
 

Fall Semester 
Week 1    Summer Reading: How to Read Like a Professor and The Kite Runner – themes: 

strength of character, resilience of the human spirit, man’s inhumanity to man, relationship 

between father and son, loyalty and devotion, discrimination, bigotry, and class structure of 

Afghan society 

 Collect summer reading assignments, Intro to class, Begin sharing “Life’s a Journey” poems 

 Socratic seminar on summer reading fiction: The Kite Runner  

 Literary term survey  

 Reading inventory 

 Timed writing 

 AP practice: multiple choice on “The Short Happy Life of Francis Macomber” 

Week 2    Summer Reading, Short Story and Prose: elements of fiction 

 Discussion of summer reading of How to Read Literature like a Professor, Hand out “Sound and 

Sense” by Alexander Pope/ Open-ended questions for annotation 

 Wrap-up of summer reading discussion, Assign the complete story of “The Short Happy Life of 

Francis Macomber” by Hemingway 

 Reader’s response entry and discussion of “The Short Happy Life…” 

 AP practice: multiple choice on “Sound and Sense” with McSlam, Assign “Good Country People” 

by Flannery O’Connor 

Weeks 3-4  Short Story and Prose, Diagnostic Test, Introduction to AP practice/testing 

Elements of fiction: plot and structure, characterization, theme, symbol, allegory, fantasy, irony 

 Discussion of “Good Country People,” Assign “Everyday Use” by Alice Walker 

 Discussion on “Everyday Use,” Assign “A Worn Path” by Eudora Welty 

 Discussion of “A Worn Path,” Assign “Cathedral” by Raymond Carver 

 Discussion of “Cathedral,” Assign “Ode on a Grecian Urn” by Keats for 9/5 and “A Very Old 

Man with Enormous Wings” by Gabriel Garcia Marquez for 8/3 

 Discussion of “A Very Old Man…” and magical realism 

 AP practice: multiple choice on “Good Country People,” Reader’s Response entry 

 Diagnostic multiple choice test from Barron’s 

 AP practice: multiple choice on “Ode on a Grecian Urn” with McSlam 

Weeks 5-7   Novel- magical realism; journalism-investigative reporting, themes-rituals, 

courtship, honor and its preservation, family duty, machismo, fate as evading guilt; dramatic, 

verbal, and situational irony, foreshadowing 

 Assign Chronicle of a Death Foretold, Introduction and background  

 Chronicle: student created response with example handout (included) 

 Discussion of timed writing: student examples, Small group discussion on scoring 

 Discussion of Chronicle, Quote discussion and response journals, Diagnostic multiple choice 

results 

 Discussion of Chronicle of a Death Foretold, Assign literary analysis (with works cited) topic 

choices (list attached) 

 Socratic seminar on Chronicle 

 Chronicle class or group character web 

 AP practice: timed writing on prose 

 Assign “Thanatopsis” for annotation with open-ended questions 

 AP practice: multiple choice on “Thanatopsis” with McSlam 



Weeks 8-10 Drama: Othello – tragedy and comedy, reality and illusion, iambic pentameter and 

blank verse, character foils, characterization, internal and external conflict, motivation, theme- 

love and war, isolation and treatment of “outsider”, jealousy, appearance and reality 

 Anticipation questions 

 Ongoing class discussion 

 Reader’s theater 

 Film study 

 Essay-literary analysis, must include literary criticism and works cited (handout attached) 

 Timed writing (Shakespeare topic) 

 Data sheet (sample included) 

 Issue Crime and Punishment along with handout of reading schedule 

 Background: handout for 5 in 5 for Crime and Punishment 

 Revision of Chronicle of a Death Foretold due 

Weeks 11-17 Crime and Punishment – historical background; themes – alienation and isolation, 

Superman, psychology of crime; characterization; psychological development of character; 

allusions; character study 

 5 in 5 (five facts in five minutes) presentations on C&P 

 Discussion of assigned reading 

 Reading/annotation checks 

 Separate quizzes over each of the novel’s five parts 

 Close readings 

 Socratic seminar with student and teacher questions 

 Reader’s theater with Literary Calvacade script 

 Timed writing 

 Split personality creative assignment with text support from C&P 

 Literary analysis paper with works cited: thesis check, rough draft, peer edit, revision (topics 

attached) 

