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Back to School 2012: 

SPLOST IV projects underway in Gwinnett 
 

     While GCPS is not opening any new schools this fall, several construction and 

technology projects are underway as part of the school system’s SPLOST IV capital 

program. Voters approved an extension of the penny sales tax for schools in 

November of 2011 and it went into effect on July 1, 2012.  

     When completed in 2017, SPLOST IV will have provided five new schools, one 

bus facility, and nine additions and renovations. In addition, it will bring significant 

technology upgrades, including retrofits for all schools and infrastructure support and 

digital content to expand the walls of the classroom and make learning more 

engaging and relevant to today’s world. Other improvements coming to schools 

include air conditioning for all middle and high school gyms and all elementary 

activity buildings, along with all kitchens that currently do not have air conditioning, 

as well as facility improvements. 

 

New school year brings major renovations to two schools  

     As the school year begins, two Gwinnett school campuses—North Gwinnett 

High and Rockbridge Elementary—will have to accommodate construction that 

will bring more classrooms and more modern facilities.  

     North Gwinnett High will have a large three-story addition constructed to 

replace older buildings built in the 1950s and early 60s. This new addition will 

include a new Media Center, science classrooms, standard classrooms, special 

education classrooms and a Technology Education lab. The renovation will include 

an administration area expansion, a counselor suite, a large multi-purpose activity 

area, Business Education classrooms and modernization, energy conservation 

measures, and renovations to the front entrance and exterior of the building.  

     At Rockbridge Elementary the district is removing the original building and 

some small additions which were constructed almost 50 years ago.  The project 

involves construction of a new three-story building which will consist of regular 

classrooms, special education classrooms, art rooms, music rooms, computer labs, 

media center, kitchen, cafeteria, gymnasium and administration area. 

 

-more- 



     The projects at both schools will make better use of the land area on each campus, 

improve the operation of what have become much larger schools than the original 

designs, and employ modern technology, all of which will result in more efficient and 

better operations.  These schools are being brought up to districtwide standards. 

     Both projects are expected to open in August 2014.     

 

eCLASS touches GCPS classrooms beginning this fall 

     As part of SPLOST IV, GCPS is launching eCLASS, a multi-year integrated 

enterprise solution. Think of eCLASS as an umbrella under which one will find 

existing technology resources and projects, plus new resources that will help enhance 

student engagement and the teaching and learning process. It will bring together 

curriculum and instructional resources, assessment items, professional development, 

student information, and gradebook functions in one place, making it easier for 

teachers to access tools that will help them improve student learning. The main areas 

of focus for this initiative will be on teaching and learning; human capital manage-

ment; student information; statistics and information; and enhancing portal access for 

employees, parents, and students. 

     While all schools will begin reaping the benefits of eCLASS this fall, 33 schools 

in the pilot clusters (Archer, Berkmar, Duluth, North Gwinnett, and Shiloh 

clusters) will have access to the new collaboration tool and will begin forging the 

path for the district’s Bring Your Own Device initiative. Below is a review of what’s 

new in eCLASS this fall. 

 

Gradebook and Attendance Module — Available to all schools August 2012 

The new electronic gradebook will be available to all GCPS schools in August 2012. 

Teachers will be able to track and manage classroom data using the latest in 100 

percent browser-based technologies. This means that teachers can enter grades from 

any location using a compatible device with Internet access.   

 

Digital Content — Available to all schools August 2012 

Existing and some new digital resources will be available for AKS instruction and 

support through the employee portal, and to students through a new student portal 

beginning in August 2012. The first release of digital content will include grades K-8 

science and math, Algebra I CC, Accelerated Algebra I CC, and Biology.  

 

MYeCLASS Student Portal — Available to all schools August 2012 

A new student portal, with individual student login using student ID numbers, will be 

available in August 2012. Students will have access to existing and new digital 

resources in the pilot year of the portal. Additional resources will be added over time. 
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Professional Growth and Development Module —  

Available to all schools during the 2012-2013 school year 

 In August of 2012 school administrators will receive teacher evaluation 

technology support for the schools using the new teacher evaluation system. 

 In December of 2012, evaluation pilot principals will receive technology 

support for the new leader evaluation system. 

 The new professional development module will be available to all GCPS 

schools and teachers in February 2013. Teachers will be able to select, 

register, and manage professional learning opportunities relevant to their 

certification area, areas of growth, etc. using the GCPS portal. Schools will 

be able to manage professional learning offerings aligned with their LSPI 

needs.  

 

Student Access (Bring Your Own Device) — Available at pilot schools 

eCLASS pilot schools have the opportunity to apply for supplemental GCPS-

purchased technology devices and/or for student and teacher personally-owned 

devices to access the Internet through the GCPS network. Pilot schools will be 

required to identify specific instructional needs for the technology options. 

 

Collaboration Tools — Available at pilot schools 

New online tools for communicating, collaborating, and sharing resources will be 

available through the employee portal for all pilot school faculty members in August 

2012. Faculty will be able to participate in online communities within and across 

pilot schools. They will be able to: 

 Participate in instructional collaboration and resource sharing with members 

of communities that represent a single school or that span multiple schools. 

 Create sub-communities to identify more specific interest groups within a 

community. 

 Access online work space for vertical teaming. 

 Initiate/participate in forums which can support professional development, 

lesson collaboration, and student data analysis. 

 Assign tasks for team activities and track their progress. 

 Post and categorize files and video/audios and share them with community 

members. 
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