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Student leaders awarded scholarships honoring Gwinnett 
Superintendent Wilbanks 
 
 Two outstanding graduates of Gwinnett County Public Schools will receive 
scholarships today as a result of honors bestowed on Gwinnett County Public Schools 
CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin Wilbanks. 
     Allison Will, a member of Parkview High School’s Class of 2005, and Rashad 
Burroughs, a 2004 graduate of Shiloh High School, each will be presented with a 
$2,500 scholarship at a dinner in their honor. The scholarships stem from an award 
presented to Mr. Wilbanks by the Education Research and Development Institute, Inc. 
As the recipient of the organization’s 2004 “Excellence in Educational Leadership 
Award,” Mr. Wilbanks was asked to designate two students to receive the scholarship, 
funded by Coca-Cola North America. 
     “In establishing the selection criteria, I wanted the recipients to be students who 
were pursuing degrees in education, and who also had demonstrated leadership within 
their high schools,” said Mr. Wilbanks. A selection committee was charged with 
identifying worthy students to recommend to him as the recipients. 
     Miss Will and Mr. Burroughs distinguished themselves in academics, athletics, and 
leadership throughout high school. Both are graduates of the Gwinnett Student 
Leadership Team, a two-year program of leadership development for selected students 
from each Gwinnett and Buford City high school.  
     A “Scholar Athlete,” Miss Will is the recipient of her school’s “Parkview Panther 
Award,” the highest honor given to a student on the basis of character, academic 
achievement, and athletic excellence. She is member of the National Honor Society, 
Beta Club, Spanish Honor Society, Mu Alpha Theta Math Honor Society, and Future 
Georgia Educators. Miss Will volunteers for Habitat for Humanity and the Multiple 
Sclerosis Walk and is active in many programs with her church, Mountain Park 
Methodist. She was the captain of the junior varsity and varsity volleyball teams at 
Parkview High. The daughter of Susan and David Will of Lilburn, Miss Will has been 
accepted to the University of Georgia where she plans to major in education. 
     Mr. Burroughs graduated ninth in his class from Shiloh High in 2004 and has 
completed his freshman year at the University of South Carolina. He will continue his 
pursuit of an education degree at Georgia Southern University this fall. While at 
Shiloh, Mr. Burroughs captained the varsity basketball team and was a member of the 
Spanish Honor Society, Mu Alpha Theta Math Honor Society, and Beta Club. He was 
named a National Merit Scholar and is the recipient of the school’s highest honor, the 
“Shiloh High General’s Award” for overall excellence. Mr. Burroughs is the son of 
Michelle Burroughs, a teacher at Annistown Elementary School, and Leon Burroughs. 
He lives in Stone Mountain. 
 Mr. Wilbanks praised the scholarship winners for their accomplishments. “These are 
remarkable young people who exemplify many fine qualities and a love for learning,” 
he said. “Outstanding students today, they show promise to be outstanding teachers and 
leaders in the future. I am proud to present them these scholarships along with heartfelt 
congratulations to them and their parents.” 
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