
 A Publication of Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS)

School-to-Community Education News, Etc.
August 2011

Questions? Call GCPS Department of Communication & Media Relations at (678) 301-6020.

GCPS SCENE
 Welcome to the 2011–12 school year! Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) 
expects to welcome approximately 1,700 new students to its classrooms in 2011–12, 
bringing the system’s total student enrollment to nearly 162,500 students. On 
August 8, two new schools opened their doors for the first time— Moore Middle 
and Gwinnett County Online Campus, a charter high school that will serve students 
online. In addition, Ivy Preparatory Academy is a Board-approved start-up charter 
school with a one-year GCPS contract. Three existing schools— Norcross Elementary, 
Sugar Hill Elementary, and South Gwinnett High— opened additional classrooms for 
2011–12.
2011–12 GCPS School Facts
• Facilities: 19 high schools, 26 middle schools, 77 elementary schools, and 11 special 

schools, including five charter schools, for a total of 133 schools. 
• Transportation Facts: 1,834 school buses transport more than 120,000 students 

twice a day, the second largest transporter of students in the country.
• School Nutrition: 127 school cafeterias will offer breakfast daily and 128 school 

cafeterias will serve lunch daily. Last year, GCPS served 22,231,157 student lunches 
and 9,917,172 student breakfasts.

• Leadership Appointments: New principals were appointed for 21 schools for 
2011–12. While most of these leaders are new to the principal’s office this year, some 
of these principals served a portion of last year in the leadership role. This will mark 
their first full year as principal at their new schools.

Visit the system website to subscribe to GCPS’ RSS news feed and connect with 
Facebook and Twitter. 

 The George W. Bush Institute added GCPS’ Quality-Plus Leader Academy to 
a network of innovators around the country that are changing the way school 
principals are chosen, trained, evaluated, and empowered. The partnership is part 
of AREL (Alliance to Reform Education Leadership), a program announced by former 
first lady Laura Bush in September 2010. AREL focuses on enhancing and empowering 
the performance of America’s school principals as a means to impact student 
achievement. The Bush Institute’s education reform team develops programs to ensure 
every American student completes high school ready for college or prepared for a good 
career. Through a national network of innovative training sites, AREL will create an 
expanded and more rigorous selection process, improve principal training, and change 
the management context in which principals operate (more authority and increased 
access to data). 

 A higher percentage of GCPS test-takers in grades 3–8 met or exceeded state 
standards than their peers statewide on the Criterion-Referenced Competency 
Tests. In addition, Gwinnett students surpassed the state average for students 
performing at the highest level— Level 3— exceeding state standards.
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Meadowcreek High 
principal passes away

The GCPS family was 
saddened by the death 
of Meadowcreek High 
Principal Ladeadrick 

“Bob”Jackson last month. 
His presence will be 
missed by his school 
system colleagues, 

but most of all by the 
students and staff at 
Meadowcreek High. 

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf
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 During a recent news conference, CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin Wilbanks 
and School Board Chairman Dr. Robert McClure shared the findings and 
recommendations from a third-party review into the district’s land acquisition 
process, specifically for the years 1999–2009. The review, conducted by former U.S. 
Attorney Joe Whitley, found no evidence of illegal or criminal conduct in the land 
acquisitions. It did find a few instances where Board policy was not followed explicitly 
in the site acquisition process, and recommendations were made for improvements in 
both policy and procedures to address these concerns. The superintendent and School 
Board are reviewing the recommendations included in the report and will be addressing 
them through policy and procedural updates.

 In a year when state standards rose, 80 percent of Gwinnett County’s public 
schools met the state’s accountability goals and only four schools are categorized as 
needing improvement. According to information released by the Georgia Department 
of Education in July, Gwinnett schools continue to make progress under No Child Left 
Behind (NCLB) as evidenced by the state’s Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) listing of 
Georgia schools. Of 126 Gwinnett schools required to meet state standards, 101 schools 
made AYP for the 2010–11 school year. Additional schools could meet the higher 
standards once summer retests and summer graduations are considered for an amended 
AYP report next month. 

• The counseling departments at Benefield Elementary, White Oak Elementary, 
Creekland Middle, and Peachtree Ridge High earned the Recognized ASCA 
Model Program (RAMP) National Award from the American School Counselor 
Association (ASCA). This award recognizes schools that have excelled in delivering a 
comprehensive, data-driven counseling program. Fourteen other GCPS schools hold 
RAMP designation. 

• Four graduates— from Dacula, Duluth, and Norcross high schools, and Gwinnett 
School of Mathematics, Science, and Technology— earned college-sponsored 
National Merit Scholarships.

• A student team from Parkview High earned 1st place in the Music Production 
category during the 2011 National Technology Students’ Association Conference. 

• Three GCPS TV entries were selected to receive a 2011 Telly Award.
• Meadowcreek High culinary students placed 2nd at the Family, Career, and 

Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) 2011 National Leadership Conference. 
• Cisco Foundation approved a grant in the amount of $50,000 to the Gwinnett 

County Public Schools Foundation Fund, Inc.

August 18 School Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Instructional Support Center (ISC)
September 5 All GCPS schools and offices closed for Labor Day
September 15 School Board Meeting, 7 p.m., ISC

Dr. Steve Frandsen   Annistown Elementary, principal
Dr. Terry Watlington   Norton Elementary, principal
Tommy Welch    Meadowcreek High, interim principal
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