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GCPS SCENE

 Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) students continue to challenge 
themselves with college-level material in Advanced Placement (AP) classes, showing 
their mastery through AP exams administered last spring. College Board results show 
that in Gwinnett, 12,205 Gwinnett students participated in 23,468 AP exams during the 
2011–12 school year, an increase from the 11,177 students who took 20,773 exams the 
previous year. Of GCPS’ test-takers, 59.1% earned a 3 or higher on a scale of 1 to 5. Many 
colleges grant credit or exemptions for students who achieve a 3 or higher on AP exams. 
Gwinnett’s 59.1% compares to 56.5% at the state level and 61.5% globally. More than 3.7 
million exams were administered worldwide this year.
 
	 This fall, five GCPS clusters— Archer, Berkmar, Duluth, North Gwinnett, and 
Shiloh— will participate in a pilot for e CLASS, the district’s digital content, learning, 
assessment, and support system initiative. As part of the pilot, schools in these clusters 
may elect to allow some students and teachers to use their personal devices to access the 
Internet on the GCPS network through the Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) initiative. To 
prepare for a time when students will bring their own technology, the district is expanding 
its Wi-Fi capabilities. GCPS also is exploring what kinds of devices (cell phones, tablets, 
laptops, e-readers, etc.) may be used instructionally. Researchers are looking at the degree to 
which different devices are “content-friendly,” as recognized platforms can vary greatly.

 Citizens have until the Oct. 9 deadline to register to vote in the Nov. 6 general 
election. Closer to the election, registered voters can visit the Secretary of State’s website, 
log on to MVP— My Voting Page— for voter registration status, mail-in application and 
ballot status, poll and early voting locations, and more. Sample ballots will be posted later in 
the fall. iVote, a website dedicated to raising awareness about voting among Georgia teens 
and young adults, is active, too. Remember, GCPS schools are closed on Election Day to 
accommodate the large turnout expected at polling stations, many housed in GCPS schools.

 GCPS invites community members to join GCPS staff members by participating in 
a review of proposed curriculum materials. Materials submitted by publishers are reviewed 
by teachers, administrators, and parents for alignment with the school system’s Academic 
Knowledge and Skills (AKS) curriculum. The review is scheduled for September 17–28 at 
the Instructional Support Center in Suwanee. Participants will review non-fiction books for 
grades K–12, teacher resources for grades K–8 Language Arts, and Advanced Placement Latin 
materials. Based on all input gathered from this review, a recommendation will be made to 
the Gwinnett County Board of Education for adoption of materials. Learn more online.

September 20 School Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Instructional Support Center (ISC) 
October 1 & 2 Early Release for elementary and middle schools for parent-teacher 

conferences
October 8 Student Holiday and Teacher Furlough Day
October 18 School Board Meeting, 7 p.m., ISC
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 GCPS’ Community-Based Mentoring Program is hosting the Third Annual Golf 
Tournament on Oct. 8 at the Legacy Golf Course at Lake Lanier Islands Resort. All 
proceeds support mentoring, student leadership workshops, goal-setting, educational 
field trips, college visits, and an awards dinner. The registration fee of $100 includes 
tournament entry, breakfast, a chance at the Hole-In-One contest and the Longest 
Drive contest, lunch, snacks and more. There are also opportunities for sponsorship at 
a Gold and Silver levels. Registration and sponsorship opportunities will be found at 
www.gcps-foundation.org.

 Through Great Days of Service (GDOS), GCPS volunteers have been coming 
together for the past 12 years to make their community a better place, benefitting 
local non-profit agencies that provide goods and services to people within the 
community in need. This year’s Great Days of Service event is scheduled for Oct. 5 and 
6. Great Days Projects include opportunities at local schools. School and Central Office 
locations also are collecting needed goods to donate. Contact the Gwinnett Coalition 
for Health & Human Services at 770-995-3339 to learn how to support GDOS. 

Eric Thigpen  Principal, South Gwinnett High

• 52 GCPS seniors have been named National Merit Scholor semifinalists by the 
National Merit Scholarship Corporation. 

• GCPS TV earned Bronze Awards for “Celebrating Excellence” and for “e  CLASS: 
The Classroom of the Future,” both in the Non-Broadcast Productions —Education 
Category— in the 33rd Annual Telly Awards.

• Language students from Brookwood High and North Gwinnet High earned all-
expenses-paid summer travel trips to France and Mexico.

• The Collins Hill High Girls 2011–12 Swim and Dive team was recognized with 
the National Interscholastic Swimming Coaches Association (NISCA) Scholar Team 
Silver Award for earning a combined average GPA of 3.628. The NISCA Scholar 
Team Award recognizes teams achieving academic excellence.

• Collins Hill High media specialist Holly Frilot has been named District Library 
Media specialist of the Year for the Metro District and will advance to state. 

• South Gwinnett High entrepreneurs and the City of Snellville were honored with a 
Create Community Award, sponsored by Atlanta Regional Commission. The award 
recognized the South Gwinnett High Entrepreneurship Alliance. 

• Through the “Drive For Perfection” program, Nash Chevrolet made donations to 
Brookwood High ($4,050) and Grayson High ($2,000). 

• Three GCPS leaders —Jorge Gomez, executive director for administration and 
policy in the CEO/Superintendent’s Office; Jennifer Fero, assistant principal 
for Grayson High Technical Education Program; and Jennifer Dunn, teacher at 
Pharr Elementary— have been selected to participate in the Gwinnett Chamber of 
Commerce 2012–13 Leadership Gwinnett Program.

• Seventeen central office administrators have been selected for the inaugural class 
of GCPS’ District Leader Program. In addition, 18 GCPS local school assistant 
principals have been selected for Cohort 7 of the school district’s Quality-Plus 
Leader Academy, Aspiring Principal Program. 
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