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GCPS SCENE
 GCPS applauds the achievement of nearly 9,000 seniors who graduated from 
the system’s 19 high schools. What’s next for this impressive class of students?
• 88% of the students graduating report that they plan to attend college or 

postsecondary schools. 
• Seniors have been offered more than $108 million in academic, athletic, and 

military scholarships, not including the HOPE, Broad, or Gates Millennium 
scholarships. 

• More than 50% of the graduating class took at least one college-level Advanced 
Placement (AP) course during their high school years. 

• 1,905 Honor Graduates finished high school with a grade percent average of 90 or 
better.

 With its May 16 ruling, the Georgia Supreme Court declared the state’s Charter 
Schools Commission Act unconstitutional, making it unlawful for the commission 
to create charter schools and direct local dollars to their operation. The majority 
ruling favored the seven school districts (including Gwinnett County Public Schools) 
that brought the lawsuit in 2009. Locally approved charters, including New Life 
Academy of Excellence and GCPS’ three system charter schools— Gwinnett School 
of Mathematics, Science, and Technology, Maxwell High School of Technology, 
and Gwinnett Online Campus— are not affected by the ruling. GCPS officials and 
representatives of Ivy Preparatory Academy, a commission-approved charter based in 
Gwinnett, are in discussion regarding the status of the all-girl charter school for the 
2011–12 school year. Discussions have focused on Ivy Preparatory Academy’s current 
charter contract and how it might be amended to a start-up charter school petition to 
present to the Gwinnett Board of Education for consideration.

• Georgia High School Graduation Test (GHSGT): Gwinnett’s 11th grade students 
scored the system’s highest-ever passing rate in Science (96%) and met the previous 
all-time high in English/Language Arts (94%). A higher percentage of Gwinnett 
students earned the “Advanced Proficiency” or “Honors” designation when 
compared to students in the state. 

• Georgia Grade 8 Writing Test: The school system’s average passing rate increased 
from 91% in 2010 to 93% in 2011. The average scores of seven Gwinnett middle 
schools were in the top 20 scores statewide, with Osborne Middle taking the top 
spot, followed closely by North Gwinnett Middle.

 The passage of House Bill 326 (Preserving HOPE and Georgia Pre-K for Future 
Generations) brings a number of significant changes to the HOPE Scholarship 
Program that will affect Georgia students pursuing a postsecondary education in the 
state. Starting in the fall, the scholarship will be tied to lottery revenue rather than covering 
full tuition, fees, and books. For 2011–12, the scholarship will cover about 90% of tuition, 
but will not cover books, fees, or remedial courses. The new Zell Miller Scholarship for top 
students will cover full tuition. Learn more about HOPE changes online.
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http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/DCD4F6F011010BAA8525788D004FBA81/$file/2011-Senior-Report-5-11-2011.pdf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/7b206fefc3472ddf85257523004bcb46/8456f9950fe15fe1852578920055c14f?OpenDocument
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/7b206fefc3472ddf85257523004bcb46/8456f9950fe15fe1852578920055c14f?OpenDocument
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/1D784EE915A3C64B8525788E006EE903/$file/2011GHSGT-Press-Release-FINAL-2.pdf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/CFAA8F4B608ABCC585257894005BB9B0/$file/GCPS-students-take-top-two-spots-on-State-Writing-Test-5-18-2011.pdf
http://www.gacollege411.org/Financial_Aid_Planning/HOPE_Program/Georgia_s_HOPE_Scholarship_Program_Overview.aspx
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Gwinnett County Public Schools… From First-Class to World-Class
Visit the GCPS Website— www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us— to sign up for E–News, GCPS’ e-Newsletter. 

Janice Warren Principal, Anderson-Livsey Elementary
Jeffrey “Jeff” S. Hall  Principal, Maxwell High School of Technology

 The Gwinnett County Board of Education adopted its Fiscal Year (FY) 2012 
budget as recommended by CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin Wilbanks in the amount of 
$1.7 billion. In adopting the budget, the Board also tentatively adopted a millage rate of 
19.25 mills for maintenance and operations and 1.30 mills for debt service.

June 13–July 21 Local schools will follow a four-day work week (Monday to 
Thursday) between June 13 and July 21. A five-day schedule 
resumes July 25.

June 13–July 12  High School Online Summer Classes (July 4 holiday, M-Th schedule)
June 14–July 13  High School Face-to-Face Summer Classes (July 4 holiday, M-Th 

schedule)
June 16  School Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Instructional Support Center (ISC)
June 20–July 14 K–8 Academic Summer School for qualifying students (July 4 

holiday, M-Th schedule)
June 27–July 8 Summer Remediation Classes for students taking retests for Georgia 

High School Graduation Tests/Georgia High School Writing Test 
(M–F) (Registration June 22–23 at Phoenix High.)

July 4  All GCPS schools and offices closed for Independence Day
July 21  School Board Meeting, 7 p.m., ISC
August 8  First day of school
The 2011–12 calendar is available on the web. 

