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Citizens invited 
to Area Board 
Meetings

Budget update  Each spring Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) develops and adopts its 
budget for the next fiscal year. For more information on how GCPS will balance the 
budget, the challenges it faces, and upcoming budget dates, visit the system website. 

 During March and April, the Gwinnett County Board of Education goes on the 
road, meeting once in each Board member’s district to share information with the 
public. Citizens may attend any of the five meetings. Area Board Meetings begin at 7 p.m. 
in the host school’s theater, with refreshments served at 6:30 p.m. Meetings are scheduled 
for the following dates and locations.
March 26  District III, represented by Dr. Mary Kay Murphy, Peachtree Ridge HS
March 28  District II, represented by Board Vice Chair Daniel Seckinger, Mill Creek HS 
April 2  District IV, represented by Dr. Robert McClure, Parkview HS 
April 4  District I, represented by Board Chair Carole Boyce, Archer HS
April 16  District V, represented by Louise Radloff, Meadowcreek HS

 Twenty Gwinnett high schools were honored by the Georgia Department of 
Education as Advanced Placement (AP) Honor Schools. This list includes all of 
Gwinnett’s 18 traditional high schools, as well as two Gwinnett charter schools. Several 
GCPS schools were recognized in more than one category. Berkmar High and Gwinnett 
School of Mathematics, Science, and Technology made the list in four of the five 
categories. In addition, Gwinnett’s newest charter school, Gwinnett Online Campus, made 
the list the first time it qualified for the honor. AP honors reflect student achievement and 
participation in college-level AP exams. 

 Students in grades 3–8 who have not met promotion requirements may be 
recommended for the free, 15-day session of Academic Summer School, which runs June 
10 to July 3. Parents of students who qualify will learn more from their child’s school later 
this spring. Summer classes are on a Monday-Thursday schedule. Learn more about Summer 
School 2013 on the GCPS website. 
High school summer school registration runs through June 4. Check the website to learn more.

 GCPS will hold its annual Transition Fair for students with disabilities, their 
families, and educators at Peachtree Ridge High on March 16. The event begins at 9 a.m., 
and is focused on providing information about services and resources to prepare students 
transitioning from the school system to post-school activities and employment. More 
information is available by calling 678-301-7121.

 Parents, business leaders, community members, students, and school system staff are 
encouraged to review and give feedback on proposed courses for the state’s new Career 
Clusters/Pathways in Career Technical Education. The Georgia Department of Education 
(GaDOE) is collecting public comments on the proposed foundational courses via an 
online survey through March 25. Learn more online.

Danny Jardine Chief Operations Officer, Facilities and Operations Division
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http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/7b206fefc3472ddf85257523004bcb46/73807981b4430412852579e000487bc9?OpenDocument
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/679353575364565885257B18005F3775/$file/Gwinnett-high-schools-make-AP-Honor-Schools-2-20-13.pdf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/1F5B6AADC3F54C0385257B27004AFCB4/$file/Transition-Fair-to-help-families-of-students-with-special-needs-3-7-2013.pdf
http://www.doe.k12.ga.us/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/CTAE/Pages/CTAE-Georgia-Career-Clusters.aspx
http://www.doe.k12.ga.us/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/CTAE/Pages/CTAE-Georgia-Career-Clusters.aspx


 Registration for new kindergartners is May 2 at local schools. Families of rising 
kindergartners can learn more on the system’s website about what to bring for kindergarten 
registration and what to expect next year. 

March 16 Readers Rally competition
March 21  School Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Instructional Support Center (ISC)
March 29  Student/Teacher Holiday or Snow Make-up Day
April 8-12 Spring Break, (Schools closed)
April 12 Spring Holiday, all GCPS locations closed
April 18 School Board Meeting, 7 p.m., ISC

 The Manilow Music Project recently announced a partnership with Gwinnett 
County Public Schools to collect instruments to benefit music programs in the 
district’s schools. Performer Barry Manilow kicked off the instrument drive by donating 
a new Yamaha piano to GCPS. The singer will headline a Broadway-themed concert at the 
Gwinnett Center on April 27. Music lovers who donate new or gently used instruments will 
receive two tickets to the show, valid for pre-selected seat locations, while supplies last. The 
Center box office will be the base for the instrument drive in Duluth, from now through 
the concert. Drop off instruments at the box office between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, and after noon on weekend days with an event at the Center.

•	 Robotics teams from Brookwood High and GSMST qualified for VEX Robotics 
World Championship competition by winning qualifying events. 

•	 Fifteen Sweetwater Middle students earned perfect scores in the national WordMasters 
Challenge vocabulary competition. 

•	 A GSMST student is one of 35 honorees for the national 2013 National Center for 
Women & Information Technology (NCWIT) Award for Aspirations in Computing. 

•	 Two GCPS students, one from GSMST and one from Parkview High, will advance to 
semifinals for U.S. Physics team.

•	 Two Brookwood High student-athletes were selected for the National Orienteering 
USA Junior Standing Team.

•	 North Gwinnett High students won the top two scholarship awards from the National 
Art Honor Society. 

•	 An Archer High student was honored by the State Superintendent for “Excellence in 
Student Achievement” for her work in Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA). 

•	 Eleven GCPS high school students presented scientific research at the Georgia Junior 
Science and Humanities Symposium.

•	 Knight Elementary received a $30K outdoor classroom grant from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (Region 4) and the Greening Youth Foundation. 

•	 Duluth Middle Teacher Jennifer Burley was selected as 2013 Middle School Science 
Teacher of the Year by the Georgia Science Teachers Association. 

•	 A Meadowcreek High student won the 2013 August Wilson Monologue Competition 
in Atlanta and will advance to national competition in New York City in May. 

•	 North Gwinnett Middle music teacher Amy Clement was named Volunteer of the 
Year by the Georgia Music Educators Association. 

•	 Teams from Berkmar High and Parkview High were co-champions in the PAGE 
Georgia Academic Decathlon and will advance to national competition. 

•	 Brookwood High student Eric Yao and his selected teacher, Dana Kling, and 
Parkview High student Julian Menzel and his selected teacher, Caroline Miklosovic, 
were recognized as county STAR winners. Local STAR students are high school seniors 
in the top 10 percent of their class with the highest SAT score.
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Gwinnett County Public Schools… From First-Class to World-Class
Visit the GCPS Website— www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us— to sign up for E–News, GCPS’ e-Newsletter. 

Key GCPS dates
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4 p.m., on Saturday; 
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more.
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http://www.manilowmusicproject.org/archives/381
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/BAFFD16B50D7C3AB85257B20005278DE/$file/Gwinnett-students-exhibit-talent-and-skills-during-2013-Tapestry-Display-2-28-2013.pdf