 AP data sheet 

 Unit test 

 Weekly AP Practice from Applied Practice 

 Revision of Othello essay due 

 Introduce independent novel unit (list included) 

Week 18 Independent novel 

 Student choice from list generated from AP open-ended prompt 

 AP data sheet 

 Novel assessment – open-ended questions 

 Timed writing activity: three theses, one essay 

 Novel presentation (book talk) 

 Revision of Crime and Punishment essay due 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Second Semester 
Weeks 1-3 Poetry - Classic poets, 19

th
 century poets, modern poets, and contemporary poets: 

Intro to Poetry – interpretation, evaluation, speaker, tone, diction, imagery, simile, metaphor, 

personification, apostrophe, metonymy, symbolism and allegory, paradox, overstatement, 

understatement, irony, syntax, sound, rhythm and meter, structure, denotation and connotation,  

allusion, musical devices, pattern 

 Explication 

 Discussion of various elements 

 Connections between poems 

 Timed writing 

 Oral reading 

 Connections-personal responses 

 Close readings 

 Modeling 

 AP practice-multiple choice 

 Independent literary analysis with works cited 

What is poetry?  Reading the poem? Robert Hayden, Theodore Roethke, 

Wilfred Owen, William Carlos Williams, 

Dudley Randall, Archibald MacLeish, 

Thomas Hardy, Philip Larkin, Wallace 

Stevens, Maya Angelou, William 

Shakespeare 

Denotation/connotation, diction, and 

imagery 

Langston Hughes, Edwin Arlington 

Robinson, Robert Hayden, William 

Wordsworth, Adienne Rich, Lucille 

Clifton, Anne Sexton, Robert Herrick, 

Emily Dickinson, Maxine Kumin, Karl 

Shapiro, Wilfred Owen, Sappho, Robert 

Burns, Gwendolyn Brooks, Matthew 

Arnold, Robert Browning, Christopher 

Marlowe, Sir Walter Raleigh 

Figurative Language I: simile, 

metaphor, personification, apostrophe, 

metonymy 

Sharon Olds, William Shakespeare, 

John Donne, Judith Wright, Frances 

Cornford, Robert Frost, Sylvia Plath, 

Edmund Waller, George Herbert, Emily 

Dickinson, John Updike, Christina 

Rosetti, Geoffrey Chaucer, Edna St. 

Vincent Millay, Richard Wilbur, Rita 

Dove, Lucille Clifton, Alfred Lord 

Tennyson 

Figurative Language II: symbol and 

allegory 

Gerard Manley Hopkins, Robert Frost, 

Peter Meinke, William Blake, Seamus 

Heaney, Robert Herrick, Christina 

Rosetti, George Herbert, Emily 

Dickinson, Jay Macpherson, Linda 

Pastan 

Figurative Language III: paradox, Countee Cullen, Marge Piercy, William 



hyperbole, understatement, irony  Blake, Percy Shelley, W.H. Auden, 

Lucille Clifton, John Updike, Alexander 

Pope, Jonathan Swift, Sir John 

Metjeman, Ralph Hodgson, Martha 

Collins, Pablo Neruda 

Allusion, Meaning and Idea Walt Whitman, Wilfred Owens, William 

Shakespeare, e.e. cummings, John 

Milton, Walter McDonald, Lawrence 

Perrine, Dudley Randall, Marianne 

Moore, Archibald MacLeish, Vincente 

Huidobro, Sharon Olds, Linda Pastan, 

Thomas Gray 

Tone and Musical devices Ezra Pound, Wislowa Szymborska, 

Nikki Giovanni, Gwendolyn Brooks, 

Matthew Arnold, Lord Byron, Edgar 

Allen Poe 

Rhyme and meter, Pattern, Syntax  Julia Alvarez, May Swenson, Dylan 

Thomas, Edmund Spenser, Ben Jonson, 

Linda Pastan , Elizabeth Barrett 

Browning, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 

Paul Dunbar Lawrence, Lord Byron, 

Edgar Allen Poe, Anne Bradstreet, John 

Milton, Sir Philip Sidney, Thomas Wyatt 
 

 

