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14 Gwinnett schools recognized as “Distinguished Schools”     
 

     Fourteen Gwinnett schools have earned a spot on Georgia’s list of “Title I 

Distinguished Schools.” Many of Gwinnett’s honored elementary schools will 

receive monetary awards from the state department of education as recognition of 

incentive to continue their work in improving student achievement. 

     Title I schools have a high percentage of students receiving Free or Reduced 

Lunch. A Title I school earns the title “Distinguished” for making Adequate Yearly 

Progress (AYP) under No Child Left Behind for three or more consecutive years. 

This year, Gwinnett’s number of Title I Distinguished Schools increased, evidence of 

the school system’s ongoing commitment to helping all students learn.  

     According to Carol Grady, GCPS director of federal and special programs this 

honor testifies to the hard work and success of Gwinnett’s Title I schools. She 

explains, “These schools have surpassed state standards by meeting AYP, not just for 

one year, but for three, four, and even in some cases five years in a row.  They are 

doing an outstanding job in the area of teaching and learning, with their students 

meeting expectations as standards are consistently being raised. These outstanding 

schools are keenly focused on student achievement, developing comprehensive plans 

and ensuring their highly qualified teachers are using the best educational strategies 

to meet the needs of all students.” 

     As first-year Title I Distinguished Schools, five of the 14 Gwinnett elementary 

schools recognized will receive a certificate. The other nine schools have 

demonstrated a history of achievement, qualifying them for a monetary award. In 

Gwinnett, the awards range from $525 to over $4,000. These funds are to be used for 

an educational purpose, such as implementation of special schoolwide or district-

wide projects or the purchase of instructional resources and supplies. 
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Gwinnett’s Title I Distinguished Schools 
School Award Number of consecutive 

years making AYP 

J.A. Alford Elementary  Certificate Three 

Corley Elementary Certificate Three 

Meadowcreek Elementary Certificate Three 

Rebecca Minor 

Elementary 

Certificate Three 

Rockbridge Elementary Certificate Three 

   

Annistown Elementary $800 Five 

Bethesda Elementary $525 Four 

Cedar Hill Elementary $525 Four 

G. H. Hopkins Elementary $4,434 Five 

Kanoheda Elementary $4,434 Five 

Lilburn Elementary $1,182 Four 

Nesbit Elementary $1,182 Four 

Norcross Elementary $1,182 Four 

Peachtree Elementary $525 Four 
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