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GCPS special needs school bus drivers on the road to nationals        
 
     Two Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) bus drivers will represent Georgia 

at a national competition, after earning top honors at a recent state-level challenge. The 

Gwinnett team will compete at The 10th Annual National Special Needs Team Safety 

Roadeo. 

     GCPS special needs bus drivers Robert Bodemuller and Tammy Parr will be on 

the road to Louisville, Kentucky, to represent Georgia at the national competition on 

Saturday, March 10, 2007. Mr. Bodemuller, serving as the bus driver in the 

competition, is a bus manager for the Meadowcreek Cluster, while Ms. Parr, 

competing as the bus monitor (attendant), is a bus manager for the Duluth High 

Cluster. Working as a team, they placed first at the county-level competition in 

October, and then earned second place, out of 18 teams, on the State Special Needs 

Team Safety Roadeo held in February.  

     Several events take place as part of the competition:  

• Pre-Trip Inspection --- The driver and monitor work as a team to conduct an 

inspection of the school bus.  

• Loading and Securing of wheelchair --- Focuses on the loading and securing 

a wheelchair.  

• Special Needs Evacuation --- The team is presented with an emergency 

scenario.  

• Driving Test --- Driving a course based on the traditional Roadeo course.  

     Depending on the event, judges will look for proper use and function of equipment 

such as lights and signals, sensitivity toward students, and safety.  

     The special needs school bus drivers work as a team, focused on learning, and not 

competition. The event provides contestants with hands-on opportunities to learn new 

safety procedures and to become familiar with new safety equipment and materials. It 

provides information, training, and support to drivers and attendants in a critically 

challenging area of pupil transportation. It improves the skills they need to perform 

their daily task of transporting students with special needs. 
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