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Falcons’ foundation donates salad bars to four GCPS schools 
 
     Thanks to the generosity of the Atlanta Falcons Youth Foundation, Gwinnett 

County Public Schools’ (GCPS) School Nutrition Program (SNP) will be able to 

enhance the nutritious and healthy meal options it offers to students. The foundation 

has donated four salad bars, one to each of four Gwinnett schools as part of the 

organization’s Let’s Move Salad Bars to Schools efforts.  

     In all, the organization provided salad bars to 15 Georgia schools including the 

following four from Gwinnett. 

 Knight Elementary 
 Berkmar Middle  
 Couch Middle  
 Buice School  
 
     “Salad bars allow our students to build their own salads, experiment with fruits 

and veggies that they may not be familiar with, and get creative with healthy foods,” 

says Karen Hallford, Gwinnett’s registered dietitian. “They can also choose the 

items that they love or change things up from day to day.” 

     Let’s Move Salad Bars to Schools is a national effort to increase the amount and 

variety of fruits and vegetables in school lunchrooms. The donations are part of the 

foundation’s ongoing work to reduce childhood obesity and improve youth fitness in 

Georgia. In Gwinnett, the salad bars will be a new way for these four schools to 

extend their offerings of popular fresh fruits and veggies. Since August of this school 

year, the school district’s SNP has served 463, 756 chef salads and 2,086,078 side 

salads. The school nutrition professionals hope the new way of serving salads at these 

schools will encourage students to make that healthy choice. “Students are our 

customers, and students like the variety and options available on salad bars,” said 

Ken Yant, Gwinnett’s director of School Nutrition Program. “With well-stocked 

salad bars, we can make the healthy choice the easy choice.” 

     To date, the Let’s Move Salad Bars program has awarded salad bars to more than 

1,200 schools across the country. 

     The awards culminate a two-month statewide campaign to promote salad bars.  
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About The Atlanta Falcons Youth Foundation: 

Investing across Georgia, the Atlanta Falcons Youth Foundation helps nonprofit 

organizations reduce childhood obesity and improve youth fitness. The foundation 

was established in 1985 to serve as the philanthropic arm of the Atlanta Falcons. 

Since Arthur Blank acquired the Atlanta Falcons in 2002, the foundation has grown 

to be the largest owner-funded foundation in the National Football League, providing 

more than $17 million in grants to nonprofit organizations across the state of 

Georgia. 

 

Representative of the news media are invited to visit a school’s salad bar. To 

schedule a visit, they should coordinate with the Department of Communication and 

Media Relations by calling 678-301-6020. 
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