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Spotlighting Black History Month in Gwinnett schools        
 
     Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) recognizes and celebrates the diverse 

backgrounds of all students throughout the school year. During the month of February, 

GCPS joins the rest of the nation as it celebrates Black History Month. In addition to 

the study of key African American figures embedded in the GCPS curriculum, many 

Gwinnett schools organize activities to celebrate and learn about Black history during 

this month of national focus. The following is a sampling of some of the events 

planned: 

 

Annistown Elementary –February 20-23.  

     Annnistown Elementary welcomes parents and guests on Thursday, February 22 at 

7:00 p.m., for an evening of choral readings of famous African Americans and a 

display of the school’s wax museum. The museum highlights Annistown Elementary 

second graders dressed as their favorite famous African Americans. During that week, 

the entire school also participates in a Black History Q&A  presented by the principal. 

Students and staff are invited to dress in clothes representing their heritage on February 

21.  

 

Beaver Ridge Elementary –February 27, 5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.  

     Beaver Ridge Elementary welcomes parents and community members to a night of 

academics and activities in honor of Black History Month. Guests can enjoy food while 

at the same time contributing to the school’s PTA fundraising efforts. A group of fifth 

grade students will perform key moments in history dressed as Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr., Rosa Parks, and other significant history makers. One student will read the 

winning-essay written as part of a regional competition.  
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G.H. Hopkins Elementary –Entire month of February. 

     Each day of the month, a different G.H. Hopkins Elementary staff member will 

dress as a significant African American historical figure, for students to guess who they 

are and learn about the contributions they’ve made to history. Earlier in the month, the 

school’s second annual Black History Museum in the school’s media center opened 

from February 5-15. The museum featured student-created artifacts to honor the 

accomplishments of Black Americans. G.H. Hopkins Elementary students added a live 

portion to the museum. Several fifth graders researched and rehearsed to play African 

Americans who have played a significant role in history.  

 

Kanoheda Elementary –February 21-23 

     Kanoheda Elementary parents and guests can view the “Black History Wall of 

Fame,” a display of student projects. On February 22, the Kanoheda community will 

enjoy a performance by the “Manga African Dance Troope” in the school’s cafeteria 

from 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. The staff and students are invited to dress as important 

figures who have contributed to history. A variety of dishes will be served that same 

day in the cafeteria for guests to enjoy. 

 

Peachtree Elementary –March 2, 5:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 

     The third annual African American History Museum will be held in the media  

center of Peachtree Elementary. “Black History, Celebrating a Rich Heritage” is open 

to all students and their families. On display will be examples of inventions brought to 

us by African Americans, including  inventions including Garrett A. Morgan’s traffic 

light , and Sarah Boone’s ironing board. There will be a visual timeline from Imotep, 

who has been called the father of medicine, to today’s genius in science and 

technology, Henry Sampson, who helped invent the cell phone. After touring the 

museum, guests will be entertained in the cafeteria with choral and dance presentations 

and recitations from famous African Americans. 
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Lilburn Middle –February 21, 7:00 p.m. 

     Lilburn Middle sponsors “The Quest… The Journey of a People,” a performance 

that brings together the talent of several Gwinnett schools under one roof. Students 

from Louise Radloff Middle’s drama department, Meadowcreek High’s gospel choir, 

and Parkview High’s dance company, will join Lilburn Middle at the Meadowcreek 

High auditorium at 7:00 p.m. The student-production is free to the public. Lilburn 

Middle students have put together the story told by poetry, dance, music, and drama. 

 

Shiloh Middle –Entire month of February. 

     During the month of February, Shiloh Middle students are participating in the “Who 

am I?” contest. The daily contest takes place during the school’s morning 

announcements, testing students’ knowledge of African Americans who have 

contributed to history. Each day, students submit their answers and the winner is 

announced the next day.   

 

     Representatives of the media interested in visiting one of these schools on the day of 

the event, should notify the Department of Communication and Media Relations at 

678-301-6020.  
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