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Gates Millennium Scholars: 
Three of Gwinnett’s brightest students earn full scholarships   
 

     Three Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) students have been honored 

as “2008 Gates Millennium Scholars,” earning a full scholarship for undergraduate 

work, as well as selected graduate and doctoral studies. The Gwinnett honorees 

are:  

• Joy Choi -- Peachtree Ridge High  
Joy will attend Harvard University where she plans to focus on urban 
studies.  
 

• Simone Elder – South Gwinnett High  
Simone will attend Rice University where she plans to study chemistry 
and/or religion.  
 

• José Hernández – Mill Creek High  
José will attend the University of Georgia where he plans to major in 
business.  
 

      The Gates Millennium Scholars program, funded by a grant from the Bill and 

Melinda Gates Foundation, and administered by the United Negro College Fund, 

promotes academic excellence for outstanding minority low-income students. It 

provides thousands of students the opportunity to reach their full potential. In order 

to earn the scholarship, the GCPS high school seniors participated in a lengthy and 

competitive application process. Honorees were selected based on a review of their 

academic record, community involvement and extracurricular activities, and their 

families’ need for financial assistance. The program recognizes high achieving 

African American, American Indian/Alaska Native (must provide proof of tribal 

enrollment), Asian/Pacific Islander, and Hispanic American students. 
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      The Gates Millennium Scholars program was established in 1999 by a grant of 

more than $1 billion from the United Negro Fund. In order to reach and support its 

constituents, the organization has partnered with the American Indian Graduate 

Center Scholars, the Asian and Pacific Islander American Scholarship Fund, the 

Hispanic Scholarship Fund, and the United Negro Fund.  

 

*Note: All scholarships are reported directly to students. That said, the 

school system does not receive a list of Gates Millennium Scholars but 

relies on student reporting.  

 

      For more information about the Gates Millenium Program visit www.gmsp.org 

or contact 1-877-690-4677.    
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