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Stay Connected to GCPS
•	 Watch	GCPS TV	on	your	local	cable	station	or	stream	shows	online	at	

www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcpstv/
•	 Find	Gwinnett County Public Schools	on	Facebook.
•	 Follow	us	on	Twitter at GwinnettSchools.
•	 Check	out	the	GCPS	website	at	www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us where	you	can	
	 –	Sign	up	for	RSS feeds,	and

–	Subscribe to electronic publications,	including	
			GCPS eNews	and	the	BeThere@GCPS	e-newsletter	for	involved	parents.

Our Vision, Mission, and Goals 

GCPS’ Vision: What we aspire to be… 

Gwinnett County Public Schools will become a system of world-class schools 
where students acquire the knowledge and skills to be successful as they  
continue their education at the postsecondary level and/or enter the workforce.

GCPS’ Mission: Why we exist, our core business… 

The mission of Gwinnett County Public Schools is to pursue excellence in 
academic knowledge, skills, and behavior for each student, resulting in  
measured improvement against local, national, and world-class standards.

GCPS’ Strategic Goals: The plan for achieving our mission… 
Strategic Goals for the school system clearly connect to the vision and mission— 
the “world-class” status we intend to achieve.

Your student’s smart phone or tablet is 
good for more than online chats, so-
cial network updates, and Angry Birds 
marathons. Click to try some 
free applications that can 
keep your student learning 
and productive on the go.
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Message from the CEO/Superintendent

Pursuing ‘world-class’ to meet 
the demands of the 21st century

Gwinnett	County	Public	Schools	(GCPS)	takes	very	seriously	the	concept	of	“world-
class	schools.”	It	is	not	a	cliché	to	us	but	rather	the	ideal	state	we	work	toward	every	day	
in	every	facet	of	the	school	system.	In	fact,	the	district	has	outlined	a	number	of	char-
acteristics	that	are	found	in	a	world-class	school	and	several	of	our	current	initiatives	
are	moving	us	toward	our	vision	of	becoming	a	system	of	world-class	schools.

For	example,	two	characteristics	call	for	“high	academic	standards	for	all”	and	“a	
comprehensive,	challenging,	and	relevant	curriculum.”	The	implementation	of	the	
Common Core State Standards	is	a	natural	fit	with	our	rigorous	AKS	curriculum.	
They	provide	a	consistent,	clear	understanding	of	what	students	are	expected	to	learn,	
so	teachers	and	parents	know	what	they	need	to	do	to	help	them.	The	standards	are	
designed	to	be	robust	and	relevant	to	the	real	world,	reflecting	the	knowledge	and	skills	
that	our	young	people	need	for	success	in	college	and	careers.

Another	trait	of	a	world-class	school	is	the	use	of	effective	and	engaging	instructional	
strategies.	eCLASS	will	help	engage	learners	and	make	learning	more	real	and	relevant	
to	students	who	have	never	known	a	world	without	sophisticated	technology.	Add	to	
that	our	work	to	expand	STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathemat-
ics) offerings	in	grades	K–12,	helping	students	gain	the	knowledge,	skills,	and	expertise	
they	will	need	to	succeed	in	college,	work,	and	life	in	the	21st	century.

Our eCLASS	initiative	also	will	help	us	embody	another	characteristic	of	world-class	
schools	as	we	build	on	existing	information	technology	systems	to	advance	teaching	
and	learning.	We	want	to	provide	students	and	teachers	the	resources	they	need	to	be	
successful…	resources	that	already	are	a	part	of	their	everyday,	media-rich	lives.

It	goes	without	saying	that	all	of	these	initiatives	are	dependent	on	having	high-
performing	and	inspiring	employees	who	are	committed	to	their	students	and	their	
profession,	another	characteristic	found	in	world-class	schools.	I	firmly	believe	our	dis-
trict’s	work	to	pilot	a	new	evaluation system for teachers and leaders will	help	make	
Gwinnett’s	very	good	teachers	even	better.

As	part	of	our	culture	of	continuous	quality	improvement,	GCPS	is	always	seeking	to	
build	on	what	is	best	about	the	school	district	today	to	ensure	we	are	even	better	in	the	
future.	That	is	another	characteristic	found	in	world-class	organizations.

And	while	all	of	these	are	important,	we	can	never	underestimate	another	very	im-
portant	characteristic…	productive	community	and	parental	partnerships.	That	is	why	
I	encourage	you	to	stay	involved	in	our	schools	and	keep	abreast	of	these	and	other	
initiatives	underway	to	improve	our	schools.	Working	together,	we	can	keep	everyone	
moving	in	the	same	direction…	toward	realizing	our	vision	of	becoming	a	system	of	
world-class	schools!

“…I encourage you to 
stay involved in our 
schools and keep abreast 
of these and other 
initiatives underway 
to improve our schools. 
Working together, we can 
keep everyone moving 
in the same direction… 
toward realizing our 
vision of becoming a 
system of world-class 
schools!”

