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Duluth Middle and Lanier Middle students  
earn Academic Bowl’s top spots    
 
     After daily practices before and after school, two Gwinnett County Academic 

Bowl teams earned the titles its students had worked so hard for—Academic Bowl 

for Middle Grades State Champions. The state finals of the PAGE (Professional 

Association of Georgia Educators) Academic Bowl for Middle Grades were held 

earlier in February at the Georgia College & State University in Milledgeville, 

Georgia. GCPS’ Duluth Middle came out on top earning the state championship 

title, while Lanier Middle placed as first runner-up. 

     In speaking about the Duluth Middle team’s formula to succeed, Duluth Middle 

teacher and Academic Bowl team coach Linda Koch says the students are very 

committed to the team and advancing their own knowledge. “The students know that 

the question material from the tournament is directly related to the middle school 

GPS (Georgia Performance Standards) curriculum,” Ms. Koch explains. “Since they 

realize that speed is critical to winning, they work on knowing concepts well, 

analyzing quickly, making connections between concepts, and honing needed skills 

to almost a razor sharp edge. They are able to make intellectual leaps very quickly, 

and they work very hard to develop this,” Ms. Koch explains. She also says the 

students’ interest in the school work contributes greatly to their winning record. 

“These students are really great learners. Their school work is top of the line, and 

they really are a pleasure to have in class because they are involved in learning. Their 

attitudes are contagious. Gwinnett can be proud to have these students represent our 

system.” 

     The PAGE Academic Bowl features teams of middle school students who field 

questions on subjects ranging from Georgia history to mathematics, science, 

literature, and the performing arts. Teams compete against the clock to answer toss-

up and bonus questions in order to score points. The goal of the program is to inspire 

students to excel academically, to enhance student self-confidence and self-esteem 

through high achievement, and to encourage both a team and competitive spirit. 
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     Since starting an Academic Bowl team seven years ago, Duluth Middle has filled 

two trophy cases bringing a trophy home almost every year. The Wildcats have made 



it to the state finals five consecutive years, with 2009 making the first year they 

earned the state championship. 

     Ms. Koch coaches the team along with Duluth Middle teacher Sylvia Barteaux. 

Gwinnett teachers Scott Johnson and Marci Lyn Cooper coach the Lanier Middle 

students. 

     More than 2,000 students from across Georgia compete at the local, regional and 

state levels of the PAGE Academic Bowl for Middle Grades.   
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