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Seven GCPS students on their way to the White House        
 
     Seven Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) students have been selected as 

2006-07 United States Presidential Scholars Candidates --- a prestigious, highly 

competitive program, sponsored by the U.S Department of Education.  

     The Gwinnett high school seniors, should they apply and be chosen as U.S. 

Presidential Scholars, will have the opportunity to visit the nation’s capital in June 

during National Recognition Week. They will learn about U.S. government, and meet 

the president of the United States when presented with the presidential medallion.  

     U.S. Presidential Scholars are chosen on the basis of their accomplishments in many 

areas, including academic and artistic success, leadership, and school and community 

involvement. Each year, some 2,600 candidates from across the nation are first 

identified for the academic component based on their performance on the SAT or ACT 

college entrance exams. The candidates are then invited to earn a spot on the list of 500 

semifinalists, by completing a competitive application process that includes essays, 

self-assessments, school reports, and transcripts. Based on the application, the 141 final 

scholars are chosen. 

     This year’s Gwinnett candidates are: 
• Christine An, North Gwinnett High 
• Bommy Kim, Peachtree Ridge High 
• Steven Lau, Duluth High 
• Nicole Nation, Parkview High 
• Calley Mersmann, South Gwinnett High 
• Stephanie Wang, Parkview High 
• Elinor Willis, Meadowcreek High 

     The U.S. Presidential Scholars Program was established in 1964, by executive order 

of President Lyndon B. Johnson, to recognize and honor the nation’s most 

distinguished graduating high school seniors. In 1979, the program was extended to 

recognize students who demonstrate exceptional talent in the visual, creative, and 

performing arts. Each year, up to 141 students are named Presidential Scholars, one of 

the nation’s highest honors for high school students. 

     For the 2005-06 school year, the program selected one GCPS student, as one of only 

two students from Georgia. Carmen Rodriguez, a graduate of Norcross High, was 

among the 141 U.S. Presidential Scholars. 
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