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Gwinnett high school students take learning from classroom 
to career during Science and Engineering Fair on February 6        
 

     More than 250 Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) science students will 

show what they know during the 2009 Gwinnett County Regional Science and 

Engineering Fair, which will be held at the Gwinnett Environmental and Heritage 

Center on February 6. Using the theme “From Classroom to Career,” this year’s 

event allows students to apply their science knowledge and highlights career 

opportunities that await Gwinnett students in the field of science.  

     “We believe we need to provide access between our students and the 

community of scientists, so that our students can reveal and showcase what they 

can do. We want our students to see themselves on the other side of the lab bench 

in the near future.” says Mary Elizabeth Davis, GCPS director of science. “This 

event is an opportunity to expose our students to the innovation of science.” 

     This year’s event features several additions to the 30-year Gwinnett tradition, 

including a career fair. More than 20 scientists will be on hand to speak with 

students about future opportunities in the industry. Students will learn from 

professionals in a police department’s CSI unit, a medical center, the airline 

industry, and a research university. In addition, a Collins Hill High alum returns to 

his former school district to speak about his engineering experience at an 

amusement park. 

      Gwinnett high school students are scheduled to take the science stage, 

exhibiting the best of high school science from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. This public review 

of projects will be followed by an awards ceremony, which is slated to begin at 7 

p.m. This year’s competition features 155 different student-researched projects in 

the fields of physics, engineering, computer science, animal science, microbiology 

and biochemistry. The projects will be judged by Georgia professionals and 

scientists based on scientific quality, accuracy, creativity, and experimental design.  
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     More than 250 students, representing 11 high schools, have worked on projects 

individually or in teams. Participating high schools include: 

School     # of projects # of students 

Berkmar High     2  2  

Brookwood High   20  44 

Collins Hill High   39  53 

Dacula High    14  25 

Duluth High    2  4 

GIVE East    3  7 

Gwinnett School of Mathematics,  21  48 

            Science, and Technology 

Meadowcreek High    6  7 

Parkview High    2  2 

Peachtree Ridge High   28  33 

South Gwinnett High    18  47 

Total     155  272 

      

     The projects competing at the county level already have garnered first or second 

place at their local school science fairs. The students who earn first place at the 

county level will move to the next round of competition-- the Georgia Science and 

Engineering Fair-- which will be held in Athens, from April 1 to 4, 2009. 

Historically, GCPS is well-represented at this state competition. Top projects then 

qualify for competition in the International Science and Engineering Fair, held 

from May 10 to 16, 2009, in Reno, Nevada.  

 

     The Gwinnett Environmental and Heritage Center is located at 2020 Clean 

Water Drive in Buford. 

 

     For more information about the science fair or science in Gwinnett County 

Public Schools, contact Mary Elizabeth Davis, GCPS director of science, at  

678-301-7036. 

 

Mark your calendar… Gwinnett middle school students will participate in the 

Junior Regional Science and Engineering Fair on February 21, 2009, at the 

Gwinnett Environmental and Heritage Center.  
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