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Mill Creek High media specialist selected as Gwinnett’s best         
 
     Mill Creek High media specialist Julie Hatcher helped open Gwinnett’s largest 

high school in 2004. Her four years of instruction and dedication to the nearly 4,000 

Mill Creek High students has now earned her the “2008 Gwinnett County Public 

Schools Library Media Specialist of the Year” title. She was honored during a 

surprise announcement at Mill Creek High on March 20, 2008. 

     The veteran librarian joined Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) in 2001 

as a media specialist at Parkview High. Prior to that, she served one year as a 

librarian with the Gwinnett County Library System, and a similar capacity in 

Florida. She holds a bachelor’s degree in Education, a master’s in Library Science, 

and is currently working on her doctorate in Instructional Technology.  

      Ms. Hatcher describes herself not only as an avid reader, but a talker as well. 

Specially, she enjoys talking and interacting with her students about their literary 

interests. “The best part of my work day is just talking with students about books 

and what they may like to read next,” she explains. “I do not know the last time I 

actually read an ‘adult’ novel, because I find young adult literature so enjoyable.” 

     In her four years at Mill Creek High, Ms. Hatcher has played an active role with 

several initiatives to support teaching and learning. At the beginning of each school 

year, she works closely with 9th grade language arts teachers to coordinate student 

tours. She uses this opportunity to introduce students to the many resources 

available at the media center and how she can help them with their school work. A 

believer in integration, she also works with other faculty members with reading 

suggestions, planning her lessons around what teachers would like their students to 

learn, and reviewing materials for teachers that will assist them with instructing 

their classes. “Faculty members appreciate the fact that Julie is not only 

knowledgeable, but also friendly and easy to approach,” says a colleague about 

Ms. Hatcher. “She has established the media center as a competent and nurturing 

environment.”  
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      In addition to her duties at the school’s media center, Ms. Hatcher is very 

involved in and outside of the school campus. She has led Mill Creek High to  

State-level wins during the annual Readers Rally competition. Her Mill Creek High 

team recently finished first in the regional round, and third at the state level. She 

also participates in a number of professional organizations including the Georgia 

Library Media Association, the American Library Association, and its Young 

Adult Literature subcommittee. 

     Gwinnett’s Library Media Specialist of the Year title is awarded for individual 

excellence in the library media field through service to students, teachers, and 

community at the K-12 levels. Selection by the school system library media 

committee is based on an individual’s promotion of reading and literature, 

leadership role, and involvement of parents and community members as partners. 

Parents, teachers, and administrators are invited each year to nominate a media 

specialist for the countywide honor.  
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