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G winn e tt C o u nt y P u b l ic S c h oo l s
What makes Gwinnett County Public
Schools (GCPS) great? A challenging curriculum? Quality instruction by highly
qualified teachers? A comprehensive and
meaningful assessment program? Students who are in engaged in learning? All
that and much more. Our success also
depends upon the support of our people.
Students, employees, parents and other
caring adults, and the wider community

our

students
Devastating earthquakes in Haiti
and Chile. Empty shelves at the local food
bank. Abandoned pets in need of a home.
A heart health risk for teens. Classmates
in need of a friend or mentor. Gwinnett students put their caring into
action every day— at school, in the
community, and around the globe.
Character education— those common
beliefs taught at
home and reinforced
at school and in the
community— is thoroughly embedded in a
GCPS education. Traits
like kindness, compassion,
generosity, respect, and tolerance
translate into hundreds of projects, thousands of service hours,
and many hundreds of thousands
in donated goods and dollars.

put the public in Gwinnett County Public
Schools. We all have a stake in the success
of our schools, which, in turn, serve as a
source of community pride. This issue of
Communiqué, in print and online, shares
just a snapshot of how our students and
employees contribute to Gwinnett’s quality
of life, why families are important education partners, and how business and community partnerships support our schools.

Visit any Gwinnett school and
you’ll find student-made posters in the
halls for an upcoming fundraiser or
benefit concert, an appeal for canned
goods or warm coats, or reminders of
the next service club event. Throughout
the county, student-driven organizations at every school level reflect the
generous spirit and servant leadership
of Gwinnett students.
Learn more about some of these
student volunteer efforts on page 3 and
on the school system web site. Check
with your child’s school
for more on local
efforts.

our employees
At left, Visual Arts Teacher Debi West
(right) donated funding for an artist-inresidence to work with North Gwinnett
High art students and special education
classes in designing and creating a
memorial sculpture at the school.

Level Creek
Elementary
1st and 5th graders
worked together to
aid a nearby animal
shelter, hosting a pet adoption
event and collecting $680 and
eight boxes of blankets and pet
toys for the shelter.

Times are tough, yet GCPS staff members came through for neighbors in need
one more time last fall, pledging more
than $435,000 to Gwinnett’s United
Way campaign. (Students contributed
another $54,000-plus to the campaign.)
Teams of staff and students also raised more than $1 million for the American Cancer Society during the 2009 Relay For Life. Through community
events like these, contributions to local school Care Teams, and their own
charitable activities, GCPS employees model the same community involvement that we see in our students. Staff members give countless hours to
community associations, service groups, and faith and civic organizations.
They serve on boards; act as advisors, mentors, and tutors; and work in the
community to support young people, solve problems, and raise awareness of
issues. The school system’s Foundation also benefits from hundreds of staff
members who make monthly donations to the fund to support innovative
programs at schools, and scholarships for students and staff.
Learn more about staff members’ contributions on the GCPS web site.

our Parents

our community

The parents of Gwinnett County
schoolchildren have high expectations— for their students and of their
school system. That’s another one of
the things that makes GCPS great.
Involved parents “stay in the loop”
and reinforce expectations for learning and behavior for their child. We’re
fortunate to have these partners for
school success… families who work to
Be There for their children. (Be There
is a national movement that inspires
parents to become more involved in
their children’s education.)
Involvement comes in many forms.
PTA officers, Booster Club presidents,
volunteers, mentors, and room mothers all give an extraordinary level of
support to their child’s school.
However, an involved parent doesn’t
have to be at the school every day to
make an extraordinary difference in
their own child’s life. It takes just a
few minutes each day to support your

child’s learning and to maintain the
home-school connection. Ask your
child about his day at school. Attend
school events when you can. Spend
time together— reading, playing
games, talking. Stay in touch with
your child’s teacher. It’s those little
things that can make the ordinary
extraordinary.
Online, learn more about how you
can “be there” for your child, and meet
some very involved
parents on page 4
and on the web
site.