Weeks 4-7 Tale of Two Cities – themes: order and disorder, resurrection and transformation, 

necessity of sacrifice, violence and oppression, doubles, shadows and darkness, imprisonment 

 Anticipation questions, background on time period, author 

 Ongoing reader’s response journals on assigned reading for lit techniques social commentary, and 

themes 

 Applied practice – multiple choice questions 

 Close readings – character analysis 

 Quizzes over books 1, 2, and 3 

 Timed writing 

 Literary analysis topics (included), thesis/outline check, works cited 

 Clips of Masterpiece Theater 

 Inspirations textually supported plot diagram 

 Revision of independent poem literary analysis due 

Weeks 8-10 Heart of Darkness – themes: alienation and loneliness, imperialism, evil, darkness, 

deception, order and disorder, sanity and insanity, duty and responsibility, doubt and 

ambiguity, race and racism, violence and cruelty, moral corruption, 

 Introductory notes  

 Background and connections assignments – current events 

 Discussion questions/reader’s response 

 Literary analysis (with works cited) and creative writings topics (included) 

 Socratic seminar 

 Applied practice – multiple choice questions -  McSlam 

 Close readings 



 Data sheet 

 Thesis development 

 Apocalypse Now film clip – film as art comparison 

 T.S. Eliot “The Hollow Man” 

 Interpretive oral reading of poetry 

 “The Child by Tiger” by Thomas Wolfe 

 Revision of A Tale of Two Cities literary analysis due 

Weeks 11-13 Things Fall Apart – themes: custom and tradition, choices and consequences, 

alienation and loneliness, betrayal, change and transformation, good and evil, culture clash 

 Lecture notes with Power Point : author notes and background 

 Literary criticism packet 

 Discussion of Igbo language 

 Yeats – “The Second Coming” 

 Reader’s responses to quotes 

 Ongoing character chart 

 Quizzes 

 Timed writing 

 Illustrated folktale on story board with social commentary (moral) 

 Character analysis with works cited 

 Revision of Heart of Darkness literary analysis due 

Weeks 14-15 John Donne’s Holy Sonnets and Wit by Margaret Edson – themes: death, wit, 

search for knowledge, human rights,  

 Anticipation questions 

 Background discussion 

 View or read an interview with the author 

 Literary analysis topics (with works cited) 

 Timed writing 

 Vocabulary 

 Childhood literature 

 Discussion of irony 

 Check test 

 Discussion of Donne’s sonnets  

 Data sheet 

 Wit film 

 Revision of Things Fall Apart analysis due 

Week 16 AP test prep and review 

 

Weeks 17-18 Student Choice Novel (from list) Literary Circles 

 Student choice from list generated from modern/contemporary novels from AP open-ended 

prompts 

 Student produced discussion questions for literary circles 

 Group generate book review 

 Individual novel assessment – open-ended questions 

 Creative novel presentation to be approved 

 Revision of Wit literary analysis due 

 



 

AP Objectives 

1. extensive composition at the college level to develop stylistic maturity, including denotative 

and connotative accuracy, a variety of sentence structures, appropriate use of subordinate and 

coordinate constructions, logical organization, specific techniques of coherence, specific 

supportive details for generalizations, focus thesis, effective use of rhetoric, controlling tone, 

maintaining consistent voice and achieving emphasis through parallelism and antithesis 

2. versatility in modes of writing: expository, analytical, and argumentative essays 

3. use of creative writing assignments to understand writing as a craft 

4. extensive reading of complex literary text in English, including fiction, non-fiction, drama, 

and poetry 

5. extensive study of major authors, periods, genres, or themes, including British, American, and 

world literature 

6. close reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature from the 16
th

 century to the present 

7. careful observations of textual detail 

8. connections among observations which lead to inferences of meaning 

9. understanding a work’s complexity and richness of meaning 

10. analysis of ways in which meaning is embodied in literary form 

11. consideration of a work’s social, cultural, historical, and philosophical values and context 

