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Osborne MS and North Gwinnett MS post top scores on Grade 8 State 
Writing Test; 10 Gwinnett schools post scores in the top 30  

 
     Gwinnett County Public Schools’ (GCPS) 8th graders excelled on this 

year’s Grade 8 State Writing Test, with students at Osborne Middle and 

North Gwinnett Middle topping the state. Osborne MS’ Mean Scaled Score 

of 243.09 was the highest of any school in Georgia. North Gwinnett MS’ 

Mean Scaled Score of 242.40 earned it the second highest score of Georgia 

schools. In all, the scores of 10 Gwinnett middle schools were in the top 30 

scores statewide. Those schools are:  

School Mean Scaled 
Score 

Where This Score Ranks 
Statewide 

Osborne MS 243.09 1 

North Gwinnett MS 242.40 2 

Trickum MS 236.50 13 

Twin Rivers MS 235.51 14 

Crews MS 233.57 18 

Jones MS 233.53 19 

Pinckneyville MS 231.99 22 

Bay Creek MS 230.33 27 

Five Forks MS 229.98 28 

Couch MS 229.73 29 

Grade 8 statewide scores may be found at  
http://www.gadoe.org/ci_testing.aspx?PageReq=CITestingWA8  

 

     In Gwinnett, this state test serves as a local promotion requirement, 

requiring Gwinnett students to “meet” or “exceed” state standards. In addition, 

8th graders must pass five of their six courses-- including language arts and 

math-- and must meet state standards on the CRCT to earn promotion to 9th 

grade. 

                       -- more-- 



     For Osborne MS Principal John Campbell, his school’s strong 

performance on this assessment and others is a source of great pride. He 

explains, “We are especially proud of our students’ success on assessments 

requiring writing, higher-order problem solving, and the ability to take 

information and apply it to new situations. At Osborne, we believe teaching 

students to become proficient writers helps them to organize, extend, and 

deepen knowledge as well as understand ideas and gain insights from reading. 

We have made a five year commitment to teach both reading comprehension 

and writing across the curriculum to demonstrate understanding of content in 

all four core subject areas: language arts, mathematics, science, and social 

studies. This has had a powerful impact on student learning and achievement 

across the board.”  

     North Gwinnett MS Principal Wanda Law is pleased with her school’s 

accomplishments during its inaugural year. She says, “These scores are a 

reflection of the skills and dedication of our staff, as well as the expectation 

for academic rigor and success from our students and community. Writing is a 

part of our normal routine in all curriculum areas. The students know they are 

expected to write in all of their classes and they understand the important 

aspect of communication through writing. Everyone at the school is 

celebrating this accomplishment.” 

Grade 8 Writing Assessment/Gateway 

     More than 12,000 Gwinnett 8th graders took the state writing test, 

achieving a mean scale of 225, compared to Gwinnett’s scale score of 222 last 

year. Across Georgia, 119,816 students were tested, scoring a mean score of 

213 for January 2010 compared to 210 in January 2010. 

     On the 8th grade writing test, Gwinnett’s passing rate increased 

significantly from 88 percent in 2009 to 91 percent in 2010. The school 

district is especially pleased with the increase in the percentage of Gwinnett 

8th graders scoring in the “Exceeds” performance level.  

 14 percent scored in the “Exceeds” range this year, compared to 12 
percent in 2009. 

 77 percent “Met” this year, compared to 76 percent last year. 
 10 percent scored in the “Does Not Meet” range, compared to 12 

percent in 2009. 
                  -- more-- 



     Students who did not pass this first administration, but who are required to 

pass to earn promotion, have the opportunity to receive extra help in 

preparation for a retest. The results from the retest will be available prior to 

the beginning of summer school. If a student is not successful on the retest, he 

or she could attend summer school to improve their writing skills in 

preparation for another retest at the end of summer school. 

     The 8th grade state writing assessment measures a student’s ability to 

communicate in writing using an assigned prompt. The genres assessed in 8th 

grade are expository or persuasive writing. Students must demonstrate 

development of the topic; good organization of their ideas; use of language 

and vocabulary to engage the reader; and proper sentence structure, grammar, 

and mechanics. The skills reflected in the content of the test are included in 

the GCPS Academic Knowledge and Skills curriculum. 

 
Scores in this chart are rounded mean scale scores. 