J. Alvin Wilbanks, 

CEO/Superintendent
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Looking to 
the future…

Ready for  
college and career

Not so long ago, a high school diploma still 
opened the door to a variety of jobs at a decent 
wage. Not today. The Information Age and 
global marketplace demand a broader range 
and depth of knowledge and a different set 
of skills…a skill set that students may start 
building in high school but one that will require 
postsecondary work, whether a certification 
program, a trade school, a two-year technical 
college, or a four-year university degree and 
beyond. So how does a Gwinnett education 
bolster college- and career-readiness? Find 
stories throughout this issue about how 
classroom experiences prepare your student for 
life, learning, and work in the 21st century— 
from robotics and word study at the elementary 
level to the range of technical and career 
education options and world language study at 
the middle and high school levels.

Puckett’s Mill Elementary students 
use LEGOS in robotics competi-
tions and in classroom activities. 
Click here for a photo album.
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Members of the 

Technology Student 

Association (TSA) 

at Collins Hill High 

prepare for the VEX 

robotics event at the 

TSA State Conference 

last spring. Their 

robot, tagged 5394, 

was programmed 

to complete a task 

in competition with 

other robots. TSA is 

one of several student 

organizations in which 

young people can 

hone technical and 

career skills, compete 

with peers, and 

develop into leaders.



Career and Technical Education in GCPS Middle and High Schools

Education meets the ‘Real World’
“We know that every child 
needs education beyond 
high school. The question 
is, ‘In what field and at 
what school?’ Technical 
and career education in 
GCPS can be the spark 
that leads to that perfect 
postsecondary match or 
a student’s dream job.”

Curriculum Director  
Jody Reeves

Maxwell High School of 
Technology students prep 
vegetables for a meal, 
one of the essential skills 
for those preparing for  
a future in the  
Culinary Arts.

From	the	early	grades	through	gradua-
tion,	Gwinnett	students	receive	career	and	
college	guidance—	learning	about	emerg-
ing	careers,	using	careercruising.com and	
GAcollege411.org	to	explore	professions	
and	postsecondary	options,	and	taking	
interest	and	aptitude	assessments.

Experts	say	that	students	make	con-
nections	when	they	can	apply	core	aca-
demics	in	hands-on	settings.	Those	real-
world	applications	are	what	career	and	
technical	education	in	GCPS	is	all	about,	
says	Jody Reeves,	curriculum	direc-
tor	for	Technical	Education,	Computer	
Science,	and	Work-Based	Learning.	More	
than	70,000	students	participate	in	the	

middle	and	high	school	programs.
All	Gwinnett	high	schools	
offer	courses	in	business,	

computer	science,	marketing,	and	video	
broadcast.	Most	have	engineering		and	
family	and	consumer	science,	and	many	
include	teaching	as	an	option.	Specialized	
programs	expand	career-focused	offer-
ings.	(See pages 9–10.)	Some	classes	ful-
fill	elective	requirements	toward	gradu-
ation,	with	some	meeting	the	required	
4th	science	for	graduation	and	others	
filling	math	or	language	arts	require-
ments.	Ms.	Reeves	notes	that	students	
who	take	three	or	more	career-technical	
education	classes	boast	higher	graduation	
and	attendance	rates	than	their	peers.

Through	“connections”	classes,	middle	
schoolers	are	introduced	to	engineering,	
business	and	marketing,	computer	science,	
and	family	and	consumer	science.	
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Learn more 
in stories in 
this issue.

Throughout this section on 
technical and career education, 
click on blue highlighted areas 
(visible when you roll your cursor 
over the page) to learn more online.



5

Career	and	technical	education	can	
offer	a	window	into	the	future,	giving	stu-
dents	a	chance	to	“try	on”	different	fields	
or	discover	a	true	passion	and	get	a	jump	
on	postsecondary	learning	and	career.	
One	way	students	can	get	an	early	start	
is	taking	college-level	classes	during	
high	school.	Articulation agreements	with	
technical	colleges	and	dual enrollment 

programs	allow	students	in	select	dis-
ciplines	to	complete	work	in	high	school	

and	receive	college	credit	or	exempt	en-
try-level	classes.	The	process	eliminates	
the	duplication	of	courses	at	the	college	
level,	saving	students	time	and	money.	
With	articulation,	students	must	pass	the	
college’s	qualifying	exam	in	order	to	earn	
college	credit	or	placement.	Articulated	
college-level	courses	are	taught	by	teach-
ers	at	the	high	school.	Dual-enrollment	
courses	may	be	taught	at	the	high	school	
or	at	the	college.	In	effect,	the	GCPS	

teachers	are	unpaid	adjunct	professors	
for	the	college.	Last	year,	more	than	200	
technical	education	students	earned	
college	credit	while	still	in	high	school.	
(Note:	Gwinnett	students	who	are	not	
enrolled	in	technical	classes	also	have	op-
tions	to	earn	college	credit	or	exemption	
from	college	classes,	including	Advanced	
Placement	exams,	and	the	Accel	and	
Move	On	When	Ready	dual-enrollment	
programs.	Learn	more	in	“The	Choice	
Book,”	the	class	catalog	for	students.)

