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Gwinnett students learn about public service through  
districtwide “Great Days of Service” project    

 
     This week, Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) students are putting their 

civic duty and public service lessons into action by participating in a districtwide 

“Great Days of Service” project, in partnership with the Gwinnett Coalition for 

Health and Human Services, a non-profit association which addresses the needs of 

Gwinnett County residents. Using the motto “We believe in the power of people 

helping people,” 95 Gwinnett schools have answered the call for help by joining 

the non-profit’s annual volunteer initiative. The annual Great Days of Service 

event takes place October 3-4, 2008. 

     Since Monday, September 29, schools and offices have been involved 

collecting donations such as canned food items; hygiene products such as 

toothpaste, soap, and shampoo; socks; old glasses; and other items that local 

shelters will use to help those in need. The district’s initiative comes to a close 

Friday, October 3, 2008, at which time volunteers will pick up donations from all 

local schools. 

     “I applaud our students, faculty, and staff, for their efforts in making a 

difference in our community,” says CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin Wilbanks. “This 

initiative is the perfect example of how we teach K-12 students what public service 

is all about. All of these items are going back to help the citizens of Gwinnett 

County.” 

     The collection of donated items comes at a time when our area needs it the 

most, according to the Gwinnett Coalition for Health and Human Services. Nicole 

Love, the coalition’s associate director, explains “Due to the declining economy, 

families are losing jobs, being forced into foreclosure, and sometimes ending up on 

our streets. We are seeing record numbers of families needing assistance for 

services such as healthcare, shelter and food. As the demand increases and more 

people are seeking resources to support their families, it impacts the supply.”  
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     The donated items collected by GCPS students and employees will be delivered 

to shelters and agencies in Gwinnett County. Volunteers will visit local schools 

throughout the day on Friday, October 3, as they pick up the donations.  

 

For more information about Great Days of Service, please contact Nicole Love, 

associate director of the Gwinnett Coalition for Health and Human Services, 

 by calling 770-995-3339 

 

     News media representatives interested in visiting a GCPS school on the day 

volunteers pick up the donations, should coordinate with the Department of 

Communication and Media Relations by calling 678-301-6020. 
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