. Students from all GCPS high schools may enroll in these programs to 
explore industries in depth and gain real-world experience before entering college or joining the workforce.

The following programs of study currently are offered: Biotechnology, Commercial Photography, Computer Informa-
tion Technology (IT) and Network Systems, Culinary Arts, Digital Media Design and Animation, Environmental and 
Conversation Science, Environmental Horticulture, Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice, Music Recording, Music 
Technology, Technical Theater, Travel Planning /Hotel and Hospitality Management, Veterinary Technology, and 
Video Production and Television Broadcast. 

Many of the programs offer internships and apprenticeships. Students may be able to earn college credit or advanced 
placement through articulation agreements with postsecondary technical colleges and universities.

Grayson students in selected programs may participate in regional, state, and national competitions through the na-
tional nonprofit SkillsUSA. This organization teaches students leadership skills, teamwork, and character development. 

The Work-Based Learning program gives students opportunities to work in their anticipated career field through co-
operative education, internships, and /or apprenticeships, applying knowledge and skills from the classroom to real-life 
situations in the workplace. See page 62 for more information or contact the Work-Based Learning coordinator at your 
school. 

Students may register for the Technical Education Program at Grayson High through their local high school registra-
tion process. Open house events are held each winter, prior to class registration. Students are responsible for their own 
transportation.

Career Pathways are under development for the Technical Education Programs offered at Grayson High and will be 
available, beginning in the 2008–09 school year. Watch for updates from your school.

Following are general descriptions of the current programs of study in the Grayson High School Technical Education 
Program. Additional information on courses, eligibility, and scheduling is available from your counselor or advisor.  

Grayson High school 
technical education Program

and

maxwell High school of technology
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Biotechnology
(Coursework may count as 4th Science elective toward 
graduation requirement.)
Biotechnology is the study of organisms and their func-
tions and how they can be changed for the betterment 
of human existence. In the lab, students will use modern 
laboratory techniques, such as DNA extraction and DNA 
fingerprinting, as they study the science and management 
of plants, animals, food, and fiber production. Students 
will study anatomy and microbiology, as well as emerg-
ing technologies, including bio-energy fuels and systems, 
genetic engineering, medical nanotechnology, environ-
mental monitoring, and plant and animal cloning.  

Commercial Photography
The Commercial Photography program offers students 
the opportunity to develop their own style in a highly 
creative environment, while exploring cutting-edge 
photography equipment, software, technology, and 
techniques. This hands-on program equips students with 
a strong foundation in both digital and film techniques. 
Broad exposure to all types of photography will help 
students find an area of specialty, such as sports, fashion, 
journalism, or portrait photography. An on-campus pho-
to studio and industry-standard darkroom offers a setting 
in which students can build a professional portfolio. 

Computer Information Technology (IT)  
and Network Systems

The Computer Information Technology and Network 
Systems program is ideal for outgoing students with a 
genuine passion for computers. Students will gain skills 
related to information technology, software systems 
management, operating systems, networking, and the In-
ternet. Advanced studies will provide fundamental skills 
in basic programming concepts, applied programming 
languages (Java, C++, and more), software development, 
and database administration. Taught from a business and 
entrepreneurial perspective, this program explores the 
important social, ethical, and legal issues surrounding 
information technology.

Culinary Arts
(Coursework may count as 4th Science elective toward 
graduation requirement.)
For students who love cooking or dream of becoming 
a chef, this program will turn a passion for Culinary 
Arts into a career. Using industry-standard equipment, 
students learn the essential skills of professional cook-
ing from an industry expert, including food preparation, 
knife skills, dining room service, menu development, 

restaurant accounting, and teamwork in the kitchen. 
Focusing on the skills of the bake kitchen, students learn 
the foundations of baking including quick breads, yeast 
breads and rolls, cakes, cookies, pastries and pies, and 
decorative techniques.

Digital Media Design and Animation
This fast-paced program will provide a hands-on intro-
duction to cutting-edge digital tools and communica-
tion techniques, giving students new ways to explore 
and express their creativity in print, on the Web, and in 
2-D and 3-D animation. Students will learn the founda-
tional knowledge and skills required in graphic applica-
tions and animation and apply those principles to print, 
digital, and interactive media. In the program’s dedicated 
design studio, students use industry-standard software, 
such as Adobe Creative Suite, Flash, and Maya to achieve 
effective visual communication.