A Freeman’s Mill
Elementary parent enjoys
a meal with his child.

Gwinnett schools enjoy enviable support
from the community, business partners,
and other neighbors. The business community also steps up at the district level,
contributing to the success of Gwinnett’s
charter high school, funding school and district
grants, endowing student and staff scholarships,
and matching gifts to the Foundation.
Community leaders step into our classrooms
as mentors and as participants in the Chamber
of Commerce “Principal for a Day” program.
In fact, education is a key component in the
aims of Partnership Gwinnett, a community
improvement effort. GCPS partners with
government and educational agencies—
including the county library system, the health
department, emergency officials, and technical
and higher education entities— to ensure that
we’re all working together to meet the needs of
our students and our community.
See page 3 for a story on one community-school partnership. Plus, find more stories and links online.
Principal for a Day Kyle Ross (left)
of Junior Achievement visited Bethesda Elementary.

GCPS Honors

Dates

2009–10 brings honors to GCPS, schools, students, and staff

Key budget dates set

As we pursue our vision of becoming a system of worldclass schools, our many honors point to GCPS’ progress…
International media festival winners; recipients of
study trips to Europe; national certification for a
marketing school store and two school counseling
programs; national honors for a science teacher; U.S.
ranking in a literacy meet; national awards for magazines and yearbooks; a U.S. Senate Youth delegate; 28
schools honored for high performance and academic
gains; 12 AP Honor Schools and 1,992 AP Scholars;
state certification for Gwinnett School Police; Georgia kudos for special education graduation rates; top
Georgia teachers in science, social studies, art, and
Spanish; state honors for curriculum directors; Georgia’s top school social worker and #1 paraprofessional;
a state Teacher of the Year finalist; regional and state
wins for teams and individuals— Academic Decathlon, Academic Bowl, Science Olympiad, languages,
wildlife management, science, robotics, and chess;
award-winning musicians and artists; staff and student leaders in state organizations; national presentations and publications; scholarships and honors

for seniors; high-achieving STAR students and
teachers; GCPS’ first-ever televised Readers Rally
with winning teams from each level; competitors
in Special Olympics and adapted sports; and state
champs in One-Act Play, basketball, cheerleading,
cross country, softball, swim/dive, and wrestling.
Watch for more honors as we close out the year!

bers of Gwinnett’s Board of Education embark on
a listening tour across the county. Parents, students, staff, and community members are invited
to attend one of five Area Board Meetings set for
April— District II, April 13, at Mountain View High;
District III, April 20, at Duluth High; District V,
April 22, at Meadowcreek High; District I, April 27,
at Archer High; and District IV, April 29, at Shiloh
High. The program starts at 7 p.m. in the school
theater, with refreshments served at 6:30. CEO/
Superintendent J. Alvin Wilbanks will open the
program with a presentation on budget news and
the district’s Strategic Priorities for 2010–2020,
followed by an opportunity for citizens to address the Board. The school system is asking for
feedback from parents, staff, students, and community members as it develops its Priorities for
the coming decade. See Mr. Wilbanks’ message
on the facing page for more on this key initiative.

• Eight new facilities to open on
time, within budget— GCPS’ tradition

of financial stewardship extends to innovative
construction techniques and best practices that
save taxpayers money and produce attractive,
safe, and functional school buildings to serve
our students. On Aug. 9, about 7,000 students
will start their year in eight new facilities. The
five new elementaries are Anderson-Livsey in the
Shiloh Cluster, Burnette in the Peachtree Ridge
Cluster, Ferguson in the Meadowcreek Cluster,
Jenkins in the Central Gwinnett Cluster, and
Roberts in the North Gwinnett Cluster. The new
Grace Snell Middle will feed into South Gwinnett
High and draw from Magill and Rosebud elementaries. Lanier High will anchor a new cluster, with
feeder schools Lanier Middle, and Sugar Hill, Sycamore, and White Oak elementaries. Next school
year, Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science, and
Technology, a district charter school, will move
to its permanent home in Lawrenceville. Families that will be served at the new schools should
watch for news on open house opportunities,
PTA start-ups, and more during the summer.

