
 

N  E  W  S     R  E  L  E  A  S  E 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 21, 2010  
News Media Contact: Communication and Media Relations, 678-301-6020 
 
Back to School 2010: 
GCPS uses web tools to connect with parents and community 
 
     During upcoming back-to-school activities the first week of August, Gwinnett 

parents and guardians will be encouraged to sign up for the school district’s latest 

communication tool, its parent portal. The go2 Parent Portal is a valuable resource for 

parents, providing information about their child and his or her academic career. 

Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) launched its parent portal last school year 

and this will be the first full year the web tool will be used districtwide. Through the 

portal, parents will safely and securely access key school information about 

attendance, grades, discipline, course and test history, and schedules. 

     While the portal has been well-received by parents, GCPS continues to look for 

additional ways to connect with parents and the community. In focus groups about 

communication, a number of people indicated interest in receiving news via 

Facebook and Twitter. In addition, there also was interest in an RSS feed of district 

news. As a result, GCPS has launched pages on both social networking sites and has 

set up an RSS newsfeed. 

     “The addition of these tools to our district’s communication mix adds a new 

dimension to our efforts,” says Sloan Roach, executive director of Communication 

and Media Relations. “It allows us to reach families and community members with 

tools they already are using to communicate. We are optimistic that this will help us 

extend our communication efforts, enabling us to reach out directly to those who are 

interested in learning more about our school system. And we are confident that those 

community members who are using these sites will appreciate the fact that they can 

follow their school district online.” 

     The RSS feed and the district’s Facebook and Twitter accounts are managed by 

the communications office and provide a wide range of posts and “tweets,” including 

district news,  press releases, calendar reminders, and emergency announcements. 

     You can find Gwinnett County Public Schools on Facebook or follow the district 

on Twitter at GwinnettSchools. Look for the orange RSS icon on the district’s 

website (www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us) to subscribe to the newsfeed. 
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