Work-Based Learning
Juniors	and	seniors	can	pursue	real-

world	experience	while	earning	class	
credits	through	Work-Based Learning 

(WBL). Students	follow	a	written	training	
agreement	and	develop	a	portfolio	dur-
ing	their	work	experience.	Every	Gwin-
nett	high	school	has	a	coordinator	who	
can	answer	questions	about	the	appro-
priate	course	placement	for	a	student.	
Students	with	cooperative placements are	
simultaneously	enrolled	in	a	technical	
education	course	that	is	directly	related	
to	a	job	placement.	Co-op	students	
earn	pay	for	their	work.	Internships may	
be	paid	or	unpaid.	Student	interns	
complete	coursework	related	to	the	
placement	before	starting	an	internship.	
With	an	apprenticeship, students	commit	
to	a	2,000-hour	program	during	high	
school	and	through	their	postsecond-
ary	schooling	in	a	chosen	career	field.	
Work	site	mentors	and	faculty	advisors	
guide	students	throughout	their	experi-
ence.	“Work	Based	Learning	helped	
me	to	learn	quite	a	bit	about	running	a	
successful	business	as	well	as	opening	
a	new	world	for	my	future,”	says	Tyler,	a	
Peachtree Ridge High student.	Last	year,	
873	WBL	students	earned	more	than	
$815,000,	money	that	helped	sustain	
Gwinnett	County’s	economy.	

Students start ahead in college with articulation, dual enrollment

Ready for College and Career

Programs prepare students for next level

Industry certification puts	a	stamp	of	approval	on	technical	and	career	education	
programs	that	are	aligned	with	workplace	standards	and	boast	high-quality	instruc-
tors	and	equipment,	and	industry	support.	Certification	is	pursued	on	an	individual	
school	and	program	basis	and	typically	is	effective	for	five	years	with	an	option	to	
renew.	The	state	Department	of	Education	issues	grants	to	fund	the	certification	
process,	which	involves	extensive	documentation	and	on-site	evaluation	by	in-field	
experts.	While	certification	requirements	vary	from	program	to	program,	most	
focus	on	curriculum	alignment;	facilities,	labs,	and	equipment;	instructor	qualifi-
cations;	and	opportunities	for	students	through	work-based	learning	and	student	
organizations.	Program	safety	and	involvement	in	the	program	by	industry	and	the	
business	communities	also	may	be	assessed.	In	Gwinnett,	close	to	40	school-based	
programs	hold	industry	certification,	including	specialized	programs	at	Maxwell 

High School of Technology	and	the	Technical Education Program at Grayson High,	as	well	as	
marketing,	business	and	computer	science,	engineering	and	technology,	and	video	
broadcast	journalism	programs	in	many	of	GCPS’	traditional	high	schools.

GCPS programs earn industry certification
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Maxwell houses on-site 
Georgia Pre-K classes.
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What do  

I want to be 

when I grow up?

CAREER PATHWAYSCAREER PATHWAYS

What are 
my choices?

How will I know what’s right for me?

… And in Gwinnett
Most	Pathways	currently	ap-

proved	by	the	state	are	available	in	
Gwinnett’s	traditional	high	schools,	
and/or	the	district’s	specialized	
schools	with	a	technical/career	
focus.	

The	courses	listed	in	GCPS’	
course	catalog—	called	“The	
Choice	Book”—	may	be	taken	as	
an	individual	elective	course,	but	
the	strength	of	the	Pathway	lies	in	
completing	an	established	program	
of	study	that	leads	to	validation	
through	an	industry-based	assess-
ment.	(See story to far right.) 

As	new	Pathways	are	created	and	
approved	by	the	state	DOE	and	
Gwinnett	County	Public	Schools,	
course	offerings	will	continue	to	be	
updated.	Not	all	Pathways	will	be	
available	in	all	high	schools.

•	 Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources

•	 Architecture and Construction

•	 Arts, Audio/Video Technology, and 

Communications

•	 Business Management and Administration

•	 Education and Training

•	 Energy Systems

•	 Finance

•	 Government and Public Administration

•	 Health Science

•	 Hospitality and Tourism

•	 Human Services

•	 Information Technology

•	 Law, Public Safety, Corrections, and 

Security

•	 Manufacturing

•	 Marketing

•	 Science, Technology, Engineering, and 

Mathematics (STEM)

•	 Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics

About Career Pathways in Georgia…
Georgia	high	school	students	have	the	opportunity	to	test	drive	a	possible	career	

by	pursuing	a	Career Pathway.	Pathways	are	a	concentration	of	three	to	four	techni-
cal	and/or	academic	courses	that	offer	a	seamless	path	to	postsecondary	work	
in	college	or	technical	school	in	a	designated	field—	for	instance,	Computing,	
Music	Technology,	Construction,	Accounting,	or	Health	Science.	The	creation	and	
implementation	of	Pathways	is	a	national	trend	in	career	and	technical	education.	
As	of	the	2011–12	school	year,	the	Georgia	Department	of	Education	(GaDOE)	
has	approved	more	than	50	Career	Pathways.	(GCPS students may pursue many of 
these Pathways. See stories to the right.)