Environmental and Conservation Science
(Coursework may count as 4th Science elective toward 
graduation requirement.)
For students who love the outdoors, the Environmental 
and Conservation Science program will offer the per-
fect opportunity to explore the management of natural 
resources, forests, plants, and wildlife. Class time spent 
outdoors will allow students to apply the knowledge 
gained in the classroom in a practical way, learning about 
air, soil, and water analysis; forestry; topographical map-
ping; and much more. Through investigation and prob-
lem-solving on group and individual projects, students 
will analyze and explore biological, physical, and social 
aspects of the environment and environmental issues.  

Environmental Horticulture
(Coursework may count as 4th Science elective toward 
graduation requirement.)
The Environmental Horticulture program provides a 
solid foundation in the art, science, and business of 
horticulture and landscaping. In the classroom and in 
a climate-controlled, student-managed greenhouse, 
students will study the techniques of flower and plant 
production, soils, nutrients, and the propagating and 
transplanting of plants and foliage. In addition to the 
techniques of landscape design, landscape installation, 
and landscape management, students will use industry-
standard software to develop their own portfolios of 
computer-aided landscape designs. The culturing prac-
tices, business procedures, and mechanics of floral design 
also are covered in this program.
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law Enforcement and Criminal Justice
Focusing on the causes, prevention, and prosecution of 
crime, the Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice pro-
gram allows students to explore the role and structure of 
the government, the rights and responsibilities of citizens 
and police, the criminal justice system, courts and cor-
rections, and civil and criminal law. Students will explore 
the industry tools and techniques used in Law Enforce-
ment, such as radar guns, police scanners, field sobriety 
tests, fingerprinting, handcuffing, and evidence gather-
ing. A study of the foundations of law may lead toward a 
fulfilling career serving and protecting the public.

Music Recording
In an on-campus professional studio setting— equipped 
with the same “true-to-life” technology that any high-
end, professional recording studio would have— students 
will learn about the technology and methods used in the 
recording and production of music and sound. In addi-
tion to learning the processes of tracking, overdubbing, 
mixing in multi-track recording, mastering, and CD/
DVD/tape replication, students will study the mixing 
console, amplifiers, speakers, tape machines, channel 
strips, master sections, microphone setups, and digital 
workstations.

Music Technology 
The Music Technology program is perfect for creative 
students who enjoy performing musically and want to 
gain additional skills using professional music software 
and technology. With an introduction to composing, 
digital recording, and music editing in a state-of-the-art 
classroom, students will create original songs and full ac-
companiments using the latest sequencing software. They 
will write music using notation software and generate 
and edit MIDI files for electronic transfer. Students also 
will compose and record music for use in film scoring, 
video production, and commercial advertising. 

Technical Theater 
The Technical Theater program allows students to use 
imagination, creativity, and technical skills to help bring 
stories to life on the stage. The program explores the 
fundamentals of design and applies them in four areas 
of technical theater— sets and props, lighting, costume, 
makeup. Students will learn how to develop designs 
through script analysis and research. Students will gain 
practical experience in scenic carpentry and painting, 
lighting and sound, costume design and alterations,  
and more. 

Travel Planning/Hotel and  
Hospitality Management

In this program, students will explore operations and 
marketing in the service industry, covering areas such as 
front-desk operations, reservations, marketing and sales 
activities, travel planning, and guest services. Frequent 
role-playing and hands-on experiences will develop stu-
dents’ creative-thinking, problem-solving, and conflict-
resolution skills. Students will use the latest technology 
and the Internet to research products, services, and pack-
ages offered to business and leisure travelers. Marketing 
and sales skills will be gained through the development 
of marketing plans, tour packages, brochures, posters, 
and other materials.

Veterinary Technology
(Coursework may count as 4th Science elective toward 
graduation requirement.)
For students with a love of animals and an interest in 
their care and medical treatment, the Veterinary Tech-
nology program allows exploration of this exciting 
career. In the program’s top-flight facility, students work 
with animals every day to gain valuable skills and have 
an opportunity to apply those skills in a local veterinary 
hospital. In addition to studying the history and evolu-
tion of animals, students will learn about breeds, anato-
my, biomechanics and movement, selection and judging, 
genetics, reproduction, digestion and nutrition, health 
and behavior management, and animal housing. 

