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GCPS SCENE

 Gwinnett County Public Schools’ average passing rate rose on the Georgia 
Grade 8 Writing Assessment— up to 94% compared to 93% in 2012. On the 
state assessment, which is used as a Gateway test for promotion in Gwinnett, 15% of 
Gwinnett students scored in the “Exceeds Standards” performance level compared to 6% 
statewide. In addition, a lower percentage of Gwinnett students scored in the “Does Not 
Meet Standards” range this year compared to 2012. This year, 6% of Gwinnett test-takers 
scored in the “Does Not Meet” performance level compared to 18% statewide.

 The district’s conservative approach to budgeting has helped balance budgets in 
the past and has positioned GCPS well for the current budget season. While there are 
still challenges— a continued decline in local tax revenue, growth in student enrollment, 
and increases in employee benefit costs— an increase in state funding means that the 
district will most likely be able to balance its budget by continuing the cost-saving 
measures already in place. CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin Wilbanks is recommending 
two improvement items— elimination of staff furlough days and the addition of more 
School Resource Officers. When it comes to the budget, GCPS always has lived within 
its means, presenting a balanced budget and keeping spending within that budget. Visit 
the website to learn more about the budget recommendations. 
 
 The Gwinnett County Board of Education approved the recommendations of the 
GEMS Oversight Committee. The school district’s Academic Knowledge and Skills 
(AKS) curriculum is fully aligned to the state’s Common Core Georgia Performance 
Standards (CCGPS), an alignment that will ensure Gwinnett students continue to be 
college- and career-ready.

 GCPS has been named Georgia’s Green Ribbon School District for efforts to 
design, build, maintain, and operate energy efficient schools. Georgia’s largest school 
district, with 125 ENERGY STAR-certified schools, was one of two honorees selected to 
represent the state during the upcoming national competition of Green Ribbon schools 
and districts. 

 Registration is ongoing for high school students who want to attend summer 
school to make up a class or to get ahead, including rising 9th graders who may take 
designated classes. High school summer school registration runs through June 3. Check 
online to learn more.

April 8–12 Spring Break, (Schools closed)
April 12 Spring Holiday, all GCPS locations closed
April 16 District V, Area Board Meeting, Meadowcreek High
April 18 School Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Instructional Support Center, (ISC)
May 2  Kindergarten Registration at local schools
May 16 School Board meeting, 7 p.m., ISC
May 20–22 Early release for high school exams
May 22 Last day of school
Online, find a complete schedule of high school graduations, set for May 20–25.
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http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/49974F337A6E7C9185257B390049DC17/$file/GCPS-8th-graders-improve-already-high-scores-on-2013-writing-test-3-25-2013.pdf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/640B063707DD44C785257B3A0064CCCE/$file/FY14_Supt_Recommended_Budget.pdf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/70F1809A4EB3ED7485257B3200633629/$file/GCPS-named-a-Green-Ribbon-school-district-3-18-2013.pdf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/pages/SummerSchool2013
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/pages/SummerSchool2013
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/pages/2013GraduationSchedule


•	 A North Gwinnett High art student earned a 1st place Junior Platinum Award in the 
SCAD 2D Challenge, which includes an $1,100 scholarship. 

•	 A student from North Gwinnett High won the 2013 National Trumpet Competition. 
•	 A Brookwood High student was named the 2013 National Varsity Orienteering Champion.
•	 Of the more than 60 science projects representing GCPS at the State Science Fair, 

four projects submitted by students from Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science, 
and Technology (GSMST), Mill Creek, Mountain View and Parkview high schools 
qualified for international competition.  

•	 GCPS again has been named one of the Best Communities for Music Education in the 
U.S. by the National Association of Music Merchants (NAMM). 

•	 Winn Holt Elementary Teacher Tracey Rivers has been selected to attend the 2013 
Mickelson ExxonMobil Teachers Academy for math and science teachers. 

•	 12 Gwinnett students are winners in the national Scholastic Art Awards competition. 
•	 A Brookwood High student earned a trip to Costa Rica from the Spanish Honor Society.
•	 Three North Gwinnett High students and a Trickum Middle student were recognized by 

the Istanbul Center in an Art and Essay contest, winning the opportunity to travel to Turkey.
•	 Seventeen GCPS students earned national welding certification through Maxwell High 

School of Technology’s certified training center. 
•	 Gwinnett County Public Schools has 96 students participating in this year’s Georgia 

Governor’s Honors Program.
•	 A GSMST student has been named concertmaster for the 2013 All-State Orchestra.
•	 Teams from Brookwood High and GSMST won 1st and 2nd place, respectively, in the 

state Science Olympiad, advancing to national competition.
•	 The Mountain View High WorldQuest Team won 1st place in state and moves to 

national competition in Washington, D.C.
•	 A GSMST student won 1st place in the Georgia Junior Science and Humanities 

Symposium, and a $2,000 scholarship. He will compete nationally.
•	 Parkview High’s TSA Chapter has been named the #2 chapter in the state. In addition 

to this honor, GCPS had six 1st place state TSA winners, who will advance to national 
competition; and nine 2nd place state winners. 

•	 The Mountain View High DECA Club earned School-Based Enterprise Gold 
Certification, and 14 GCPS students won 1st and 2nd place in state DECA competition 
and will advance to national competition.

•	 Ten students from Grayson High Technical Education Program won 1st or 2nd place 
in the HOSA state competition, qualifying for national competition. 

•	 The varsity team from GSMST won the Division 3A State Scholars Bowl.
•	 The South Gwinnett High Robotics Team won the 2012–13 Motivate Award during 

state competition, and team advisor Doris Bonaby won the 2012–13 Compass Award. 
•	 Chattahoochee Elementary has been selected to participate in a cultural exchange with South 

Korean educators as part of a program sponsored by the Georgia Department of Education. 
•	 Janet Blouin of Brookwood High has been named Region 11 Advisor of the Year by 

Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA). Samantha Sinclair of Archer High has been 
named FBLA New Advisor of the Year.

•	 A Berkmar High student was named GCPS’ 2013 Technical Education Student of the 
Year. A Brookwood High student won 2nd place, and a Meadowcreek High student 
earned 3rd place. 

•	 Several transportation professionals recently were honored. Trish Wall from the Collins 
Hill Cluster is 2013 Regular Education Bus Manager of the Year. Jerry Howard, who 
serves in the Archer, Brookwood, and Grayson clusters, is 2013 Special Education 
Bus Manager of the Year. Laura Connell, who serves Taylor Elementary and Central 
Gwinnett High students, is 2013 Special Education Bus Monitor of the Year.
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Gwinnett County Public Schools… From First-Class to World-Class
Visit the GCPS Website— www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us— to sign up for E–News, GCPS’ e-Newsletter. 
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Gwinnett Online 
Campus reopens 
registration for 

grades 4–12 from 
April 15 to May 3.

Gwinnett Online 
Campus (GOC), 

Gwinnett’s full-time 
online learning 

option, has reopened 
registration for the 
2013–14 school 
year for students 
in grades 4–12. 

GOC is a diploma-
granting charter 

school. GOC, which 
began as a high 

school, expanded to 
include middle school 
students in 2012–13, 
and will add grades 
4 and 5 in 2013–14. 
Learn more online.