April 27: Superintendent’s Recommended Budget
available for public review
May 13: First public budget hearing
May 20: Second public hearing, final budget adoption, and adoption of tentative millage rate
June:

Adoption of millage rate

All sessions will be held at the Instructional
Support Center, located at 437 Old Peachtree
Road in Suwanee. Learn more about the budget
outlook online.

Members of the Mulberry Elementary Readers Rally
team celebrate their level win on the GCPS TV set
after filming the televised competition.

Bulletin Board
• You’re invited… Area Board Meetings set for April— Each spring, the mem-

Upcoming dates in the School Board’s budget
development calendar include:

• Lanier Cluster to rally ‘round Longhorns— And they’ll be wearing orange and

white spiritwear. Lanier High Principal Kerensa
Wing facilitated the process for adopting the
school’s mascot and colors. Ms. Wing worked with
a committee made up
of students, parents,
and community
members representing middle and high
school students zoned
to the new school.

• New principals named for 2010–11—
Each new school year brings a group of new
principals to Gwinnett schools, filling leadership
spots opened by retirements, transfers, and new
school openings. Look on the GCPS web site for
a slideshow of principal appointments to-date for
the 2010–11 school year.

• A Vision for Public Education in
Georgia— Just as Gwinnett is looking ahead

with its strategic priorities through 2020, so is a
coalition of superintendents and school board
members working to shape a vision for the state’s
public schools. Under the banner of “A Vision
for Public Education in Georgia,” the group is
seeking to rebuild trust and support for public
education and creating a unifying vision that will
transform education in our state. The process
includes opportunities for community members
and policymakers to be part of the conversation.
Find out how you can be involved and learn more
about the process at www.visionforpubliced.org.

• Testing and promotion flyers
available online— Check out GCPS’
Assessment page online to learn more
about upcoming tests and local and state
promotion requirements. Resources
to help students prepare for state
assessments and the High School Gateway
essay test are available on the school system
web site, along with GCPS’ testing calendar.

Aug. 9 is the first day of
school. Look for the
2010–11 school calendar and
summer school information
on the GCPS web site
@www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us

• Accurate census
count important
for schools— The

2010 Census offers
a snapshot of every
American household on
Census Day (April 1).
Learn why an accurate
count is important for
our schools and community on the Census
Bureau web site. The census questionnaire is
quick, easy, and confidential. GCPS is an official
partner with the U.S. Census Bureau.

• Support Gwinnett County Sports
Hall of Fame— Gwinnett County is a sports

hotbed, with dozens of state championships,
Olympians, pro sports stars, and record-breaking
coaches. To celebrate those athletic endeavors, the
Gwinnett County Public Schools Foundation Fund
is launching the Gwinnett County Sports Hall of
Fame. Attend the Hall’s first-ever induction ceremony during the June 6 Gwinnett Braves baseball
game at Coolray Field in Buford. Learn more at
www.gcps-foundation.org. The Foundation supports academic initiatives throughout the district.

• Schools aren’t just for kids— From

word processing to fitness and dog training
to language skills, there’s a wealth of learning
opportunities available this summer and yearround, for all ages, through GCPS Community
Schools. Operating at each Gwinnett high school,
these programs offer classes for a range
of interests— for children, teens, and
adults— all at a reasonable price and
a convenient location. Summer
opportunities also include sport
and special-interest camps for
students. Learn more at the
Community Schools
link on the web site.
There’s something for
everyone at GCPS
Community Schools.