Video Production and Television Broadcast
The Video Production and Television Broadcast program 
gives students the chance to bring their ideas to life and 
tell exciting stories through the lens of a camera. This 
program provides experience with the fundamental and 
advanced aspects of video production, using Avid-based, 
industry-standard equipment in the program’s television 
and video production studio. Spending time in front of 
and behind the camera in a full-scale studio, students will 
gain exposure to a wide variety of program formats, in-
cluding multiple camera interviews, commercials, music 
videos, short films, and more.
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maxwell HiGH sCHool oF teCHnoloGY
Maxwell High School of Technology offers 12 cutting-edge programs, with state-of-the-art technology, equipment, 

and facilities that go beyond what is available in traditional high school classrooms. Students from all GCPS high 
schools may enroll in these programs to explore industries in depth and gain real-world experience before entering 
college or joining the workforce.

The following programs of study currently are offered: Auto Collision Repair, Auto Services, Commercial Art, Comput-
er-Aided Drafting and Design (CADD), Construction, Cosmetology, Early Childhood Education, Electronics, Graphic 
Communications, Healthcare Science Technology Education, Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice, and Welding. 

Students may be able earn college credit or advanced  placement through articulation agreements with postsecond-
ary technical colleges and universities. 

Many Maxwell programs have earned industry certification, in which industry professionals conduct on-site visits 
to ensure that the programs provide a high-level curriculum, use up-to-date equipment, and model industry-standard 
work and safety conditions. All Maxwell students participate in the Rising Professionals program, studying conflict 
resolution, business etiquette, business ethics, job application completion, résumé writing, and interviewing.

Maxwell students participate in regional, state, and national competitions through the national nonprofit SkillsUSA. 
This organization teaches students leadership skills, teamwork, and character development. 

The Work-Based Learning program gives students opportunities to work in their anticipated career field through co-
operative education, internships, and /or apprenticeships, applying knowledge and skills from the classroom to real-life 
situations in the workplace. See page 62 for more information or contact the Work-Based Learning coordinator at your 
school. 

Students may register for Maxwell through local school registration. Open house events generally are held in late fall, 
prior to class registration.  Transportation is provided to and from GCPS high schools.

Career Pathways are under development for the Technical Education Programs offered at Maxwell and will be avail-
able, beginning in the 2008–09 school year. Watch for updates from your advisor.

Following are general descriptions of the current programs of study at Maxwell High School of Technology. Additional 
information on courses, eligibility, and scheduling is available from your counselor or advisor.

Auto Collision Repair  
This industry-certified program is for students with a 
passion for cars. Students will learn how to perform auto-
motive vehicle body repair and refinishing skills, such as 
panel replacement, metal straightening, welding and au-
tomotive painting. Students will bring damaged vehicles 
back to their original condition using state-of-the-art 
equipment and technology in the automotive lab.

Auto Services 
In a simulated, industry-standard, automotive service fa-
cility, students will perform automotive problem diagno-
sis, service, and repair using state-of-the-art equipment. 
Basic areas of study include brakes, electrical/electronic 
systems, steering and suspension, and engine perfor-
mance.  Students learn through automotive textbooks, 
electronic diagnostic tools, simulation modules (elec-
trical, fuel injection, and engine performance topics), 
and factory-donated vehicles as they apply automotive 
knowledge in hands-on activities and repairs. 

Commercial Art 
Commercial Art covers the principles and practices of 
illustration and graphic design as they are used in adver-
tising. Students learn design principles and illustration 
techniques, using both conventional and computer-aided 
methods. Areas of study include logo development and 
branding, layout and design, computer graphics, and 
techniques in drawing, watercolor, color pencil, and pen 
and ink. Students will use industry software applications, 
including Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, and InDesign. 

Computer Aided Drafting and Design (CADD) 
This program is for students interested in engineering, 
architecture, drafting, and design. Students will study 
blueprint reading, measuring, sketching, and computer-
based drawing. Industry software programs including 
AutoCAD, Inventor, Architectural Desktop, Viz, and 
Revit will be used. Students will develop and maintain 
a folder, including projects such as 3-D drawings and 
residential architecture plans.
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Construction 
Simulating real construction conditions, the Construc-
tion program will give students opportunities to learn 
skills in carpentry, plumbing, masonry, and electrical 
wiring. Emphasis will be placed on safety, tool use and 
care, and blueprint reading. Work-based learning oppor-
tunities for eligible students will give extended hands-on 
experience with marketable construction skills.

Cosmetology 
In a true-to-life salon environment, students will learn 
theories and techniques in hair cutting and styling, mani-
cures, perms, facials, as well as record keeping, and busi-
ness practices for aspiring entrepreneurs. Industry-relat-
ed science, math, and terminology will be emphasized. 
Cosmetology credit hours from Maxwell are transferable 
to postsecondary schools for students preparing for the 
state licensing exam.  

