
 

N  E  W  S     R  E  L  E  A  S  E
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 5, 2008 
Contact: Communication and Media Relations, 678-301-6020 
 

“Parentvision” premieres on GCPS TV   
 

     A new television series becomes part of the fall lineup on GCPS TV, an 

educational access channel operated by Gwinnett County Public Schools 

(GCPS). “Parentvision” premieres next 

Monday, September 8, at 7 p.m. Part of the 

school system’s “Be There” initiative to 

inspire Gwinnett parents to be there for their 

student, each episode of the parenting 

television series is scheduled to run every day 

of the week. 

     “This program explores topics related to raising teens in the 21st century,” says 

Greg LaHatte, director of broadcast and distance learning. “Each episode takes an 

in-depth look at this ‘millennial’ generation, and helps parents understand the 

issues facing teens today.” Hosted by veteran Collins Hill High counselor 

Margaret Cheeley, the half-hour format will include pre-produced reports and  

on-set interviews with counseling and advising experts, as well as Gwinnett teens.  

     The show’s first episode, “The Teenage Brain,” will air daily Monday- 

Sunday, September 8-14, introducing parents to new scientific research showing 

that the adolescent brain is very different from 

the adult brain. Since the adolescent’s brain 

continues to develop into their early to mid-20s, 

it comes as little surprise that areas of the 

teenage brain responsible for judgment and 

impulse control are still evolving. These new 

findings raise further questions about the severity of the harm drugs and alcohol 

may cause in the developing brain. 
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     Other upcoming episodes are as follows: 

-The Internet Generation - MySpace, FaceBook, YouTube. These and other 
“social networking” sites have become the de facto way for many kids to connect 
with each other. But do these Internet sites also foster antisocial behavior at a time 
when kids are just beginning to learn socially accepted mores? And can we really 
protect our kids while they are “out there” by themselves?  
Monday - Sunday, September 15-21, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
-Affluenza – Affluenza is a relatively new term describing the concern that we are 
raising a generation of kids who are spoiled, entitled and bored; kids who define 
success and themselves by material possessions – especially brand-names. 
Symptoms include low-self esteem, a need for immediate gratification, unrealistic 
expectations, and kids who are often in debt by the time they graduate college. 
Who is responsible? What do we do to avoid Affluenza?  
Monday – Sunday, September 22-28 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
A Matter of Degree – Every year, millions of students skip class or change their 
plans about finishing school. This program explores the various reasons kids don’t 
attend school – feeling alienated from school, bullied or excluded; pressure to 
support their families financially or emotionally. How do you help convince 
students, and their parents, that staying in school is the foundation to a healthy and 
successful future? It all starts with A Matter of Degree.   
Monday-Sunday, September 29-October 5 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

     During each episode, experts will be part of the discussion related to each topic. 

Parents, educators, and concerned caregivers are invited to mark their calendars 

this fall and “be there” for their teen student by tuning in to “Parentvision.” 

     Viewers can watch “Parentvision” by tuning in to GCPS TV on the following 

Gwinnett County cable channels: 

-AT&T – Channel 21 
-Charter – Channel 22 
-Comcast – Channel 24 or 26 (depending on location) 
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