
GCPS British Literature Instructional Calendar 
 

Most of our Language Arts AKS are ongoing.  Any AKS that should be targeted in a specific nine-week period are listed accordingly, along with suggested resources from board-

adopted materials.  Anchor texts and essential vocabulary terms are those that all twelfth graders should read and be familiar with as part of the senior language arts curriculum.  

This calendar is a recommended instructional sequence, but it should be based on local school and classroom data. Pacing is based on approximately 50 minutes of daily 

instruction, and consideration is given to system-wide student holidays, early release days, and testing days. Revised May 2010.  

 

   

AKS Strand(s) First Nine Weeks Second Nine Weeks Third Nine Weeks Fourth Nine Weeks 

Listening/Speaking/Viewing 

AKS 1, 2, 3:  All ongoing 

 

Resource:  Prentice Hall’s Writing and Grammar 

Comprehension 

 

Reading Across the Curriculum 

 

 

 

 

AKS 4-20 and 21-25 are ongoing 

 

Topics:  Anglo-Saxon, Medieval  

 

Anchor texts: Choice of Beowulf, Arthur, 

Canterbury Tales 

Topics:  English Renaissance, 

Seventeenth Century- Carpe Diem 

 

Anchor texts: Shakespearean 

Drama (Macbeth or Hamlet)  

Topics:  Romanticism, Victorian 

Age 

 

Pre-Romantic Poetry, Victorian 

Poetry, Victorian Drama 

Topics:  Modern, Post-Modern 

 

Short Stories and Poetry 

 

Resource:  PH’s The British Tradition and Writing and Grammar (suggested unit material included below) 

Unit 1 

 

The changing English language: Old English to 

Middle English 

Units 2 and 3 

 

Renaissance Theater; Queen 

Elizabeth’s support of the arts 

Units 3 and 4 

 

Focus of the Romantics and 

Victorians; effects of Industrial 

Revolution on literature 

Units 4 and 5 

 

Effects of war on literature 

Vocabulary terms 

epic, kenning, alliteration, imagery, sensory 

language, symbolism, chivalry, legend, frame 

story, moral, prologue, mock-heroic, anecdote,  

allusion,  simile, mystery play, miracle play, 

morality play, allegory, characterization, irony 

lyric poetry, sonnet, pastoral 

poetry, personification, 

parallelism, psalm, parable, 

theme, metaphysical poetry, 

conceit, paradox, analogy, 

apostrophe, allegory, tone, diary, 

nonfiction, novel, satire, journal 

dialect, symbolic & literal, 

repetition, parallelism, mood, 

alliteration, irony consonance, 

assonance, internal rhyme, sonnet, 

ode, meter, speaker, dramatic 

monologue,  blank verse, style, 

inference, rhetorical question 

stream-of-consciousness, 

epiphany, voice, parody, mock-

epic 

Writing 

 

and 

 

Conventions 

 

AKS 26-42 and 43-44 are ongoing (targeted AKS listed below) 

 

Resources:  PH’s Writing and Grammar; GCPS Anchor Papers and Resource Notebook (LA website) 

Exposition 

 

AKS 38 

 

Suggested writing styles include: timed writing, 

personal narrative, and/or college entry essay, 

research and literary analysis 

Research 

 

AKS 40, 41 

Persuasion 

 

AKS 39 

 

Suggested writing styles include: 

timed writing, evaluate a 

position/satire and 

compare/contrast, research 

Research 

 

AKS 40, 41 

 



GCPS British Literature Instructional Calendar 
 

Most of our Language Arts AKS are ongoing.  Any AKS that should be targeted in a specific nine-week period are listed accordingly, along with suggested resources from board-

adopted materials.  Anchor texts and essential vocabulary terms are those that all twelfth graders should read and be familiar with as part of the senior language arts curriculum.  

This calendar is a recommended instructional sequence, but it should be based on local school and classroom data. Pacing is based on approximately 50 minutes of daily 

instruction, and consideration is given to system-wide student holidays, early release days, and testing days. Revised May 2010.  

 
 

Renaissance Theater Literary Terms 

1. alliteration: The repetition of the same sounds or of the same kinds of sounds at the beginning of words  

2. antagonist: the adversary of the hero or protagonist of a drama or other literary work  

3. conflict: the problem in any piece of literature  

4. dramatic irony: a reader or character knows something that another character does not  

5. end rhyme: rhyme of the terminal syllables of lines of poetry  

6. foil: to keep (a person) from succeeding in an enterprise, plan, etc  

7. foreshadowing: when the author gives hints on events yet to occur  

8. imagery: language that appeals to the senses and allows for the forming of mental images or pictures  

9. malapropism: An act or habit of misusing words ridiculously especially when they sound similar  

10. metaphor: a direct comparison  

11. monologue: a speech addressed to another person or group of people (Note: If the speaker is not addressing anyone, but is simply stating his/her private thoughts and 

feelings, it is called a soliloquy.)  

12. oxymoron: a figure of speech by which a set of words produces an incongruous, seemingly self-contradictory effect  

13. personification: giving something nonhuman human qualities  

14. play within a play: a play presented within the action of a play  

15. protagonist: the leading character, hero, or heroine of a drama or other literary work  

16. pun: the humorous use of a word or phrase so as to emphasize or suggest its different meanings or applications, or the use of words that are alike or nearly alike in sound 

but different in meaning; a play on words  

17. setting: the time and place of a story  

18. simile: a comparison with like or as  

19. situational irony: the difference between what is expected to happen and what actually does  

20. soliloquy: a character speaks alone and reveals his private thoughts and feelings to the audience or reader  

21. suspense: feeling of uncertainty or anxiety about what will happen next  

22. theme: the unifying subject or idea of a story    

23. verbal irony: contradiction between what is said and what is meant or what is true  

24. verse: a poem, or piece of poetry  

 