Early Childhood Education 
Study in Early Childhood Education prepares students for 
careers working with children in childcare, education, and 
healthcare settings. Students learn skills in lesson plan-
ning, teaching, nutrition, and menu planning and have 
the opportunity to apply those skills in the Maxwell Early 
Childhood Lab, working with young children (ages 3–5).

Electronics 
The Electronics program will prepare students for a 
career or further education in this field by learning the 
basic circuitry used to create complicated electronic 
devices. Students prove circuit theory through hands-
on laboratory experiments and computer simulations. 
Building circuits, motors, and amplifiers will familiarize 
students with producing, testing, troubleshooting, and 
documenting electronics projects. 

Graphic Communications 
In this industry-certified program students will learn 
about graphics creation and manipulation, document de-
sign, pre-press production and printing press operation. 
Students will design projects for print using industry-
standard software, such as Adobe InDesign, Photoshop, 
and Illustrator. The course includes an introduction to 
Flash animation and Dreamweaver web design software.

Healthcare Science Technology Education
Healthcare Science Technology emphasizes anatomy 
and physiology, medical terminology, and skills used in 
all areas of healthcare. Students may become certified in 
CPR and First Aid. With this industry-certified program, 
students may specialize in Nursing Essentials, Applica-
tions of Healthcare Science, and Emergency Services. 
Clinical opportunities in hospitals and nursing homes are 
available for eligible students. 

law Enforcement and Criminal Justice
Focusing on the causes, prevention, investigation, and 
prosecution of crime, the Law Enforcement and Criminal 
Justice program allows students to explore the role and 
structure of government, the rights and responsibilities 
of citizens and police, the criminal justice system, and 
courts and corrections. You will explore the latest indus-
try tools and techniques used in law enforcement such as 
radar guns, police scanners, DUI field sobriety tests, fin-
gerprinting, handcuffing, evidence gathering and more.

Technical Apprenticeship 
The program provides an opportunity for a stu-

dent who has selected a career major and completed a 
Maxwell High program of study. This program allows 
students to pursue employment in his/her career ma-
jor during the senior year in high school. Students will 
participate in a combination of seminars held at Maxwell 
High and on-site work. Decision-making, problem solv-
ing, and time management skills are essential. Students 
must provide their own transportation to the worksite.

Welding 
The Welding program is designed for students to develop 
their knowledge and skills in industrial and construction 
welding, varied welding techniques, and blueprint read-
ing. Students will read and interpret welding drawings 
and sketches and learn industry safety rules. With suc-
cessful completion of this course, students will become 
eligible to earn certification in welding technologies. 
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enGlisH to sPeakers oF otHer lanGuaGes (esol)
These courses are designed for students who qualify for the English to Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) pro-
gram. In accordance with state rule 160-4-5-.02, “ESOL classes address English listening, speaking, reading, writing, 
and American cultural concepts which students need to participate in regular classroom instruction.” The student’s 
language proficiency is developed through instruction in literature, applied grammar, and composition. As per state 
rule 160-4-2-.03, students in the ESOL courses of ESOL I, Communication Skills, and Language Development in the 
Content Areas (LDCA) 2, 3, and 4 may earn elective credit on successful completion of a course. The LDCA courses 
focus on the language skills needed to be successful in the content areas of science, social studies and math. An ESOL 
student may earn core language arts credit for ESOL Language Arts II. Initially, students are tested for placement with 
the WIDA-ACCESS Placement Test. Students participate in annual ACCESS testing to determine progress and place-
ment. See pages 10 and 34 for more on the ESOL program.

ESOl I: literature

This course develops students’ academic language skills 
within the area of language arts across the four areas of 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing incorporat-
ing AKS content. This course is appropriate for students 
scoring at ACCESS “Level 1—Entering” (first semester) 
and “Level 2—Beginning” (second semester).

ESOl I: language

This course develops students’ social and instructional 
language skills within the content areas of math, sci-
ence, and social studies across the four areas of listen-
ing, speaking, reading, and writing incorporating AKS 
content. This course is appropriate for students scoring at 
ACCESS “Level 1—Entering” (first semester) and “Level 
2—Beginning” (second semester).

