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Berkmar High one of three schools nationwide honored with 
“College Board Inspiration Award”  
Award Event: Friday, May 2, 9:00 a.m. at Berkmar High   
 

      Described as a school that has successfully improved the academic 

environment and helped students achieve equitable access to higher education 

despite social, economic, and cultural challenges, Berkmar High in Gwinnett 

County has been named a “College Board 2008 Inspiration Award” recipient. The 

national award honors high schools that initiate unique programs and create 

partnerships between the school and its community supporters to help more 

students pursue higher education. 

      “This recognition reflects the commitment and dedication among staff 

members at Berkmar High to ensure access to rigorous academic work for all 

students,” says Kendall Johnson, Berkmar High’s principal. “Our school is both 

equipped and empowered to stretch the academic work and performance of our 

students. We provide advisement, support and encouragement, and excellent 

instruction to help them be successful.” 

       Berkmar High’s expectation of high student achievement has increased 

measurably through the school’s “stretch culture” initiative, in which students are 

challenged and encouraged to take Advanced Placement (AP) courses based on 

testing data, teacher evaluations, and student preferences. From 2000-01 to  

2006-07, the school’s number of AP tests taken increased from 219 to 864.  

      “More than ever, we need schools to prepare every student to succeed in higher 

education,” says U.S. Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings. “Schools such 

as this year’s winners set a strong example by leveraging innovative strategies and 

community partnerships to overcome challenges. They can be proud of cultivating 

learning environments with high expectations, challenging course work and 

teachers who care. This Administration will continue to promote policies to help 

ensure that every diploma is a ticket to success in college and beyond.” 
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      As a College Board 2008 Inspiration Award winner, Berkmar High has earned 

a $25,000 grant to continue its work in guiding and encouraging more students to 

realize the promise of higher education. 

     College Board representatives will join Georgia Department of Education 

Deputy Superintendent Dr. Martha Reichrath in presenting Berkmar High with its 

award on Friday, May 2, at 9:00 a.m. at Berkmar High, 405 Pleasant Hill Rd. in 

Lilburn. Members of the Gwinnett County Board of Education -- including  

District V representative Louise Radloff -- and GCPS CEO/Superintendent J.Alvin 

Wilbanks also will be in attendance to congratulate Berkmar High students, 

parents, faculty, and staff.     

 

News media representatives interested in attending the award presentation should 

notify the Department of Communication and Media Relations by calling 

678.301.6020. 
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