State	law	calls	for	an	expansion	of	the	Pathways	program	in	coming	years	and	
more	emphasis	on	age-appropriate	career	education	at	all	grade	levels.	Under	
House	Bill	186,	passed	in	2011,	9th	graders	will	select,	with	the	help	of	their	fam-
ily	and	school	advisors,	a	Career	Pathway	to	explore	during	high	school,	with	the	
possibility	of	real-life	experience	in	the	field	before	graduation	and	preparation	
for	college	and	career.	Under	this	session’s	House	Bill	713,	the	expanded	Pathway	
project	is	expected	to	be	delayed.	A	proposed	2013–14	implementation	would	give	
the	state	more	time	to	work	with	advisory	teams	to	develop	the	program	and	with	
business	leaders	to	cultivate	work-based	learning	opportunities.	Resources	will	
be	developed	for	elementary	students	to	experience	career	awareness,	for	middle	
school	students	to	experience	career	exploration,	and	for	high	school	students	to	
experience	career	development.

As	planned,	students	will	have	more	options	in	2013–14,	with	dozens	of	new	
Pathways—	including	Visual	Arts,	National	Security,	Foreign	Language,	and	En-
ergy—	under	a	wider	range	of	17	Career Clusters. Georgia’s	existing	pathways	will	be	
evaluated	and	aligned	with	the	new	Career	Clusters	(16	Clusters	designated	in	the	
National	Career	Cluster	Framework	plus	Energy	Systems).	Georgia’s	broad	Career	
Clusters	will	be:

Watch for more on these options as Georgia’s Pathways program takes shape.
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End-of-Pathway 
Certification

Students	pursuing	Pathways	may	
take	a	culminating	exam,	finishing	
high	school	studies	with	an	industry-
specific	certificate,	credential,	or	
endorsement.	

End-of-Pathway	assessments	are	
sanctioned	by	the	Georgia	Depart-
ment	of	Education,	and	reflect	nation-
al	industry	standards,	national	occupa-
tional	assessments,	or	state	licensures/
state-developed	assessments.

End-of-Pathway certification	assures	
college	admission	officers	and	
prospective	employers	that	the	
certified	graduate	has	knowledge	
and	skills	prescribed	by	industry.	
Students	are	encouraged	to	include	
these	credentials	on	their	résumé.	
More	than	two	dozen	End-of-Pathway	
certification	exams	are	available.	

What do  

I want to be 

when I grow up?
What will it 
take to be  

successful?

CAREER PATHWAYSCAREER PATHWAYS

How will I know what’s right for me?

Pathways in Traditional High Schools in Gwinnett
Courses	needed	to	complete	about	half	of	the	currently	designated	Pathways	are	

available	in	most	traditional	Gwinnett	high	schools	in	these	broad	areas:
•	 Business and Computer Science— Administrative	and	Information	Support,	

Computer	Networking,	Computer	Systems	and	Support,	Computing,	Financial	
Management	(Accounting	and	Services),	Interactive	Media,	and	Small	Business	
Development

•	 Engineering/Technology— Architecture,	Electronics	and	Robotics,	Energy	
Systems,	Engineering,	Energy	Graphics	and	Design,	and	Manufacturing

•	 Family and Consumer Science— Consumer	Services,	Culinary	Arts,	Early	
Childhood	Education,	Interior	Design,	Nutrition	and	Food	Science,	and	
Teaching	as	a	Profession

•	 Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (JROTC)— Air	Force	units	
(Shiloh High	and	North Gwinnett High),	Army	units	(Norcross High	and	South 

Gwinnett High),	Marine	Unit	(Parkview High),	and	Navy	units	(Duluth High	and	
Peachtree Ridge High)

•	 Marketing— Fashion	Marketing,	Marketing	and	Management,	Marketing	
Communications	and	Promotion,	Sports	and	Entertainment	Marketing,	and	
Travel	Marketing	and	Lodging	Management

•	 Video Broadcast Journalism— Video	Broadcast	Journalism

Pathways in GCPS’ Specialized Schools
An	additional	27	Pathways	may	be	pursued	through	these	specialized	programs:

•	 Grayson High Technical Education Program— Advanced	Engineering;	
Biotechnology;	Commercial	Photography;	Culinary	Arts;	Digital	Media	and	
Animation;	Information	Technology	and	Network	Systems;	Law	and	Justice;		
Music	Recording;	Music	Technology;	Sports	Medicine;	Veterinary	Science;	and	
Video	Production	and	Television	Broadcast