ESOl I: language Development in the Content Areas

This course develops students’ academic language skills 
within the content areas of math, science, and social 
studies across the four areas of listening, speaking, read-
ing, and writing incorporating AKS content. This course 
is appropriate for students scoring at ACCESS “Level 
1—Entering” (first semester) and “Level 2—Beginning” 
(second semester).

Communication Skills

This course is designed for additional intensive language 
instruction for students entering high school with low ac-
ademic skills in their first language. Students acquire so-
cial and instructional language skills within the academic 
areas of language arts, math, science, and social studies 
across the four areas of listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing. This course is appropriate for low-schooled stu-
dents scoring at ACCESS “Level 1—Entering.”

ESOl language Arts II

This course develops and supports students’ academic 
language skills across the four areas of listening, speak-
ing, reading, and writing within the area of language arts 
aligned with high school AKS language arts content. This 
course is appropriate for students scoring at ACCESS 
“Level 3—Developing.”

ESOl language Development in the Content Areas 2

This course develops and supports students’ academic 
language skills within the content areas of math, sci-
ence, and social studies across the four areas of listen-
ing, speaking, reading, and writing incorporating AKS 
content. This course is appropriate for students scoring at 
ACCESS “Level 3—Developing.”

ESOl language Development in the Content Areas 3

This course supports and enhances students’ academic 
language skills within the content areas of math, sci-
ence, and social studies across the four areas of listen-
ing, speaking, reading, and writing incorporating AKS 
content. This course is appropriate for students scoring at 
ACCESS “Level 4—Expanding” and “Level 5—Bridging.”

ESOl language Development in the Content Areas 4

This course enhances students’ academic language skills 
within the content areas of math, science, and social 
studies across the four areas of listening, speaking, read-
ing, and writing incorporating AKS content. This course 
is appropriate for students scoring at ACCESS “Level 
4—Expanding” and “Level 5—Bridging.”
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sPeCial eduCation
The following courses may be considered by the Individualized Education Program (IEP) team for students with dis-
abilities. Contact the IEP team for testing requirements. See pages 12 and 34 for more on the Special Education Program.

AKS Academic Courses in a General Education  
Setting

Students will participate in the AKS curriculum courses 
in a general education classroom taught by a general 
education teacher. Students participating in these courses 
will work toward completing the course requirements for 
a Regular Education Diploma.

AKS Academic Courses in a Collaborative General 
Education Setting

Students will participate in the AKS curriculum courses 
in a general education classroom taught by a general 
teacher and a special education teacher or paraprofes-
sional. Students participating in these courses will work 
toward completing the course requirements for a Regular 
Education Diploma.

AKS Academic Courses in a Special Education  
Setting

Students will participate in the AKS curriculum courses 
in a special education classroom taught by a special 
education teacher. Students participating in these courses 
will work toward completing the course requirements for 
a Regular Education Diploma.

Vocational Preparatory Program (VPP) Courses for 
language Art, Math, Science, and Social Studies

These courses are designed using a modified AKS cur-
riculum. Courses are based on practical application to 
real-life situations, with a vocational emphasis. Success-
ful completion of these courses will satisfy requirements 
toward a Special Education Diploma or elective credit. 
Most students participating in these courses will take the 
Georgia High School Graduation Tests.

Access language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, 
and Elective Courses

These courses are designed for students who have sig-
nificant cognitive disabilities. The curriculum is aligned 
to the AKS but also will include functional and develop-
ment components. Successful completion of these cours-
es will satisfy requirements toward a Special Education 
Diploma or elective credit. Students participating in these 
courses will take the Georgia Alternative Assessment in 
lieu of the Georgia High School Graduation Tests. These 
courses are available only for 2008–09 freshman students. 

sheltered Classes
Some schools offer sections of specific subjects to stu-
dents with limited English. These are called “sheltered 
classes” and address both the academic content and the 
language learning needs of ESOL students. Students use 
the same text books with supplemental materials for lan-
guage development. They take the same End of Course 
Tests, as applicable.  

The following classes may be available in a sheltered for-
mat: Integrated Algebra I, Integrated Algebra Strategies, 
Integrated Geometry, Integrated Geometry Strategies, 
Integrated Algebra II, Integrated Trigonometry, Fresh-
man Language Arts, Sophomore Language Arts, Junior 
Language Arts (American Literature), World Geography, 
World History, U.S. History, Political Systems, Econom-
ics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Introduction to Lifetime 
Fitness, Introduction to Health, Computer Applications, 
and Banking and Investing.
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media Center resourCes
School media centers support your learning by mak-
ing sure you have access to a variety of print and online 
resources for research and reading for pleasure. These 
resources provide accurate, up-to-date information that 
supports the school system’s Academic Knowledge and 
Skills (AKS) curriculum.

