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Five GCPS students earn  
national corporate-sponsored scholarship       
 
     The National Merit Scholarship Foundation (NMSF), an organization that 

encourages academic excellence, recently announced that five Gwinnett County 

Public Schools (GCPS) students have been selected to receive a national scholarship. 

     The five GCPS high school seniors are part of a group of 1,000 students nationwide 

selected as recipients. This year’s Gwinnett winners are: 

• Alan M. Chang – Norcross High  

• Justin K. Chang – Norcross High  

• Megan M. Elsenbeck – Brookwood High  

• Maryia Lu – Duluth High  

• Keela C. Palmer – Peachtree Ridge High  

 

     These students, representing four different GCPS high schools, were selected from a 

pool of finalists in the 2007 National Merit Scholarship Program who met the criteria 

of their scholarship sponsors. Corporate organizations generally provide awards for 

finalists who are children of their employees, residents of communities the company 

serves, or have plans to pursue majors or careers the grantor wishes to encourage. 

     More than 1.4 million students entered the competition last school year as juniors by 

taking the 2005 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test, which 

served as the initial screening for program entrants. As the highest scoring entrants in 

each state, these academically talented students were then invited to apply for a finalist 

spot. That level was determined by looking at the student’s outstanding academic 

record throughout high school, an endorsement/recommendation by the school 

principal, and a self descriptive essay and information about their participation and 

leadership in school and community activities. 

     Most of these awards are renewable for up to four years of college undergraduate 

study and provide annual stipends that range from $500 to $10,000 per year. Recipients 

can use their award at any regionally accredited U.S. college or university of their 

choice. 
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