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Gwinnett 8th Graders Post High Passing Rates
on Georgia Writing Assessment/Gateway
Gwinnett County Public Schools’ (GCPS) 8th graders posted passing rates
on the Georgia Writing Assessment/Gateway surpassing local scores from
last year, as well as this year’s state scores. This test serves as a Gateway
assessment for local students, requiring Gwinnett students to “meet” or
“exceed” state standards. In addition, 8th graders must pass five of their six
courses-- including language arts and math-- and must meet state standards
on the CRCT to earn promotion to 9th grade.

Grade 8 Writing Assessment/Gateway
More than 11,750 Gwinnett 8th graders took the state writing test, achieving
a mean scale of 221, compared to Gwinnett’s scale score of 211 last year.
Across Georgia, 119,716 students were tested, scoring a mean score of 212
for January 2008 compared to 207 in January 2007.

On the 8th grade writing test, Gwinnett’s passing rate increased
significantly from 73 percent in 2007 to 87 percent in 2008. The school
district is especially pleased with the increase in the percentage of Gwinnett
8th graders scoring in the “Exceeds” performance level.
- 12 percent scored in the “Exceeds” range this year, compared to
6 percent in 2007.
- 75 percent scored in the “Meets” range, compared to 67 percent last
year.
- 12 percent scored in the “Does Not Meet” range, compared to
27 percent in 2007.

-- More--

The 8th grade students who did not pass the first administration of the
writing tests were notified this month. Students who did not pass this first
administration, but who are required to pass to earn promotion, will have
the opportunity to receive extra help in preparation for a May retest. The
results from the retest will be available prior to the beginning of summer
school. If a student is not successful on the retest, he or she could attend
summer school to improve their writing skills in preparation for another
retest at the end of summer school.

The 8th grade state writing assessment measures a student’s ability to
communicate in writing using an assigned prompt. The genres assessed in
8th grade are expository or persuasive writing. Students must demonstrate
development of the topic; good organization of their ideas; use of language
and vocabulary to engage the reader; and proper sentence structure,
grammar, and mechanics. The skills reflected in the content of the test are
included in the GCPS Academic Knowledge and Skills curriculum.
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See attached charts: Grade 8 Writing Results 2008 (January Administration).

