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Berkmar HS to host regional competition, calls for volunteers 
 
     Berkmar High School will be the first public school in the Southeast to host the “SE 

Regional Deaf Academic Bowl.” During this National Deaf Awareness Week (Sept. 24th-

30th,) the school is calling on its community to participate in the competition by becoming a 

volunteer. 

     The goal of the Deaf Academic Bowl is to promote academic competition among school 

teams, and to foster academic excellence and achievement among deaf and hard of hearing 

students. Sixteen teams are selected to participate within the five regions. Four teams will be 

representing the state of Georgia, including one from Berkmar High, made up of five hard of 

hearing students and two of their coaches. The top two teams from each region go on to the 

national competition held each April at Gallaudet University in Washington, DC. The regional 

competitions for the Southeast are normally held at a school for the deaf. This is the first time 

a public hearing school has been selected to host the competition, an honor for GCPS and 

Berkmar.  

     The Berkmar High staff has been working around the clock for several months, planning 

for the historical event. The school is looking for more than 100 volunteers needed to help 

make the competition a success. “After all, it takes a village to raise a child” says Deaf and 

Hard of Hearing (D/HH) Coordinator Eva Parks. “The internal gratification is the highest 

form of reward. To donate your time working with students is one of the greatest benefits 

anyone can hope for.” 

     Gwinnett County Public Schools first established the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Program 

in 1978. It currently serves over 200 students at more than 60 Gwinnett schools. The Gwinnett 

D/HH (Deaf and Hard of Hearing) staff constantly challenge the students to overcome their 

disability to become life-long learners and to have access to all educational information and 

social interactions. 

     Berkmar High was chosen to host the next Deaf Academic Bowl earlier this year when 

several potential sites were visited and reviewed. It was determined Berkmar could 

accommodate the needs of the competition. 

     The annual “SE Regional Deaf Academic Bowl” will be held at Berkmar HS from 

February 15th-17th, 2007. For more information, contact 678-301-7121.   
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