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Advisement program expands to keep Gwinnett high school students on 
track toward graduation 
 
     Gwinnett high school students will have additional guidance come the new school year. 

Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) is adding a graduation specialist to each of 17 high 

schools in the system. The move comes after the state legislature approved the governor’s 

recommendation last spring to create this new position for Georgia high schools. 

      As a proactive approach to increasing high school completion rates, GCPS is expanding 

this initiative. In Gwinnett, graduation specialists will focus on supporting and encouraging 

students to stay on track toward their high school diploma. Additionally, they will facilitate 

local school advisement programs, which pair every student with an advisor. This caring adult 

may be a teacher or other staff member who provides follow-up on guidance counseling 

sessions and is available to talk to the student about school issues, such as grades, attendance, 

and scheduling.  

     The graduation specialists will focus primarily on support for 9th graders, working to 

ensure a strong academic start for students during their first year of high school. Additionally, 

the graduation specialists will work with middle schools within their clusters to help students 

make good choices during their middle school years and as they make the transition to high 

school. As a result, rising 9th graders will be more familiar with the advisement program, 

graduation requirements, and high school expectations. 

     “The addition of graduation specialists at our high schools aligns local school and system 

resources and further opens lines of communication between students and staff,” says Linda 

M. Mitchell, executive director for Student Accountability, Assessment and Advisement. 

“We feel this is a sound approach to ensuring that students get off to a good start and continue 

to succeed throughout their high school experience. Having a graduation specialist at each 

high school who focuses on student learning will help students reach their goal of earning a 

Gwinnett County diploma.” 

     GCPS requires its graduation specialists to meet higher requirements and standards than 

originally outlined by the state. In Gwinnett, each graduation specialist is a certified 

counselor, who holds a master’s degree or higher. With this additional training and 

experience, Gwinnett’s graduation specialists will be better positioned to encourage academic 

excellence, remove barriers to learning, and help students make good choices on the way to 

earning a high school diploma. 
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