•	 Maxwell High School of Technology— Architecture,	Drawing,	and	
Design;	Automotive	Collision	Repair	(I	and	II);	Automotive	Services	(I	and	
II);	Aviation–Aircraft	Flight	Operations;	Construction;	Cosmetology	and	
Barbering;	Culinary	Arts;	Early	Childhood	Education;	Electronics	and	Robotics;		
Graphic	Communications	and	Design;	Healthcare	Science	(Diagnostics,	
Emergency	Services,	Medical	Services,	and	Nursing);	Interior	Design	(starting	
in	2012–13);	Law	and	Justice;	and	Welding
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Nearly	5,000	students	across	the	
district	participate	in	local	affiliates	of	
national	and	international	technical	
and	career	education-related	student	
organizations,	including:
•	 DECA— DECA	provides	activities	for	

students	learning	marketing,	man-
agement,	and	entrepreneurial	skills.

•	 Future Business Leaders of America—	
FBLA	prepares	middle	and	high	
school	students	for	success	in	
business	leadership.

•	 Family, Career, and Community Leaders 

of America—	FCCLA	helps	stu-
dents	become	leaders	and	address	
important	personal,	family,	work,	
and	social	issues	through	family	
and	consumer	sciences	education.	

•	 Future Educators Association— FEA	
supports	young	people	interested	
in	education-related	careers.	

•	 Future Farmers of America Associa-

tion— FFA	is	an	integral	compo-
nent	of	the	agricultural	education	
program,	encompassing	more	
than	300	careers—	from	agri-
science	to	biotechnology	to	turf-
grass	management.	

•	 For Inspiration and Recognition of Sci-

ence and Technology— FIRST	builds	

science,	engineering,	and	technol-
ogy	skills	that	inspire	innovation	
in	STEM	fields.	

•	 Health Occupations Students of 

America— HOSA	offers	opportu-
nities	for	knowledge,	skill,	and	
leadership	development	of	health	
occupations	students.

•	 SkillsUSA— SkillsUSA	helps	
develop	leadership	skills	and	
workplace	competencies	through	
trade	and	industrial,	technical,	
and	health	occupations	courses	
and	programs.	

•	 Technology Student Association—TSA	
prepares	members	to	be	successful	
leaders	and	responsible	citizens	
in	a	technological	society	through	
co-curricular	activities.
Through	involvement	in	technical	

and	career	organizations,	students	
finetune	career	skills	and	further	
develop	their	capacity	as	leaders.		
Gwinnett	students	who	are	mem-
bers	of	these	organizations	also	
compete	with	their	peers,	earning	
hundreds	of	awards	at	the	state	level	
over	the	past	five	years,	and	gain-
ing	recognition	nationally	and	even	
internationally.

Student organizations build leaders
State plan for college- and 
career-readiness approved

On	Feb. 9,	federal	education	officials	
approved	the	state’s	newly	developed		
College and Career Ready Performance Index	
(CCRPI)	as	Georgia’s	measure	for	Adequate	
Yearly	Progress	(AYP),	starting	in	the	
2012–13	school	year.	The	index	will	measure	
progress	on	accountability	indicators	such	
as	content	mastery,	student	attendance,	and	
the	next	level	of	preparation.	Indicators	vary	
by	grade	and	school	level	and	align	with	
measures	of	college-	and	career-	readiness.	
Under	the	waiver	granted	by	the	U.S.	De-
partment	of	Education,	the	CCRPI	replaces	
provisions	of	the	federal	No	Child	Left	
Behind	(NCLB)	Act.

“The	state’s	waiver	will	address	several	con-
cerns	Georgia’s	schools	had	regarding	NCLB/
AYP	requirements,”	says	GCPS CEO/Superin-

tendent J. Alvin Wilbanks.	“While	the	waiver	
removes	the	requirement	that	all	students	be	
proficient	in	reading	and	math	by	2014,	there	
is	accountability	that	students	will	be	pre-
pared	for	college	and	careers	and	that	schools	
will	be	focused	on	improving	achievement	
among	all	students.	That	is	consistent	with	
our	efforts	in	Gwinnett	to	close	the	achieve-
ment	gap	and	ensure	success	for	all	students.”

He	notes	that	the	broad,	comprehensive	
indicators	in	the	approved	index	provide	
a	more	realistic	picture	of	how	schools	are	
performing.

“I’m no longer afraid to go out and 
shoot whatever I want. What might 
be a boring scene to one person, 
through the eyes of a camera, 
it can be made into something 
beautiful. That’s my favorite part 
about photography… with a little 
imagination, anything is possible.”

