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GCPS SCENE

Message from the CEO/Superintendent to Parents

 This past month, we all have watched the news coverage about the incident 
in Connecticut with disbelief and great sadness. It was a senseless, tragic act that 
has touched the nation. Obviously, this incident has elevated the focus on safety and 
security at and around schools for all of us. While I know there may be uncertainties 
and concerns, you can be certain of one thing… In Gwinnett County Public Schools, 
safety is one of our top priorities as we know that a safe environment is essential to 
student learning. 
 Our school district takes a disciplined, proactive approach to ensure a safe learning 
environment for our students. We have clear expectations for student behavior, and 
strategies for stopping conflicts or preventing trouble before it occurs. Crisis management 
plans are in place and teams are trained to respond. These plans are written specifically 
for each building and campus and are reviewed and revised, as needed, each year. Our 
School Resource Officers (SROs) help educate students, staff, and parents about safety 
issues, while also protecting them and preventing inappropriate behavior on campuses. 
The SROs are veteran police officers and GCPS is one of only two school systems in the 
state whose school police program has earned certification. We partner with local law 
enforcement, the juvenile courts, the district attorney’s office, and emergency-response 
agencies to implement common-sense safety measures and responses. 
 I am sure our schools have shared much of this information with you; however, I 
don’t think we can talk about safety too much. Every day, you send your children to the 
schools in our community. We do not take the fact that you have entrusted us with your 
children for granted. We know that our School Board, parents, and community expect 
our schools to be safe. This is a commitment we all share, and I thank you for working 
with us to create and maintain a safe, positive learning environment for students.

J. Alvin Wilbanks, CEO/Superintendent

 The 2013-14 school year calendar is now set. For the first time in recent memory, 
a Wednesday— Aug. 7, 2013— will be the first day of school, with Wednesday, 
May 21, 2014, set for the last day of the school year. Those dates and the rest of the 
2013–14 calendar dates are now available on the GCPS website.

 Georgia is the only state in the nation to make year-to-year gains on the 
administration of major national tests, including the SAT, ACT, and other 
standardized tests. One-year growth on the SAT, ACT, Advanced Placement (AP), 
and the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) in math, reading, and 
science shows Georgia is the only state in the country to make gains on the most 
recent administration of each of these national tests. The fact that Gwinnett educates 
one out of every 10 schoolchildren in the state underscores the significant impact felt 
statewide as GCPS pursues continuous improvement in the classroom. Review Georgia’s 
achievement compared to that of states across the nation on the system website. 
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Gwinnett County Public Schools… From First-Class to World-Class
Visit the GCPS Website— www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us— to sign up for E–News, GCPS’ e-Newsletter. 

 Anthony Smith Duluth High, principal

 Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) engages in a five-month budget 
process that involves citizens and educators. In coming weeks, the district will review 
anticipated revenue and expected expenses to develop the budget for review. Prior to the 
adoption of the budget, the school system will hold numerous public hearings to engage 
parents, educators, and community members. The Superintendent’s recommended budget 
will go to the Board in April. The Board will consider the budget in two work sessions in 
April. Copies of the recommended budget will be available for review on April 22. Two 
public hearings are set for May 9 and May 16, with final budget adoption expected 
May 16. Typically, the Board adopts the millage rate in June. 

 Registration deadlines for the 2013–14 school year are approaching for Gwinnett’s 
charter schools and tech ed program sign-ups. Gwinnett School of Mathematics, 
Science, and Technology has a Feb. 1 deadline for rising 9th graders only. Gwinnett 
Online Campus will register rising 4th–12th graders Feb. 1–28. New Life Academy of 
Excellence will register rising kindergartners, through Jan. 11. Maxwell High School 
of Technology registration begins Feb. 1, with an open house Feb. 21. Grayson High 
Technical Education Program registration starts Feb. 1, with an open house Feb. 7.

 The 2013 Gwinnett Regional Science & Engineering Fair will take place on 
February 22, 2013, at the Gwinnett Center, beginning at 9 a.m. An open house 
begins at 3:30 p.m. and the event concludes with an awards ceremony at 7:30 p.m. Join 
us as we celebrate science and engineering in our community and be a part of inspiring 
the next generation of leaders in Gwinnett County. Call 678-301-7036 or visit the 
Science Fair website — www.gwinnettsciencefair.com— for more information or to sign 
up to support the 2013 Science and Engineering Fair as a sponsor or judge.

Jan. 17 School Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Instructional Support Center 
Jan. 20 United Ebony Society of Gwinnett, Martin Luther King Jr., Celebration, 

3:30 p.m., Meadowcreek High theater
Jan. 21 Martin Luther King Jr., Day (systemwide holiday)

• Dr. Jackie Ellet of Duncan Creek Elementary has been named Southeastern Art 
Educator of the Year by the National Art Education Association.

• Brookwood High’s Science Olympiad Team placed 1st in 18 events and 2nd in 12 
events at the Shady Valley Invitational Science Olympiad Tournament. 

• 20 Gwinnett student artists are semifinalists in the DREAM@50 Art Competition and 
will represent GCPS in the next level of competition.

• The Georgia Athletic Directors Association has named Lanier High Activities Director 
Billy Wells as Region 8-AAAAAA Athletics Director of the Year and Norcross High 
Activities Director Kirk Barton as Region 7-AAAAAA Athletics Director of the Year.

• A Berkmar Middle student was honored by Georgia Tech’s Women’s Basketball team 
for reading nearly 10,000 pages during the annual “Jacket 2 Jacket” reading program.

• 53 Gwinnett educators have been selected for Cohort 4 of GCPS’s Aspiring Leader 
Program. 

• Sweetwater Middle Players had the opportunity to produce Disney’s “Beauty and the 
Beast, Jr.” with a grant from iTheatrics of New York. The grant also funded participation 
in the upcoming Junior Theater Festival for the school’s advanced theater students.
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