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GCPS names its 2008 Teacher of the Year: 
Mandy Collins of McKendree Elementary        
 
 
     Mandy Collins, a Gifted Program Teacher at McKendree Elementary, has earned 

the title of 2008 Gwinnett County Teacher of the Year (TOTY). The announcement 

was made at an annual banquet on November 1 at the Gwinnett Center, which 

celebrates all of the school system’s local school winners. 

     Also honored that night were Martha Brick of Five Forks Middle, selected as the 

county’s Middle School Teacher of the Year, and Greg Field of Grayson High, who 

earned the county’s High School Teacher of the Year title.  

     Before being named the county winner, Mrs. Collins was honored as the school 

system’s Elementary School Teacher of the Year. She was chosen from a field of 105 

local school nominees, which had been narrowed to six finalists through a two-phase 

selection process. The other three finalists were Mitzi Ethridge of Margaret Winn 

Holt Elementary, Doug Callahan of Glenn C. Jones Middle, and Joey Nunn of 

Frank N. Osborne Middle. 

--- 
 

GWINNETT COUNTY TEACHER OF THE YEAR AND   

ELEMENTARY TEACHER  OF THE YEAR 

Mandy Collins – Gifted Program Teacher, McKendree Elementary 

     A world-class educator, Mandy Collins started her teaching career half-way around 

the world in Bristol, England. Although she is now teaching in the United States, she 

lives by the words of the famous English magical nanny, Mary Poppins. “In every job 

that must be done there is an element of fun; you find the fun and SNAP the job’s a 

game. Every task you undertake becomes a piece of cake!” In other words, if you walk 

into Mrs. Collins classroom, you will hear joyous laughter. Her reason for using humor 

in the classroom is simple. “If there is laughter, there is learning.” she explains. 

Laughter and humor is a full brain experience. Literally.”  

     A firm believer of this philosophy, she further explains how humor is at the core of 

her teaching philosophy “to see the humor in things, your brain must literally rifle 

through mental files on language, syntax, and social practices. Our brain delights in the 

surprising logic of a joke and the actual act of laughing sends a rush of dopamine 

through our chuckling neurotransmitters.” 

--More-- 



     While laughter is at the center of Mrs. Collins’ teaching style, she knows that 

educating Gwinnett children is serious business. With a growing diverse student 

population in Gwinnett County, Mrs. Collins is well aware of the Quality-Plus 

Teaching Strategies she implements to make sure that all children are learning. 

Educating children can be challenging. But Mrs. Collins, a fourth-generation public 

school teacher, is the master at finding that special way to connect with each and every 

child as she helps them learn. “It begins with truly knowing and embracing the learning 

strengths, interests, and personalities of each child that you teach.” she says. “I know 

that the achievement of my students is greater when there is a personal connection 

created.” 

     Just how does she know each and every child is learning? In addition to state and 

school system assessments that measure what and how Gwinnett children are learning, 

Mrs. Collins brought to McKendree Elementary a student self-assessment program. 

Each student keeps his or her own portfolio of the work they are completing 

throughout the school year. At the end of that year, Mrs. Collins and her students 

assess their favorite subjects, the information that most impacted them personally, and 

their greatest accomplishments. The students then plan a finale, where they become the 

teachers and present key questions and learning to their parents. It’s become an annual 

project that still impresses this veteran educator. “Not only was I impressed by their 

knowledge.” she expresses. “But the confidence they display was simply astounding. 

This type of reflection and goal-setting is essential in creating our community’s future 

leaders.” 

     The passion that she exhibits in the classroom is also evident in her involvement in 

her school community. Mrs. Collins is passionate about environmental education, 

which is why she donates her time to the Gwinnett Clean & Beautiful Education 

Steering Committee. Through this committee, she has been able to assist GCPS 

teachers with various resources only available through Gwinnett Clean and Beautiful to 

teach students about the benefits of conservation, waste management and litter 

prevention. Under Mrs. Collins’ leadership, McKendree Elementary students and 

teachers have implemented a successful recycling program, air quality initiatives, and 

several beautification projects. 

     Mandy Collins has taught for more than two decades. She joined Gwinnett County 

Public Schools and McKendree Elementary in August of 1998 as a fourth grade 

teacher. She has been a gifted program teacher for grades K-5 since 2001.  
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MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

Martha Brick – 8th Grade Science and Mathematics Teacher, Five Forks Middle  

     By day, she handles Petri dishes, test tubes and formulas. By night, she breaks 

bricks and wooden boards. This is Martha Brick, a science and mathematics teacher at 

Five Forks Middle, who also teaches Tae Kwon Do and self defense to women and 

children. While both jobs are quite different, they share an important aspect … a love 

for teaching. 

