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Peachtree Elementary earns IB status authorization   
 

     Students who attend Peachtree Elementary in Gwinnett County Public 

Schools’ Norcross Cluster will have the opportunity to receive an International 

Baccalaureate (IB) education throughout their school career as the elementary school 

was authorized as an International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme school 

in May of 2010. The school joins the middle schools and high school in the Norcross 

Cluster in providing the IB program to students. 

     The IB Primary Years Programme (PYP) is the official curriculum framework of 

the International Baccalaureate Organization. The PYP focuses on the development 

of the whole child as an inquirer, encouraging students to ask questions to make 

sense of their learning. The GCPS Academic Knowledge and Skills (AKS) 

curriculum is organized within the six IB transdisciplinary units for each grade level. 

These units help students link content knowledge to their prior knowledge and to 

their lives and the world around them. Summative assessments at the end of each unit 

invite students to extend their learning by putting it into action. 

     By becoming an authorized IB school, Peachtree Elementary will provide its 

students the opportunity to participate in the full IB continuum as they continue their 

education at Pinckneyville Middle’s IB Middle Years Programme, and in Norcross 

High’s IB Diploma Programme. Summerour Middle, also in the Norcross Cluster, 

offers the IB Middle Years Programme. 

     Peachtree Elementary’s authorization process was an extensive one which began 

two years ago with submission of an application requesting candidacy status. The 

next step consisted of the development of units of inquiry and preparation of another 

application which was submitted in May 2009. The final step consisted of a two-day 

visit by an authorizing team in December 2009. Based on the authorization visit, the 

school was awarded authorization status from the International Baccalaureate 

Organization on May 27, 2010. 

 

--30-- 