12. knowledge of literary techniques and terms 

13. identification and use of devices of language, rhetoric, and expository writing 

14. articulation of judgments in the evaluation of literary works 

15. development of critical thinking and problem-solving skills 

 

 

 

 

TEXTS 

Thomas P. Arp and Greg Johnson – Perrine’s Literature: Structure, Sound, and Sense 

Robert Diyanni – Literature: Reading Fiction, Poetry, Drama, and the Essay 

Applied Practice- Poetry selections by various poets 

Thomas C. Foster – How to Read Literature Like a Professor 

Khaled Hosseini – The Kite Runner 

Gabriel Garcia Marquez – Chronicle of a Death Foretold 

William Shakespeare – Othello 

Fyodor Dostoyevsky – Crime and Punishment 

Screenplay: Crime and Punishment, Literary Cavalcade, 00244511, Nov/Dec 98, Vol. 51, Issue 

 3. Professional Development Collection 

Charles Dickens – Tale of Two Cities 

Joseph Conrad – Heart of Darkness 

Chinua Achebe – Things Fall Apart 

Margaret Edson - Wit 

Barron’s AP English Literature and Composition – 2008 edition 

Kaplan AP English Literature and Composition – 2008 edition 

In-class handouts 

Independent novels 

 

FILMS 

BBC and Time-Life Films – Othello 



Apocalypse Now 

Masterpiece Theatre – A Tale of Two Cities 

Wit 

 

Chronicle of a Death Foretold Final Analysis 
 

1. Compose character sketches of the women in Chronicle of a Death Foretold. Describe their 

lives, their aspirations, the choices that are available to them, and their individual responses to 

the circumstances in which they find themselves. Final project should include both writing and 

drawing.  

 

2. Write an essay in which you discuss how violence and brutality are shown to be an intrinsic 

part of the life of the town and of the culture it reflects.  

 

3. Discuss the class system that emerges in the society of Chronicle of a Death Foretold. On 

what is it based? In what ways does it influence the central action of the novel?   

 

4. Discuss the overall attitude to religion that is presented in this novel. Use specific quotes from 

the book to support your discussion of the place of religion and the supernatural in the lives of 

the villagers.  

 

5. Do an abstract drawing or painting of the novel. Select colors which conform to those García 

Márquez himself indicates, and in amounts that approximate the frequency with which they 

appear in the book. OR do a surrealistic rendering of an aspect of Chronicle of a Death Foretold 

or one which expresses the entirety of the novel. Examine the work of the painters Salvador Dali, 

Paul Klee, Joan Miro, Pablo Picasso, or others who employ surrealism in their canvasses. 

 

 

Othello Writing Topics 

 
1. Othello has multiple personas throughout the play.  Discuss them. 

2. How is Othello a romantic figure? 

3. Compare and discuss the use of secret plans in at least two Shakespeare plays including 

Othello. 

4. How are the concerns of nobility and debasement apparent throughout the play? 

5. Who is triumphant at the play’s conclusion? 

6. Discuss, thematically, the role of women in the play.   

***Each essay must include literary criticism from the approved list of databases. 

 

Crime and Punishment Literary Analysis Topics 

 



1. Compare the major female characters: Sonya, Dunya, Katerine Ivanovna.  Do you think 

they are well-rounded characters or stereotypes?  How does each figure in Raskolnikov’s 

actions? 

 

2. The crime in Crime and Punishment occurs very early in the novel leaving the rest of the 

novel to entertain theories of punishment.  Discuss the different forms of punishment and 

the concepts of law present in the novel. 

 

3. Choose a character from Crime and Punishment and write an essay in which you a) 

briefly describe the standards of the fictional society in which the character exists and b) 

show how the character is affected by and responds to those standards.  Do not write about 

Raskolnikov. 