• 51 Gwinnett students representing 17 GCPS high schools received a share of $1 
million in Broad Prize scholarships. 

• Seven students from several GCPS high schools were named Gates Millennium 
Scholars.

• Sixteen Gwinnett high schools were ranked among the country’s top schools in the 
High School Challenge list compiled by The Washington Post, including six schools in 
the state’s top 20.

• The North Gwinnett High Percussion Ensemble won 3rd place in the WGI World 
championship. 

• Nine GCPS students won $2,500 National Merit Scholarships. Eleven students 
received $2,500 each as National Achievement Scholars. Three GCPS students were 
awarded National Merit corporate-sponsored scholarships. Twelve graduates earned 
college-sponsored National Merit Scholarships. 

• Sweetwater Middle’s 6th grade team won 1st place in the nation with a perfect score 
in the WordMasters Challenge meet. 

• GCPS was named among the best communities in the U.S. for music education by 
the National Association of Music Merchants. 

• Two Collins Hill High students earned a Congress-Bundestag Scholarship and will 
study in Germany for a year. 

• On the National French Exam, 38 Gwinnett students placed in the top 10 state 
rankings by year of study, with 25 of those students placing in the top 10 nationally.

• 51 GCPS students earned recognition for performance on the National German 
Exam, with two earning the state’s highest scores.
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http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/C8D21FBE947469538525789A007B36F8/$file/FY12_Adopted-Budget.pdf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/C8D21FBE947469538525789A007B36F8/$file/FY12_Adopted-Budget.pdf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/DB4866E1777EBE41852577A10043155F/$file/FINAL-GCPS-Calendar-2011-2012_5-25-2011.pdf


• 467 GCPS students earned recognition for performance on the National Latin Exam. 
Three earned high honors with perfect papers. 

• 107 GCPS entries move to International Student Media Festival competition by 
winning at the Georgia Student Media Festival. 

• Collins Hill High students earned state recognition in the National History Day 
contest in several categories and will advance to national competition. 

• GCPS’s School Nutrition Program was recognized by the Georgia Department of 
Education School Nutrition Program for best practices in its farm-to-school initiative. 
A number of schools were recognized for increased lunch and breakfast participation 
as well as high participation in the meal programs. 

• Diane Edwards, lead accountant for the GCPS School Nutrition Program, was 
named a recipient of the Naomi Tolbert Central Office Support Award. Alice Ertley, 
a GCPS retiree, won the Ann C Smith Hall of Fame Award—both, from the Georgia 
School Nutrition Association.

• 14 GCPS educators are among the Master Teachers certified by the state this year. 
• GCPS teams won state AAAAA championships including Peachtree Ridge High 

boys track and field, Parkview High baseball, and Brookwood High boys tennis. In 
addition, the Gwinnett Heat won 1st place in the state for adapted football. 

• Sweetwater Middle received a $15,000 “Take IT Home” grant from Computers For 
Youth, providing 422 6th grade students with a computer and instructional software 
for their home. 

• Radloff Middle teacher Caroline Raville was selected to co-host “This American 
Land,” a PBS series on the environment that will premiere in August. 

• Parkview High Teacher Mark Leviton won top honors in the state competition 
among Stock Market Game advisors for both fall and spring competition. In 
addition, the Parkview High Stock Market Team won 1st place in fall competition 
and the Mountain View High team was named state runner-up. A second Parkview 
High team was state runner-up in the spring competition.

• A Dacula High student is the state winner of the National Honor Society Scholarship 
in the amount of $1,500. 

• Hull Middle students won 1st place in the Solar Sprinter, Radiation Racer event, 
sponsored by Jackson EMC. Creekland Middle students won 3rd place in the event. 

• Three GCPS TV programs were nominated for Southeast Regional Emmy Awards. 
• Georgia School Counselor Association Region II winners from Gwinnett are 

Secondary Counselor – Kim Geer of North Gwinnett High; Writer- David Young 
of Mountain Park Elementary; Advocate – Dorothy Parker Jarrett, Summerour 
Middle principal; and Supervisor - Dianne Thompson, Director of Advisement and 
Counseling. These recipients will move on to state competition.

• Cathy Koon of Harris Elementary was the recipient of an Outstanding Special 
Teacher Award by Univision.

• Mountain Park Elementary Teacher Jeff Peterson was recognized with the Marilyn 
Brackett Excellence in Teaching Physical Education Award. 

• Brad Zickefoose of Radloff Middle and Merle Soodyall of Stripling Elementary 
were honored as “Class Act” teachers by Channel 11. 

• Teachers As Leaders, Inc., named 41 GCPS teachers to the 2011–12 Teachers As 
Leaders class.

• The work of 81 school system head custodians was honored during the 23rd annual 
Head Custodian Appreciation Breakfast. 

• A Nesbit Elementary 3rd grader produced the winning design for the 2011 Great 
Days of Service event. 
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