Kayla
Digital Media Production  
and Design Student
Phoenix High
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Maxwell High School of Technology, a	system	charter	school,	currently	
serves	about	800	students.	For	2012–13,	Maxwell	will	offer	these	17	
cutting-edge	programs:
• Architecture, Drawing, and Design 
• Auto Collision Repair (I and II)
• Automotive Services (I and II)
• Aviation–Aircraft Flight Operations 
• Construction 
• Cosmetology/Barbering 
• Culinary Arts 
• Early Childhood Education/Internship 
• Electronics/Robotics 

• Graphic Communications and Design 
• Healthcare Science–Diagnostics 
• Healthcare Science–Emergency Services 
• Healthcare Science–Medical Services 
• Healthcare Science–Therapeutic 

Services-Nursing 
• Interior Design 
• Law and Justice 
• Welding

State-of-the-art	technology,	equipment,	and	facilities	go	beyond	what	
is	available	in	a	traditional	high	school.	Students	explore	industries	in	
depth	and	gain	real-world	experience,	both	in	the	classroom	and	through	
Work-Based Learning, before	entering	college	or	joining	the	workforce.	Cur-
rent	sophomores	and	juniors	with	at	least	eight	credit	hours	are	eligible	to	
register	for	the	2012–13	school	year.	GCPS	provides	transportation	to	and	
from	all	local	high	schools	for	the	half-day	program.	Students	attend	their	
home	school	for	the	other	half	of	the	day.

As	a	charter	school,	Maxwell	continues	to	develop	new	programs	and	
options	for	students.	For	instance,	the	Maxwell	staff	coordinates	learning	
opportunities	with	faculty	from	the	nearby	Gwinnett School of Mathemat-

ics, Science, and Technology,	another	Gwinnett	charter	school.	The	school	
houses	Georgia	pre-K	classes	for	hands-on	experience	in	early	childhood	
education.	Many	Maxwell	programs	have	earned	industry certification. Max-
well	instructors	are	experts	in	their	fields,	bringing	rich	workplace	experi-
ence	and	extensive	knowledge	into	the	classroom.	

Each	area	of	study	includes	at	least	one	academic	course	that	will	count	
toward	graduation,	Board	of	Regents	admission	requirements,	and	HOPE	
GPA	calculation.	Depending	on	the	field	of	study,	students	may	earn	in-
dustry	credentials	as	well	as	college	credit	or	advanced	placement	through	
articulation agreements and	dual enrollment with	postsecondary	technical	col-
leges	and	universities.	For	instance,	students	in	the	healthcare	programs	
can	graduate	with	up	to	14	credit	hours	at	Gwinnett	Technical	College.	
Recent	graduates	from	Maxwell’s	nursing	program	earned	CNA	certifi-
cation	and	garnered	on-the-job	experience	at	Gwinnett	Medical	Center	
while	in	high	school.	Gwinnett	Medical	has	offered	part-time	jobs	to	the	
graduates	while	they	pursue	either	a	two-year	or	a	four-year	degree.

Because	students	need	both	technical	knowledge	and	“soft	skills”	to	
gain	a	competitive	advantage	in	the	marketplace,	all	Maxwell	students	
participate	in	the	Maxwell	Work Ready program	in	which	they	learn	conflict	
resolution,	business	etiquette,	business	ethics,	job	application	completion,	
résumé	writing,	and	interviewing.	Students	also	participate	in	career	and	
technical	education	student organizations,	with	opportunities	to	compete	for	
recognition	and	scholarships.
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Registration	is	open	for	the	2012–13	school	year	for	the	Technical Edu-

cation Program at Grayson High,	with	12	innovative	instructional	programs	
in	a	state-of-the-art	facility,	located	on	the	Grayson	campus:
• Advanced Engineering 
• Biotechnology 
• Commercial Photography 
• Culinary Arts 
• Digital Media Design and Animation 
• IT and Network Systems 

• Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice 
• Music Recording 
• Music Technology 
• Sports Medicine 
• Veterinary Science 
• Video Production and TV Broadcast 

Each	area	of	study	includes	at	least	one	academic	course	that	will	
count	toward	graduation,	Board	of	Regents	admission	requirements,	and	
HOPE	GPA	calculation.	Grayson’s	half-day	program	is	open	to	students	
from	around	the	county.	However,	students	are	responsible	for	their	
own	transportation.	Students	may	attend	their	home	school	for	half	of	
the	day	or	transfer	to	Grayson	as	a	full-time	student.	Enrollment	is	grow-
ing,	with	nearly	600	students	expected	in	the	program	next	school	year.

The	various	areas	align	with	Career Pathways and	most	offer	End-of-
Pathway	assessments,	some	of	which	are	industry-level certifications	that	
give	students	a	tangible	way	to	showcase	their	expertise	in	their	field.	

Students	are	able	to	put	their	skills	and	knowledge	to	work	through	
the	Work-Based Learning	(WBL)	program.	Former	WBL	students	from	
Grayson	have	been	offered	full-time	positions	in	their	field	because	of	
skills	shown	during	their	internship/apprenticeship	experience.

Students	may	be	able	to	earn	college	credit	or	advanced	placement	
through	dual enrollment and articulation agreements with	postsecondary	
technical	colleges	and	universities.	For	instance,	students	can	graduate	
from	the	school’s	Law	Enforcement	program	with	more	than	a	semester	
of	college	credit	at	Gwinnett	Tech	in	the	area	of	criminal	justice.