Challenge drives up co-op donations

This winter, students at Pharr Elementary took the
initiative to combat hunger when they heard about
the dire need for food items at the Southeast Food
Cooperative. Kindergarten and 1st grade students
came to the rescue. They issued a challenge to the
entire school— each class should collect 100 food
items by the 100th day of school on Jan. 25, with a
goal to collect 3,500 food items schoolwide.
“Their shelves were completely bare and the need
in the community was just that great,” says Principal
Jerry Raymond. “Everything that came in was
immediately given out to families.”
The spirit of giving proved to be contagious. The
challenge was extended to other schools, including
Starling Elementary, which collected 2,800 food items
for the co-op. Ultimately, Pharr students generously
donated more than 8,000 canned goods, and received
a proclamation from the Mayor and City Council of
Snellville “for their insight to help the needy and for
their determination to reach out to the community.”

‘Art with heART’ for Haiti

Inspired by “Houses for Haiti,”
a nationwide art fundraiser
for Haiti relief efforts, schools
around Gwinnett participated in
art projects to raise money for aid
groups like the Red Cross, Habitat
for Humanity, and Doctors Without
Borders. Students decorated and
sold house-shaped pins and magnets,
“house” necklaces, framed “Haiti House” paintings,
even a DVD with photos of student artwork.
Teachers Joyce Dorian and Anna Murphy worked
with Cedar Hill Elementary students on the project.
“Realizing that little efforts could add up to big
things” had an impact on students, says Ms. Dorian.
Around Gwinnett, “Houses for Haiti” were
constructed from different materials—from recycled
cardboard to “shrinkable” plastic— but all were made
with love and with an understanding that community
outreach does a great deal of local and global good.

A message from J. Alvin Wilbanks
CEO/Superintendent

FOCUS
ON
Strategic Priorities

“What should Gwinnett County Public Schools look like and be like in the next decade?” That’s
the question we are asking ourselves and our stakeholders in developing the school district’s Strategic
Priorities for 2010–2020. Gwinnett County Public Schools is regarded as a high-performing school
district that provides a quality and effective education for every student. Sustaining our success
means we must continuously review where we are as a district and envision what the organization
can and must be in the future.
The Strategic Priorities outline the desired qualities and
Share your feedback
characteristics for 10 major components of the school district.
Review the draft of the
The document describes the shared future we hope to see, and
will help move us from where we are to where we need to be.
Strategic Priorities for
It has been developed with input from local school and system
2010–2020 on the GCPS
leaders, as well as parent and teacher representatives. Now we
web site and share your
invite your input.
We hope you will visit our web site to review the Stratefeedback online. Go to
gic Priorities and participate in an online survey. In addition,
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us
make plans to attend the Area Board Meetings in April to
and look for the link in the
learn more about the future of our school system.
“Spotlight” section.
Our success depends upon the support of our people— those employed by the
district and those served by it. Our goal is
to use your input to finalize the Strategic
Priorities so that they are ready to share
widely in the fall. That’s when the real work
begins… as all stakeholders join forces to
achieve what collectively we have said we
believe is important for our students, our
schools, and our school system.

Better communities, better schools
Improvement efforts in the wider community can’t
help but support students. After all, better communities make better schools and better schools make
better communities. “We ask members of our Be
There Committee to stand together as a community
to make this a better place and a stronger learning environment for our children,” says Sweetwater
Middle Principal Georgann Eaton.
The 80 or so members of Sweetwater’s community
group all have ties to the community that Sweetwater serves but no students at the school. Participants
represent businesses, faith communities, service organizations, government agencies, elected officials,
Realtors, law enforcement, homeowner associations,
and apartment complexes.
The committee doesn’t tackle quick-fix issues. Instead, they focus on projects with long-term impact
for the community in areas of prosperity, safety, and
education. “Our school is the heart of the community,” says Ms. Eaton. “Anything that benefits our
entire community helps our families and helps our
kids, so it helps Sweetwater, too.”
In its first year (2007–08), the group advocated for
sidewalks on Cruse Road, a major thoroughfare and
the road that Sweetwater faces. The group mailed
letters, spoke at county meetings, and met with
transportation officials. The result? Ground for sidewalks will be broken in summer 2011. Next on the
committee’s to-do list… A transit corridor on Cruse
Road between the Pleasant Hill business district and
the continuing education opportunities at Gwinnett
Technical College on Sugarloaf Parkway.
While the group’s work doesn’t bear fruit immediately, nothing grows if you don’t prepare the soil and
plant the seeds. The Sweetwater community’s “garden” is being worked by a dedicated group of “gardeners” and everyone will benefit from the harvest.

