
 

N  E  W  S     R  E  L  E  A  S  E 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 23, 2007 
Contact: Communication and Media Relations, 678-301-6020 
 

GCPS students and teachers advance to region STAR 
competition 
 

     Three Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) students—all of whom earned 

perfect scores on the SAT-- are moving on to compete for the 2007 Region 3A STAR 

(Student Teacher Achievement Recognition) honor, a program that highlights 

exceptional academic achievement.   

     During the STAR Student and Teacher Luncheon on Friday, February 23, 2007, 

students from Gwinnett public and private schools were recognized as STAR students 

from each of their respective schools. Each GCPS high school had one STAR student 

representative honored at the luncheon, with two representing Parkview High. The 

STAR title is earned by the senior in the top 10 percent of his or her class with the 

highest SAT score. Each STAR student then names a STAR teacher— an educator 

who has had a particularly strong influence on the student’s academic career. 

 The three Gwinnett County winners and their selected teachers will now advance 

to the region competition. Those students and their honored teachers include Clara 

Yang of Brookwood High, who chose Laura Stanley as her STAR teacher; Steven 

Lau of Duluth High, with Geri Flanary accompanying him as his STAR teacher; and 

Elinor Willis of Meadowcreek High, who chose Fred Okoh as her STAR teacher. 

 In March, these system winners will compete for the region title. The regional 

winners will then compete in April for the honor of being named Georgia’s 2007 

STAR Student. The teacher chosen by the state winner will be honored as the state 

STAR teacher. The state STAR program is sponsored by the Professional Association 

of Georgia Educators, the Georgia Chamber of Commerce, and the Georgia 

Department of Education. 

 Locally, the Gwinnett Chamber of Commerce, Jackson EMC, and Medieval Times 

sponsored the STAR Student/Teacher Luncheon. In addition, Notre Dame Academy 

and Legacy Academy provided a scholarship for the three winners. 
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