
 
 
 
 

BOARD OF  
EDUCATION 

Daniel D. Seckinger, 
Chairman 

Dr. Robert McClure, 
Vice Chairman 
Carole Boyce 

Dr. Mary Kay Murphy 
Louise Radloff 

 
 

J. Alvin Wilbanks, 
CEO/Superintendent 

 
 

THE MISSION OF 
GWINNETT 

COUNTY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 

is to pursue excellence 
in academic knowledge, 

skills, and behavior 
for each student, 

resulting in measured 
improvement against 
local, national, and 

world-class standards. 
 

P.O. Box 343 
Lawrenceville, GA 

30046-0343 
770.963.8651 

www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
 

N  E  W  S     R  E  L  E  A  S  E 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 13, 2005 
Contact: Communication and Media Relations, (770) 822-6508 

 
Grayson Cluster middle school receives $10,000 grant: 
J.P. McConnell MS honored by Intel and Scholastic  
as "School of Distinction" 
 
 Intel Corporation and Scholastic announced this afternoon via news release that 
J.P. McConnell MS is one of 20 "Schools of Distinction for Academic Achievement 
and Innovation." McConnell MS was selected for its demonstrated commitment to 
achievement and innovation, and will serve as a an exemplary model for success in the 
area of literacy achievement. As a "School of Distinction," McConnell will receive a 
$10,000 cash grant from the Intel Foundation. Representatives from the school and 
school system will go to Washington, D.C., to participate in an awards gala on Oct. 6. 
At the gala, one primary and one secondary school, selected from among this year's 
honorees, will be named "Best of the Best." These winners will receive an additional 
$15,000 grant. 
 McConnell MS, located in the Grayson Cluster, serves approximately 2,300 
students in grades 6-8. Among the literacy initiatives found at McConnell are fall and 
spring writing days; sharing and celebrating writing through conferences, workshops, 
coffeehouse readings, and school publications; focusing on student writing across 
grade levels and content areas; a PTA Literacy Committee; staff development for 
teachers on reading and writing strategies; reading intervention classes; the Community 
of Readers program; and annual author visits. 
 For information on McConnell's achievements and initiatives in the area of 
literacy, please contact Assistant Principal Debbie Klug or Principal Dan Hicks at 
770-554-1000. 
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