Grayson	instructors	take	their	industry	experience	into	the	classroom	to	
give	students	a	window	into	their	future.	Industry-certified programs ensure	
that	students	are	learning	to	industry	standards,	an	advantage	when	
graduates	enter	the	workplace.	Grayson’s	Culinary	Arts	program	was	the	
first	such	program	in	Georgia	to	earn	industry certification.

Students	in	selected	programs	may	participate	in	regional,	state,	and	
national	competitions	through	student organizations. In	addition	to	promot-
ing	career-related	knowledge	and	skills	and	service	opportunities,	these	
organizations	teach	leadership	skills,	encourage	teamwork,	and	help	
develop	professionalism	and	business	ethics.	

Every	student	participates	in	the	Grayson	Work Ready program	to	build	
“soft	skills”	needed	in	the	workplace	and	to	prepare	for	the	Georgia 

Work Ready Assessment.	Topics	include	preparing	résumés,	interviewing,	
appropriate	workplace	behavior	and	dress,	ethics,	punctuality,	and	
financial	literacy.
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A Grayson technical education 
teacher looks over the vertical 
axis wind generator designed 
by his Advanced Engineering 
student. The two are determining 
the best way to attach an 
automotive generator in order 
to charge a car battery for an 
alternative energy demonstration.

Grayson photos by Commercial 
Photography students and 
instructor Carisa Griffin.
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Technology Teacher Mike Reilly has no 
doubt. Someday, kids in this room are 
going to be known as their generation’s 
Steve Jobs or the next Mark Zuckerberg. 
Forget their parents’ garage or their col-
lege dorm room though. For these GCPS 
wunderkinds,	their entrepreneurial 
dreams could first emerge around a con-
ference table or a collaborative computer 
station in Lanier High’s Center for Design 

and Technology (CDAT).

CDAT,	now	in	its	second	year,	is	a	
four-year	program	that	sparks	inno-
vation	through	project-based	learn-
ing	and	a	blend	of	core	subjects	and	
technology-based	AKS.	Beginning	with	
30	students	in	the	inaugural	year,	the	
program	has	grown	to	about	100	stu-
dents	today,	with	200	expected	for	the	
2012–13	year	as	the	concept	expands.	

The	freshman	year	offers	a	sampler	
of	technology	options	in	multimedia	
digital	entertainment	with	an	engi-
neering	overlay—	music	technol-
ogy,	animation,	web	development,	
3-D	design—	from	which	students	
will	select	a	specialty	in	10th	grade.	
Core	content	for	9th	graders	in-
cludes	mathematics,	language	arts,	
physical	education,	and	health,	while	
sophomores	blend	world	history	and	
world	literature	with	their	chosen	
technology	focus.	Students	explore	
creative	expression	and	cement	content	
knowledge	using	tech-based	produc-
tion	skills.

A	team	of	subject-area	teachers	
works	with	each	grade	level,	with	Mr.	
Reilly	teaching	technology	subjects	
for	both	9th	and	10th	graders.	Stu-
dents	spend	three	hours	a	day	in	their	
CDAT subjects.	That	uninterrupted	
block	gives	teachers	and	students	
flexibility	and	builds	relationships.	

CDAT	encourages	a	different	sort	
of	teaching	as	well.	Not	so	much	a	
“sage	on	the	stage”	but	a	facilitator	of	
guided	learning.	“The	kids	are	in	the	
driver’s	seat,”	says	Lanier	High	Prin-
cipal	Kerensa Wing.	“It’s	an	incredible	
way	to	get	kids	engaged,	to	find	their	
niche,	discover	where	they	belong,	
and	learn	what	they	can	become.”

Pre-assessments	in	the	core	subject	
areas	help	teachers	plan	a	streamlined	
classroom	experience	and	iden-
tify	students	who	need	additional	
academic	support.	(Small-group,	
teacher-led	sessions	hit	targeted	prob-
lem	areas	for	students	who	need	more	
help.)	Students	must	show	mastery	
of	the	core	AKS	before	embarking	on	
the	related,	cross-curricular	project.

“I	really	love	the	way	we	are	able	
to	learn	something	and	then	apply	
it	to	our	project,”	says	9th	grader	
Caitlin.	“Because	of	this,	it	feels	like	I	
retain	more	information	rather	than	
remembering	the	AKS	for	the	test	
and	then	forgetting	it	afterward.	I	also	
like	integrating	different	subjects	and	
seeing	how	they	work	together.”

The	freshman	year	is	structured—	
small	groups	for	projects,	frequent	
status	checks,	and	plenty	of	teacher	
input.	As	students	mature,	flexible	
class	time,	enhanced	creative	oppor-
tunities,	and	larger	groups	for	proj-

Student teams maintain project 
websites with shared access between 
teammates and teachers. Online tools 
facilitate collaboration on projects. 