 

4. Consider the different dreams throughout the novel and decide what functional role they 

fulfill. 

 

5. Explore the religious and biblical themes in the novel, especially the story of Lazarus 

that Sonia reads to Raskolnikov.  

 

A Tale of Two Cities 

Literary analysis topics 
 

1. Dickens comments on the nature of man and levels of society throughout the A 

 Tale of Two Cities.  Choose some passages (minimum of three) that illustrate this 

 analysis of mankind.  After explaining each passage’s (either cited or quoted) 

 literal meaning, make observations about each which address Dickens’ social 

 commentaries. 

 

2. Whether or not you enjoy A Tale of Two Cities, Dickens’ artistry and  

 craftsmanship are undeniable.  What literary techniques and figurative language 

 most impress you this Dickens’ novel?  Be sure to give examples and thoroughly 

 explain them. 

 

3.  Dickens uses many themes throughout the novel.  Define one prominent theme 

 and trace its use through the three books.  Include textual and critical support. 

 

Heart of Darkness literary analysis topics 

 
Choose one of the following topics.  Be sure to gather and present plenty of supporting 

evidence, both directly and indirectly quoted, and discuss it thoroughly, insightfully, and 

clearly. 

 

1. The novel is laced with irony of situation.  Discuss the overall irony of the 

 Europeans’ activities in the Congo and how these are embodied in the  

 character of Kurtz.  Also discuss the irony of the cannibals.  How do these 

 instances enhance the novel? 

 



2.  Discuss these illusions in Heart of Darkness: the two knitting women, the 

 reference to Brussels as the “whited sepulcher” and the rent veil.  Explain the

 situation in which the allusions appear and how they enhance the novel 

 thematically. 

 

3.  The narrator describes Marlow as “Marlow was not typical… and to him the 

 meaning of an episode was not like the inside of a kernel but outside,  enveloping 

the tale which brought it out only as a glow brings about a haze,  in the 

likeness of one of these misty halos that, sometimes, are made visible  by the 

spectral illumination of moonshine.”  How does this description fit  Marlow and 

his story? 

 

Heart of Darkness creative writing topics 

 
On your own paper and alone or with a partner, brainstorm BOTH of the following topics 

and choose one to complete. 

 

1. Marlow discovers the book An Inquiry into some Points of Seamanship, in a 

 hut located approximately fifty miles below the inner station and nowhere 

 near the sea.  In the margins of the text there are penciled notes written in 

 cipher.  To Marlow the text is “an extravagant mystery.”  Who wrote these 

 notes?  What do these notes say?  Create the notes, code, and translation. 

 

2. Kurtz and his intended write letters to each other.  What information would these 

letters include?  What information might not be included?  Why?  What type of 

relationship do Kurtz and his Intended have?  Would this be revealed in the letters?  Write 

a letter for Kurtz to his Intended and another from his Intended to Kurtz.  Include a page 

of commentary explaining the two letters. 

 

 

Things Fall Apart/Heart of Darkness  

literary comparison choices 

 

1. What are the moral dilemmas presented within each work? 

2. How do the two texts represent Christianity versus African 

religious belief and practice? 

3. How do the two novels approach the relationships between the 

communities and the individual?  

Wit Essay Topics 

 
1. “Intertextuality” is a literary concept closely related to allusion.  In simplest 

 terms, it is the appearance in one text of another text (or part of another 

 text).  Write an essay in which you explain and discuss intertextuality in Wit. 



 In particular, you should analyze the presence of Donne’s Holy Sonnets 

 (“Death be not proud…,” “If poisonous minerals…,” and “This id my play’s 

 last scene…”) and – yes – The Runaway Bunny.  Describe each of these texts, 

 how each is woven into the larger text of Wit, and the role of each in story’s 

 meaning. 

 

2. Vivian Bearing says of her own story, “Irony is a literary device that will 

 necessarily be deployed to great effect.”  Write an essay in which you analyze 

 Edson’s extensive use of irony in Wit.  What are the primary manifestations 

 of irony in the story?  How do they affect the story’s meaning? 

 


