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GCPS nutrition professionals participate in culinary training    
 
     A group of Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) culinary professionals are 

managing their school cafeterias with additional skills they developed during a recent 

training. While three of the school nutrition program (SNP) managers participated by 

receiving the training, a fourth Gwinnett employee was one of the group of food 

industry experts providing it. School nutrition program managers from around the 

state gathered for a week-long professional culinary training opportunity, the 

Culinary Institute I at the University of Georgia in Athens, Georgia. 

     Culinary Institute I is a program of instruction and laboratory experience that 

concentrates on culinary skills and comprehensive menu planning, production, food 

safety, and general food science. The Gwinnett participants included school nutrition 

program managers Nancy Condon of Knight Elementary, Andrea Thomas of 

Alcova Elementary, and Monica Wilson of Chattahoochee Elementary. 

Peachtree Ridge High’s school nutrition program manager and certified chef 

Michael McEvoy shared his expertise and skills by providing some of the training. 

The program helped participants develop their management skills for meal planning, 

for providing healthier options for students, and for having more efficient production, 

all of which are vital skills for schools in meeting the requirements of the federal 

Healthy School Meals Initiative. 

     Gwinnett’s newest graduates of the Culinary Institute I now are able to: 

• Apply culinary techniques in the preparation of school nutrition menus. 
• Identify healthy behaviors that may improve personal wellness habits. 
• Analyze menus and recipes for nutrient content using computer software. 
• Apply the Dietary Guidelines for Americans and My Pyramid to their school 

nutrition program. 
 

     The School Nutrition Program (SNP) of the Georgia Department of Education 

(GaDOE) joined forces with the University of Georgia (UGA) and the University’s 

College of Family and Consumer Sciences to host the training program. For 18 years, 

the GaDOE has spearheaded this nutrition manager-focused training. 
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