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Rebecca Minor Elementary earns  
third outdoor classroom certification        
 
     Students at Rebecca Minor Elementary in Gwinnett County now have additional 

help with learning the Academic Knowledge and Skills (AKS) curriculum. In addition 

to their teachers, textbooks, and technology, students will now learn with the help of … 

butterflies. The school recently earned its third outdoor classroom certification, the 

“Pollinator Habitat Certification” from Monarchs Across Georgia, a scientific 

educational program. 

     Rebecca Minor’s outdoor classrooms provide hands-on learning opportunities for all of 

its students, in all grade levels, in a variety of subjects. From observing a hummingbird 

migration and drawing what they saw, to conducting water quality testing in the stream, 

the students have an opportunity to learn with mother nature’s help.   

     The “Pollinator Habitat Certification” is the third for the school. The National 

Wildlife Federation (NWF) first certified Rebecca Minor Elementary as a schoolyard 

habitat in 1993, when the school first created its wildlife habitat, also known to the 

students as the nature trail. Earlier this school year, the NWF certified the school’s 

butterfly garden as a wildlife habitat.  

     As part of the process to create and earn certification on the butterfly garden, the 

students researched plants that would grow well and entice butterflies and other 

wildlife. They learned about larval and host plants, as well as invasive plants. 

Community members, known for their expertise in wildlife, visited the school to help 

the students with their research, while others donated plants and tools. 

     Rebecca Minor Elementary is an EIC model school. EIC model schools use the 

Environment (E) as an Integrating (I) Context (C) for improving student learning. By 

implementing the EIC model, Minor Elementary is working to help its students master 

the AKS in different subjects. The EIC model has shown to increase tests results and 

enthusiasm for learning. 

      Media representatives interested in visiting Rebecca Minor Elementary School’s 

outdoor classrooms should coordinate with the Department of Communication and 

Media Relations.  
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