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For immediate release: Nov. 9, 2004 
Contact: Communication and Media Relations, (770) 822-6508 
 
Deborah D. West of Level Creek Elementary named 
2005 Gwinnett County Teacher of the Year 
 

Deborah D. West of Level Creek Elementary has earned the title of 2005 

Gwinnett County Teacher of the Year. The announcement came at a Nov. 9 banquet 

at the Gwinnett Center celebrating all of the school system’s local school winners. 

Also honored were Sallie Barrett of Richard Hull Middle as the county’s Middle 

School Teacher of the Year and IV Bray of Berkmar High as the county’s High 

School Teacher of the Year. Before being named the county winner, Mrs. West was 

honored as Gwinnett County Elementary School Teacher of the Year. Mrs. West was 

chosen from a field of 97 local school nominees, which had been narrowed to six 

finalists through a two-phase selection process. The other finalists were Diane A. 

Clack of Parsons Elementary, Joann P. Morse of R.D. Head Elementary, and 

Rosemarie Placek of Peachtree Ridge High. 

* * * 
GWINNETT COUNTY TEACHER OF THE YEAR AND   

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHER  OF THE YEAR 

Deborah D. West— Visual Art Teacher, Level Creek Elementary 

Two months into the “real world,” as a college graduate pursuing a career in 

graphic design, Deborah West felt something wasn’t right. She didn’t feel she was 

making a difference. She returned to school for certification in art education, and 

found her calling.  

Mrs. West believes that every child can learn and succeed, and she says that the 

visual arts are the ideal vehicle because every child can be successful. She sees her 

role as an art teacher as integral to helping students build connections across the 

curriculum and to supporting student success. “Teachers need to provide 

environments that allow children to become successful readers, writers, speakers, 

listeners, problem solvers, and critical thinkers. Every child needs to feel successful. 

The arts allow me to teach to that success on a daily basis,” Mrs. West says.  

--more-- 
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When students prepare to begin a new unit in Mrs. West’s class, they start with a 

resounding chorus of “I am an ARTIST!” and “If I try, I can!” Her students work 

independently and collaboratively, using a variety of media that involve both critical-

thinking and problem-solving skills. She says, “There are no exact answers in art and 

students learn to solve problems visually.” 

In her school community, Mrs. West shares her talents by hosting “Parent’s Art 

Night at School,” by raising money for hunger programs with her Empty Bowls 

dinner project, and by developing school murals and inviting community artists into 

the school. Mrs. West’s enthusiasm for the arts and its importance in children’s lives 

is evident in her involvement in the community as well. She owns a children’s art 

studio in the county, and hangs student exhibits regularly throughout the county. 

Through Youth Art Month, Mrs. West has coordinated numerous activities to bring 

parents, the community, and students closer together. 

Mrs. West has been teaching 10 years, nine years with Gwinnett County Public 

Schools (GCPS). She began her career at Sugar Hill Elementary (1994-98). She 

taught at Rock Springs Elementary (1999-2004), before moving to the new Level 

Creek Elementary this year. Mrs. West holds a bachelor’s degree (1989) in Studio 

Art from the University of South Carolina; a master’s degree (1999) in Education 

from the University of Georgia; and a specialist’s degree (2004) in Art Education 

from Georgia. Mrs. West earned National Board Certification in 2003. She is the 

president of the Georgia Art Education Association, and an active member of the 

National Art Education Association (NAEA). Currently, Mrs. West is a delegate to 

NAEA, representing Georgia. She has served three times as state coordinator for 

Youth Art Month and coordinated the state’s largest art education conference.   

* * * 

MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

Sallie Barrett— 7th Grade Gifted Science Teacher, Richard Hull Middle 

Sallie Barrett followed in the footsteps of a beloved teacher when she decided to 

pursue a career in education. For Mrs. Barrett, a successful teacher “knows how to 

involve students in learning by combining the right ingredients: lots of interesting 

connections to the students’ lives, several parts of curiosity and inquiry, some hands-

on discovery, lots of academic challenges, and a heaping dose of fun,” she says. 

--more-- 
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Science comes to life in Mrs. Barrett’s classroom. Students play “Outbreak 

Challenge” during an epidemiology unit. They create “Experiments to Go,” 

designing a lesson with a hands-on experiment, worksheet, and quiz, packaged 

together to share with younger students. Lumps of clay become muscles during study 

of the structure of muscles and tendons.  

Her career in education has spanned 21 years, 14 of those in Gwinnett. Mrs. 

Barrett taught 11 years at Pinckneyville Middle, before moving to her current school 

home, Richard Hull Middle, in 2001. Mrs. Barrett holds a bachelor’s degree (1969) 

in Elementary Education and a master’s (1976) in Outdoor Education, both from 

Southern Illinois University; and a Diploma for Advanced Study in Teaching (1999) 

from Emory University.  

Mrs. Barrett, a nationally board certified teacher, is a mentor to her peers. She 

works with Gwinnett candidates engaging in the rigorous National Board 

Certification process. She also teaches an online class for educators seeking 

certification. In addition, she is a member of the Executive Committee for the 

Georgia Association of Accomplished Teachers and Supporters, and is a frequent 

presenter at state and national conferences.  

* * * 

HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

IV Bray— Physics, Web Design, and Directed Study Teacher, Berkmar High 

IV Bray, the son of career teachers, says education has always been in his 

family, and in his blood. After three years as a police officer, he realized that the part 

he liked most about the job was helping other people. An education career was born.  

Students in Mr. Bray’s classes learn to make connections. “Learning is nothing 

more than the learner making connections,” he says. “Those connections are literal, 

but more importantly, they are those ‘Aha!’ moments of mental comparison.” Those 

connections may be linking today’s learning with yesterday’s lesson, connecting a 

math exercise to a projectile in physics, “or most magically, when a student is able to 

connect something from class to something in his or her life.” 

Mr. Bray’s influence extends beyond the classroom. He has coached the school’s 

Academic Decathlon team to two consecutive state championships. The physics class 

web page he began in 1998 slowly transformed into the school’s web site, which Mr.  

--more-- 
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Bray continues to expand into a more effective communication tool for parents and 

the school community.  

Mr. Bray has spent his entire career in education at Berkmar High, where he 

began teaching in 1994. During his tenure, Mr. Bray has taught physics, chemistry, 

physical science, web design, and gifted directed study. Mr. Bray holds a bachelor’s 

degree (1990) in Physics from LaGrange College; and master’s (1994) and 

specialist’s (2000) degrees in science education from the University of Georgia.   

* * * 

As Gwinnett’s Teacher of the Year, Mrs. West will receive an additional $1,000 

in her annual contract for as long as she teaches in Gwinnett County Public Schools. 

The two level winners for middle and high school each will have $750 added to their 

annual contracts as long as they remain GCPS teachers. The other three finalists 

received a one-time award of $500, and each local school winner received a one-time 

award of $200. 

Mrs. West will represent the county in state competition. The Georgia Teacher of 

the Year will be named after the first of the year. 

This year’s corporate sponsors of the Teacher of the Year competition and 

banquet are Coca-Cola Enterprises, Georgia Power, Gwinnett Federal Credit Union, 

Hayes Chrysler Dodge Jeep, Herff Jones, IBM, Lifetouch Photography, and Mellon 

Bank. 

--30-- 

Reporters with questions about the Teacher of the Year selection process should 

contact Dr. Lea Arnau, director of Professional Learning, at 770-513-6652. 

 


