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Berkmar High School Class Represents 7th Congressional District at Georgia 
Competition on Constitution and Bill of Rights 
 
 Students in Loretta Mirandola's Advanced Placement Government class at 
Berkmar High School have become experts on the U.S. Constitution and Bill of 
Rights and will represent the 7th Congressional District when they travel to the Capitol 
in Atlanta on December 11 to compete in the state finals of the "We the People: The 
Citizen and the Constitution" competition. 
 The Berkmar students have studied for months to prepare for their role as experts 
testifying on selected constitutional issues. The class will compete at the state hearings 
for the opportunity to represent Georgia at the national finals on April 29 in 
Washington, D.C. Simulated congressional committees consisting of constitutional 
scholars, lawyers, and government leaders will judge the students' performances.  
 Representative John Linder supports the program and his senior staff member, 
Derick Corbett, serves on the program's statewide advisory board.    Debbie English 
Daniell, social studies coordinator for the Gwinnett County Public Schools administers 
the program for the 7th Congressional District.  
 The "We the People" program is the most extensive education program in the 
country developed to teach young people about the Constitution and Bill of Rights and 
the principles and values they embody. The course of instruction, using the specially 
designed "We the People" text, is followed by a test which measures students' 
"constitutional literacy." High school classes may then choose to enter a series of 
competitions at the congressional district, state, and national levels.   
 According to a recent study by Professor Richard Brody of Stanford University, 
high school students who participate in the "We the People" program display more 
political tolerance and feel more politically effective than most adult Americans and 
most other students. Students in the program are more interested in politics, feel more 
politically effective, and perceive fewer limits on their own political freedom. 
 Administered by the Center for Civic Education and funded by U.S. Department of 
Education, the program is currently being implemented in every congressional district, 
the four trust territories, and the District of Columbia. When combined with the 
noncompetitive elementary and middle school levels, more than 26.5 million students 
have participated in the program since the inception of the program. 
 Students representing the 7th Congressional District are Berkmar seniors:  John 
Bottley, Matthew Caldwell, Khanh Dac, Jeannette Diaz, Linh Do, Aneeth Geetha, 
Suzanne Gonzalez, Mehedi Hassan, Chad Hixon, Jason Junker, Stephen "Chris" 
Knight, Lee Nguyen, Stephen Oakley, Dan Thanh Vo, and Karla White. 
 For more information about the program, contact Dr. John Hoge, State 
Coordinator, 629 E Aderhold Hall, University of Georgia, Athens,  GA  30602-7177 
(706) 542-4416 or the Center for Civic Education, 5146 Douglas Fir Road, Calabasas, 
CA 91302, (818) 591-9321. 
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