Focus On…the Budget
Spring is budget-setting season in Gwinnett County Public Schools, and concern is high as the
district considers the difficult economic situation facing the state and nation. Gov. Sonny Perdue recently shared the state’s amended revenue projections, along with the amended budget for this year
and his proposal for next year’s budget. Both budgets call for more reductions in education funding,
which constitutes nearly half of the state’s budget.
Over the last nine years, state budget cuts for Gwinnett County Public Schools have totaled
more than $390 million. In response to these cuts, the district has done much to reduce expenses,
such as postponing maintenance, delaying purchases of textbooks and instructional materials, decreasing all central office budgets, and holding the line on hiring staff.
In recent years, this conservative approach has helped the school system balance the budget and
maintain its quality educational program. But we have reached the point where our growing district
can no longer do more with less funding without affecting programs and services. The cost-saving
measures implemented in the past simply will not be enough to balance future budgets.
As the school system sets its FY2011 budget, it is important for citizens and employees to understand the state budget situation and the implications for Gwinnett County Public Schools. Visit
our web site and link to a special publication, “Budget: Today, Tomorrow, and into the Future.” You
will hear more about the budget in the coming months in budget work sessions, at School Board
meetings, and at the five Area Board Meetings in April. Make the most of these opportunities to
learn about the steps GCPS is taking to balance the budget in the face of unprecedented funding
limitations.
The school system is not allowing financial challenges to deter it from its commitment to deliver a quality and effective education for every student. But citizens need to know that our district
has been greatly impacted by the severe budget crisis we are experiencing. We know that you expect
us to manage well through this difficult economic time so that we are prepared for the better days
that are sure to come. That is precisely what the Gwinnett County Board of Education and I, along
with the entire workforce of Gwinnett County Public Schools, are intent on doing.

J. Alvin Wilbanks,
GCPS CEO/Superintendent

‘Whatever it takes’… Parent teams with school to support success
“Whatever it takes”… Those three words sum up one
school’s philosophy, but also serve as the inspiration and rallying point for one very involved parent.
Parent Leta Calvert says the love, dedication, and compassion exhibited by staff members at GIVE Center West made all
the difference for her son, who was assigned to the alternative
school for a serious discipline issue. With her own “whatever it takes” attitude, Ms. Calvert partnered with her son’s
teachers at GIVE to get him back on track, both in behavior
and academics. She says her own involvement prompted her
son to put more effort into his studies. And, because he knew
mom and teacher were regularly in contact, he was less likely
to make excuses if he wasn’t doing his best.
“Ms. Calvert doesn’t make excuses for herself or for her
child, nor does she point fingers and blame,” says Maryanne
Grimes, GIVE West principal. “With her energy and her
willingness to take a stand that parents need to step up when
their student misbehaves, Ms. Calvert is one of my heroes.”
While her son turned things around and has since returned
to his home school, Ms. Calvert remains an active volunteer
at the alternative school, doing all that she can to help make a
difference for other families with a GIVE student. She serves
as president of the GIVE West School Council and a Parent

