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105 Gwinnett schools make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 
 
     AYP results from the 2008-09 school year provide further evidence that Gwinnett 

County Public Schools’ (GCPS) focus on teaching and learning is making a 

difference in terms of student achievement. 97 percent of Gwinnett County’s 

public schools met the state's accountability goals, according to information 

released by the Georgia Department of Education. Gwinnett schools continue to 

make progress under No Child Left Behind (NCLB) as evidenced by the state’s 

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) listing of Georgia schools. Of 108 Gwinnett 

schools required to meet state standards, 105 schools made AYP for the 2008-09 

school year. Other key points in terms of this year’s AYP results include:  

• All Gwinnett elementary and middle schools made AYP in 2009. 

• Two Gwinnett schools-- Richards Middle and Meadowcreek High-- made 

AYP this year after not making it in 2008.  

• Three Gwinnett schools-- Sweetwater Middle, Radloff Middle, and 

Oakland Meadow School-- moved off the needs improvement list, having 

made AYP for two consecutive years.  

• Every school required to meet AYP in the following clusters made it:  

Archer, Brookwood, Collins Hill, Dacula, Duluth, Grayson, Meadowcreek, 

Mill Creek, Mountain View, Norcross, North Gwinnett, Parkview, Peachtree 

Ridge, Shiloh, and South Gwinnett. 

     CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin Wilbanks is pleased with the progress Gwinnett 

schools are making. He says, “This year, more Gwinnett schools made AYP than 

ever before. That is a testament to the work of our schools, especially the work of our 

teachers who ensure that students learn and are prepared for the future. We realize 

that the standards for making AYP continue to increase and as a district we are 

committed to raising student achievement and meeting those standards. I am 

confident that as the achievement bar continues to rise, our schools will rise to the 

occasion, proving as they have this year that they are up to the challenge.” 

 

--more-- 

 

 



Schools Offering Choice and Supplemental Services 

     Of Gwinnett’s three schools that did not make AYP, one— Central Gwinnett 

High— does not face consequences because it made AYP the previous year. The 

remaining two schools have not made AYP for two or more years. Berkmar High and  

Phoenix High are considered “Needs Improvement” schools. As a school designated 

as “Needs Improvement” for three years (NI3), Phoenix High will move into 

corrective action. As an open campus facility, its students have choice through the 

open campus option. The school also will provide locally funded tutoring. Berkmar 

High will offer choice and Title I funded tutoring (Supplemental Educational 

Services). Berkmar students who exercise the choice option will be reimbursed for 

transportation.  

     Two of the schools making AYP in 2008-09, Meadowcreek High and Richards 

Middle will offer choice again this year, as they will need to make AYP in 2010 to 

move off the Needs Improvement list. Students who exercise choice at these two 

Title I schools will be reimbursed for transportation. Additionally, Meadowcreek 

High will offer supplemental educational services. Schools offering choice and/or 

supplemental services are mailing letters to notify parents of their school’s status and 

of the process for requesting a transfer to another school through the choice option. In 

addition to outlining the choice procedures, the letter will provide a listing of schools 

designated to accept choice transfer students for the 2009-10 school year. Those 

schools are: Couch Middle, Dacula Middle and Twin Rivers Middle, as well as 

Archer High, Dacula High, and Mountain View High. The letter also notifies parents 

of the dates for AYP Information Sessions at their school, as well as at the schools 

accepting choice transfer students. These sessions allow parents to learn about their 

options before making a transfer decision. 

     GCPS will accept requests for choice transfers until August 7. These approved 

transfers will go into effect the first week of school. With the new school year 

approaching, Chief Academic Officer Dr. Steve Flynt encourages parents interested 

in pursuing a choice transfer to do their homework. “It is important,” he says, “to 

learn as much as possible about your school’s performance and services before 

investigating choice options. After careful study, many parents opt to take advantage 

of tutoring and resources available at their school that are not found at other schools.” 

     If parents wish to seek a choice transfer for their student they should file the 

request as soon as possible. Dr. Flynt explains, “Our goal is to address all requests for 

transfers before school begins as this allows system and school leaders time to 

prepare for transferring students and is in the best interest of all our students.” 

--more-- 
 



Gwinnett Schools Not Making AYP in 2009 
School Area(s) Not 

Achieving 
AYP  

Status Consequences 

Berkmar High Graduation 
Rate 

Needs Improvement, 2nd year Choice and supplemental 
educational services  

Central Gwinnett 
High  

Graduation 
Rate 

Non-AYP None 

Phoenix High Graduation 
Rate 

Needs Improvement,  
3rd year  

Corrective Action: Open 
Campus and locally funded 
tutoring 

Note: Graduations after summer school may change the results for some schools. 
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