     That love for teaching started at a very young age for Ms. Brick. Using humor to 

describe her desire to become a teacher, she explains “While the words, ‘You are just 

like your mother!’ cause many women to cringe with embarrassment, hearing those 

same words causes me to beam with pride.” That’s because Martha Brick decided to 

follow in the footsteps of her mother, a 1973 National Social Studies Teacher of the 

Year. More than 30 years later, the daughter of that nationally-recognized educator has 

earned the title of 2008 Gwinnett Middle School Teacher of the Year. 

     Ms. Bricks’ desire is to develop in her students a passion for learning about 

mathematics and science. As a science teacher, she does so by sharing with her 

students a deeper understanding and appreciation of the role that science plays in every 

day life. She develops her science lessons so that students can connect the concepts 

learned in the classroom to the world in which we live. A perfect example of that is a 

recent activity she incorporated to study weathering, erosion, and deposition. In this 

assessment project, students were required to demonstrate their knowledge of 

Gwinnett’s Academic Knowledge and Skills (AKS) curriculum by researching 

examples of the gradual processes that shape the Earth’s surface. 

     For Ms. Brick, teaching is a rewarding career. “The overflowing file of notes and 

letters I have from current and former students and their parents is testimony to my 

ability to inspire and genuine love of science in many of my students,” she explains. 

“Some of my proudest moments as a teacher have come from former students returning 

to let me know they are pursuing a career in the field of science and medicine.” But she 

adds perhaps the best compliment she has received was the phone call from one of her 

former students letting her know she was studying to become a science teacher.  

     Martha Brick has had that effect on Five Forks Middle students since 1993. She 

started her teaching career with Gwinnett County Public Schools at Annistown 

Elementary (1987-1988). From 1989 to 1993 she taught at Tilson Elementary. That 

year, she returned to Gwinnett at Five Forks Middle as a science and mathematics 

teacher where she has taught ever since.  
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     In addition to teaching middle schoolers, Mrs. Brick also enjoys teaching adult 

students, in the classroom and in the community. When she is not at school, this Tae 

Kwon Do black-belt instructor teaches martial arts and self defense to women and 

children.  

--- 

HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

Greg Field, Advanced Placement Calculus Teacher, Grayson High  

     This year’s High School Teacher of the Year says he tried running away from the 

calling of becoming a teacher not once, but twice. But although he didn’t know it then, 

he was destined to enter the education field.  

     After two years in corporate America, Mr. Field joined the Peace Corps in search of 

what he was destined to do. It turned out he would accept a job on the other side of the 

world as a teacher in a small Kenyan village. After four years of doing what he tried to 

run away from, he says “I knew I had found a home. Not a physical home in which to 

reside, but a professional home in which to make a difference. When I look back, that 

is all I ever wanted to do; make a positive difference in the lives of the youth.” 

     A difference is exactly what Greg Field has accomplished at Grayson High, where 

he teaches Advanced Placement Calculus. Since joining the high school in 2004, the 

number of students enrolled in his classes continue to increase. “Math can be learned” 

he says, using fun, humor and enthusiasm to facilitate the learning of math. A 

dedicated teacher to his students’ needs, Mr. Field uses technology, Quality-Plus 

Teaching Strategies, and his free time to explain mathematics to his students. “If the 

child wants to learn, I am here for him or her.” 

     His passion to help all his students succeed also means planning his lessons and 

teaching strategies with his colleagues. In addition to being known as a leader during 

math department meetings, this teacher’s murder-mystery annual project also has 

caused quite a buzz for teaching his students valuable lessons beyond calculus. 

“Problem-solving is not unique to math” he explains. “Getting students to solve 

problems is a cross-curricular goal. This skill, when applied outside the classroom, 

promotes lifelong independent student learning.” 

     Mr. Field holds a bachelor’s degree in Mathematics from the University of Notre 

Dame, and a master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction from Wichita State 

University. 
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As Gwinnett’s Teacher of the Year, Mrs. Collins will receive an additional $1,000 

in her annual contract for as long as she teaches in Gwinnett County Public Schools. 

The two level winners for middle and high school each will have $750 added to their 

annual contracts as long as they remain GCPS teachers. The other three finalists 

received a one-time award of $500, and each local school winner received a one-time 

award of $200. 

--- 

 

Mrs. Collins will represent the county in state competition.  

        This year’s corporate sponsors of the Gwinnett County Teacher of the Year 

competition and banquet are Coca-Cola Enterprises, Georgia Power, Mellon Global 

Security Services , Hayes Chrysler Dodge Jeep, Gwinnett Federal Credit Union, 

Lifetouch Photography, IBM, Herff Jones, and AIG VALIC. 
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