Center volunteer. An inspirational speaker to parent groups,
Ms. Calvert emphasizes the family’s role in academic success.
With students, she talks about today’s decisions and tomorrow’s consequences. “We must help our children realize
that failure is a choice,” she says. “They pay the price of making good or bad choices on a daily basis.” Ms. Calvert also
has helped organize Success Day programs, giving students
an opportunity to hear a nationally recognized author and
giving their parents a chance to see the GIVE staff in action.
“The teachers are doing whatever it takes to see that these
students succeed, and we, as parents, must have the same
mind set,” says Ms. Calvert. “For the teacher to do his or her
job effectively, I must ensure that my child comes to school
prepared to learn.” She says the biggest share of the burden
Leta Calvert
for academic success is car(right) and
ried by the teacher and
Sandra
student, but she can
Mosquera,
Parent Center
help lighten the
coordinator
load as an active
and encouraging
member of her
son’s school success team.

Go to the school system web site
to check out the Communiqué
Connection for expanded
coverage on what makes
GCPS great, additional resources
for families, tips for parents,
and connections to GCPS news!
More than 22,000 families
use GCPS’ Parent Portal,
which offers secure, anytimeanywhere access to a student’s
grades, attendance, and other
academic information.
If you aren’t yet a Portal user,
talk to your child’s school for
registration details.

Communiqué is
produced by GCPS’
Communication
and Media Relations
Department.

Follow GCPS on Facebook, Twitter, RSS
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School news
for Gwinnett
families and
the community

In this issue…

Twice each year, Communiqué brings news to the community about systemlevel initiatives and programs, as well as teaching and learning profiles. For
additional resources and stories, check out www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us. Feedback?
Send an e-mail to Communique@gwinnett.k12.ga.us.

Students, staff,
parents, and
community make
GCPS great!
See page 1

Check out honors,
meetings, community schools,
and more.
See page 2

Focus is on
Strategic
Priorities for
2010–2020.
See page 3

The mission of
Gwinnett County
Public Schools is to
pursue excellence in
academic knowledge,
skills, and behavior
for each student,
resulting in measured
improvement against
local, national,
and world-class
standards.

In their
media-rich
lives, our
students have
never known a
world without
sophisticated
technology and instant communication. And, more and more, their
parents and teachers are gaining tech
skills and using
some of those
same digital tools
and resources to
keep up with their
kids and what’s
going on in their
world.
To help keep you connected with
emergency and weather notices
affecting schools, system-level
happenings, and calendar reminders,
GCPS is rolling out additional ways
for families to follow the latest news
from the school system. You can…

• Find Gwinnett County Public Schools
on Facebook
• Follow us on Twitter at GwinnettSchools
• Subscribe to GCPS’ RSS newsfeed on
the school system web site

While Twitter “tweets” and
Facebook “posts” are linked—
updating the status for both at the
same time— you will find photos,
video, links, events, and notes
through the GCPS “fan page” on
Facebook.
Subscribers to the RSS
newsfeed on the school
system web site will have new
and updated news content
automatically downloaded to
their news reader.
So, head
online for
more ways to
keep up with
Gwinnett
County Public
Schools.

Communiqué is printed
on recycled paper containing
30% post-consumer waste.
Gwinnett County Public Schools wishes to meet the
needs of all of its students and families. If any member
of your family needs assistance or has any questions
regarding mobility impaired issues or handicapped
access, please contact the principal of your local school.
It is the policy of Gwinnett County Public Schools not
to discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, religion,
national origin, age, or disability in any employment
practice, educational program, or any other program,
activity, or service.

J. Alvin Wilbanks
CEO/Superintendent
Dr. Mary Kay Murphy, Chairman
Dr. Robert McClure, Vice Chairman
Carole Boyce
Daniel D. Seckinger
Louise Radloff
The 2010 Gwinnett County
Board of Education:

Suwanee, GA 30024-2978
437 Old Peachtree Road, NW
Gwinnett County Public Schools

nonprofit organization
u.s. postage paid
Atlanta, GA
Permit No. 3781

