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Gwinnett 11th graders improve already high marks  
on Georgia High School Graduation Test (GHSGT) 
 
     The results on the spring 2007 administration of the state graduation test continue a trend for 

Gwinnett juniors, whose performance topped state results. The test was administered in March to 

more than 7,600 Gwinnett 11th graders. A student must pass all sections of the GHSGT in order to 

earn a high school diploma. In addition, the GHSGT is a factor in schools earning adequate yearly 

progress (AYP) under the federal No Child Left Behind Act.  

      Gwinnett 11th graders scored the system’s highest-ever passing rate in social studies (96 

percent) and science (87 percent), and tied the system’s highest-ever passing rate in 

English/language arts (99 percent) and in mathematics (98 percent). In addition, a higher 

percentage of Gwinnett students earned the "Pass Plus" designation for higher achievement 

when compared to students in the state and metro area. 

Gwinnett and State Results 

2006-07 
GHSGT Results 

English/ Lang. 
Arts 

Mathematics Social Studies Science 

GCPS 99 98 96 87 
State 98 95 91 77 

 Pass Plus Pass Plus Pass Plus Pass Plus 
GCPS 82 72 58 33 
State 76 57 44 23 

 
(Note: Earlier this year, 97 percent of Gwinnett's students passed the writing test on the first try, 
while 94 percent passed in Georgia. The writing portion of the test was administered in October.) 

 
GHSGT 2005-06  Demographic Comparison 

     In addition, the GHSGT results are disaggregated for subgroups of students. This allows school 

systems to better evaluate progress toward eliminating the achievement gap between groups of 

students. The greatest gains in the passing rates among subgroups were found in social studies and 

science.  
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English/Language Arts gains: 
- The passing rates increased for Asian/Pacific Islander, Black, and Hispanic students. The scores for 

Asian/Pacific Islander students and Black students went up one point, while the scores of Hispanic 

students are up two percentage points.  

- English Language Learners increased 2 percentage points moving from 61 to 63 percent passing.  

- White students’ scores held steady at 98 percent passing. 

 

Mathematics results: 

- While the percentage of 11th grade first-time test-takers stayed steady at the system’s all-time high, 

most of the demographic categories saw a slight dip. Across the board, results for Asian, Black, 

Hispanic, and White students dropped by 1 percent. 

 

Social Studies gains: 

- The passing rate for Black students increased two points over last year’s results, rising from 79 to 81 

percent passing. 

- Hispanic students’ passing rates increased four points from 68 to 72 percent 

- Asian/Pacific Islander students’ passing rates, as well as those for White students, stayed steady at 

87 percent and 95 percent, respectively. 

 

Science gains: 

- Black students posted an increase in percentage passing from 59 to 62, a three percentage point gain. 

- English Language Learners’ passing rates increased 10 points from 23 to 33 percent. 

- Hispanic students’ passing rates increased nine points, rising from 44 to 53 percent. 

- The passing rate for White students remained at 88 percent. 

- Passing rates for Asian/Pacific Islander students increased from 72 to 77.  

 

 

For more information, contact Linda Mitchell, executive director for Student Accountability, 
Assessment, and Advisement, at 678-301-7025. 
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