How do I find print resources? 

It’s easy to search the media catalog, a software program 
that gives you electronic access to your school media cen-
ter’s resources. Using any media center computer, open 
the media catalog from the desktop.

•	 To	search,	type	keywords	into	the	search	box	on	the	
screen and click on the appropriate icon for your 
search. Example: Type treasure in the search box and 
click Subject.

 

	•	After	your	search	is	complete,	the	results	will	be	listed.	
To see details about an item, click on the title or the 
Details button next to the title.

 

•	 To	determine	if	any	copies	are	available	for	an	item,	
look to right of the title. “1 of 1 available” means that 
your school media center owns one copy of this title, 
and it is currently available for checkout from the me-
dia center.

How can I access online resources?

There are many online databases available that have the 
information you need to complete assignments. These 
databases are organized by subject on the facing page.

Using databases on a school computer:

•	 Media	online	resources	may	be	accessed	from	any	
networked Gwinnett County computer at http://media.  
Passwords are not required when using a networked 
GCPS computer.

 

Using databases on a home or county library 
computer:

•	 On	the	GCPS	home	page,	http://www.gwinnett.k12.
ga.us, you can find Instructional Resources under 
“Quick Links.” A username and password are needed 
to access the databases when you are not at school. If 
you are interested in accessing these databases away 
from school, ask your school media specialist or local 
school technology coordinator for the passwords.

 Write your username/password in the space provide 
in pencil. For some databases, passwords change every 
few months.
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GeNerAL	reFereNCe Pencil	in	your	username/password

eBSCo	mas	ultra Information on all subjects from a variety of full-text sources.

elibrary	Curriculum Information on all subjects from a variety of full-text sources. Many primary 
resources, radio transcripts, pictures, maps, and audio/video content.

encyclopedia	Britannica Search the student edition, Spanish encyclopedia and dictionary, Annals of 
American History, and World Data Analyst.

GALiLeo Databases provided by the state of Georgia. Includes EBSCO host databases, 
and many professional and full-text articles. 

Student	resource	Center Search Gale Databases, periodicals, and primary sources by keyword, or 
search people, places, authors, books, or timelines. Similar to Junior reference 
collection but with more depth.

Web	Path	express A Web search engine for reviewed sites. Results can be chosen by grade level.

World	Book General Encyclopedia, also Atlas, Dictionary and Spanish Student Discovery 
Encyclopedia.

LANGuAGe	ArTS

Lit	Finder A large collection of poetry, short stories, essays, and plays.

Literature	resource	Center A searchable database of works of literature, critiques, author information, and 
reading lists.

SoCiAL	STuDieS

America’s		Story Well-organized primary resources from the Library of Congress.

Annals	of	American	History History of the United States through speeches, historical accounts, memoirs, 
and multimedia. 

CultureGrams Provides up-to-date country reports, including facts, culture, daily life, 
customs, famous people, and recipes. Reports the history of states, including 
symbols, economy and geography.

Georgia	Career	information	
System

Current occupational information.

History	resource	Center Searches a number of reference sources, journals, and primary sources. 
Search by date or event.

New	Georgia	encyclopedia Provides an authoritative source of information about people, places, events, 
institutions, and other topics about the state.

opposing	Viewpoints Social sciences articles, statistics, magazine and newspaper articles.

SirS	Knowledge	Source Periodical database, includes government documents, perspectives on the 
arts, and articles on social issues. 

SCieNCe

Health	module	–		
Student		resource	Center

Search health-related articles by keyword or date. Articles are from the Gale 
databases and periodicals.

merck	manual Standard medical handbooks of medical information.

Science	resource	Center Search science topics, biographies, experiments, and scientific developments 
in periodicals.

Searchasaurus Search the Encyclopedia of Animals, the general encyclopedia, the dictionary, 
or the picture database.

Today’s	Science Articles from journals, magazines, and newspapers about current develop-
ments in science.

BioGrAPHy

Biography	resource	Center Illustrated biographies searchable by name, profession, title, place of origin, 
gender, race/ethnicity, title of work, date of birth, and date of death.

FiNe	ArTS

Grove	Art	online Art images, line drawings, and articles providing information on all aspects of 
world art.

SirS	renaissance Current perspectives on arts and humanities.

These sites are not maintained by Gwinnett County Public Schools. 
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