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Gwinnett students honored by School Board 
 
     Several Gwinnett County Public Schools’ (GCPS) students took center stage 

during the Gwinnett County Board of Education regular monthly meeting in 

March, as they were recognized for recent state and national academic 

achievements. The students listed below were joined by family members, their 

school teachers, and administrators. 

• Jessica Morton – 3rd grade student at Sugar Hill Elementary 

Sugar Hill Elementary student Jessica Morton recently placed first in Georgia, and 

10th nationwide, in the “National InvestWrite Essay Competition,” a national 

writing contest sponsored by the Stock Market Game, an economic education and 

financial literary program. This essay competition relates to investment principles, 

tying together various lessons throughout the curriculum and adding a critical 

thinking component to reinforce concepts taught in the classroom. In the essay, 

students make a case for a particular investment strategy. Student essays are 

selected by the teachers who forward the top five essays per class to the 

Foundation for Investor Education in New York City. Jessica’s essay was chosen 

from 1,203 entries. She also will be recognized at the annual “Stock Market Game 

Awards Luncheon” in May by the Georgia Council on Economic Education. 

 

• Kate Hardin -- Parkview High  

Parkview High student Kate Hardin has been chosen as the “Georgia German 

Student of the Year” by the American Association of Teachers of German, Georgia 

Chapter. The Parkview High senior was nominated by her school’s German teacher 

Sanja Knezovic. As this year’s winner, Kate will have the opportunity to 

participate in a three-week study course at the Goethe Institute in Germany 

sponsored by The German Cultural Center in Atlanta. This win marks the second 

consecutive year that a Parkview High student has won this award. 

 

--More-- 

 
 
 
 



 
• 5th grade student Chelsea Murphy, 5th grader Carolina Hinojosa, and 

4th grader Susannah Speagle -- Margaret Winn Holt Elementary  

 These three Margaret Winn Holt Elementary students earned a perfect score on the 

National WordMasters Challenge, a vocabulary competition in which students 

study a predetermined set of words and all of their variants, followed by 

participation in the written challenge. This year more than 230,000 students 

participated nationwide. Out of that number, only 109 fourth graders and 189 fifth 

graders earned perfect scores. The three Margaret Winn Holt Elementary students 

earned perfect scores in the Blue Division, one of the more difficult levels of 

competition. 
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