Center for 
Design and 
Technology  
at Lanier 
High 

A maze 
designed 

in 3-D 
software.
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ects	mirror	a	workplace	environment.	
In	the	junior	and	senior	years,	students	
will	work	in	internships	or	pursue	start-
up	ventures,	focusing	on	semester-long	
projects	that	solve	a	problem	in	the	com-
munity	or	have	potential	to	turn	a	profit.

For	current	CDAT	students,	the	typi-
cal	project	cycle	involves	three	weeks	
focused	on	core	content	and	technology	
skill	development,	followed	by	two	weeks	
of	intensive	project	planning	and	devel-
opment.	Projects	pull	together	all	aspects	
of	the	three-week	unit.	Some	assigned	
projects	for	the	Class	of	2015	include:
•	 Bull-Fit Challenge— Use 3-D design 

software, math (stats and graphs), non-
fiction writing, and presentation skills to 
research and pitch an alternative physical 
challenge to traditional PE.	A	bonus…	
One	project	was	selected	for	testing.	The	
Xbox-based	class	features	full-body	gam-
ing	for	sports…	think	soccer	without	
the	ball	or	racket-free	tennis	but	all	the	
physical	movements.	If	the	test	shows	
improved	physical	fitness,	the	students	
may	write	a	grant	to	fund	an	Xbox-
enhanced	PE	experience	at	Lanier.

•	 A Dramatic Angle— Blend Romeo 
and Juliet and the components of 
drama; angles of every degree, category, 
and congruence; mental health issues, 
such as conflict resolution and violence 
prevention; and print and electronic 
media. 		

CDAT	sophomores	have	more	
latitude	in	determining	the	scope	of	
their	projects.	For	instance,	the	most	
recent	assignment	called	for	a	world	lit	
focus	on	Shakespearean	drama,	sonnets,	
or	parody	and	satire,	combined	with	
AKS	from	any	completed	world	history	
unit—	from	the	rise	of	civilization	to	the	
Scientific	Revolution.	Then	present	the	
team’s	research	in	the	form	of	a	music	
video,	game,	movie…	whatever	the	
team’s	technology	speciality.	The	results	
include	a	game	based	in	a	medieval	vil-
lage	and	a	movie	revisiting	Caesar	and	
the	Ides	of	March.

This	project-based	format	speaks	to	how	
students	learn	best,	resulting	in	authen-
tic	learning.	Mr.	Reilly	explains,	“With	
activity-based	learning,	we	say	‘Here’s	a	
worksheet.	Do	it.’	With	problem-based	
learning,	we	say,	‘Here’s	a	problem.	Solve	
it.’	With	project-based	learning,	we	say	
‘Here	are	these	things	we	want	you	to	in-
clude.	Do	something	real	and	cool	with	it.’	
Kids	have	choices,	so	their	learning	sticks.”

Team-based	project	planning	is	a	
centerpiece	of	CDAT,	and	an	important	
skill	to	prepare	for	the	workplace.	Online	
tools	facilitate	collaboration.	Project	
outlines,	work	assignments,	and	daily	
project	notes	ensure	that	everyone	is	on	
task	and	contributing,	and	help	teachers	
follow	each	team’s	progress.	The	collegial	
atmosphere	suggests	a	creative	company.	
Apart	from	the	tech	focus,	students	also	
develop	soft	skills	like	giving	(and	receiv-
ing)	constructive	criticism,	face-to-face	

communication,	and	cooperation.	
“They’re	learning	the	21st	century	

skills	of	communication	and	col-
laboration,	and	their	attendance	
is	amazing”	says	Mr.	Reilly.

At	the	same	time,	students	
are	racking	up	impressive	data.	
Compared	to	their	peers,	a	
higher	percentage	of	2010–11	
CDAT	students	exceeded	expecta-
tions	on	the	end-of-course	test	
in	language	arts,	and	students	
posted	higher	average	scores	on	
fall	2011	finals.	Mr.	Reilly	points	

out	that	CDAT	students	come	to	the	class	
with	a	range	of	abilities,	but	make	the	
most	of	the	high-tech,	hands-on	oppor-
tunities…	opportunities	supported	by	the	
postsecondary	and	business	communities.	

“Technology	equals	jobs,	and	our	Board	
of	Advisors	is	made	up	of	the	people	
who	train	and	hire	for	those	jobs,”	he	
says.	Partnerships	with	colleges,	industry,	
venture	capitalists,	and	entrepreneurs	give	
the	students	exposure	and	experience.

Student	learning	becomes	real	and	
relevant	with	those	opportunities—	at-
tendance	at	a	gaming	conference,	a	tour	
of	a	company	that	makes	movie	kiosks,	
a	hood-up	look	at	an	electric	car,	and	a	
visit	from	a	Grammy-winning	singer/
songwriter/producer.	A	$40,000	grant	
from	Motorola	Solutions	Foundation	is	
helping	fund	equipment	and	professional	
learning	about	project-based	learning	for	
CDAT	teachers	and	others	in	the	district.

And	the	learning	is	put	to	practical	use.	
In	cooperation	with	the	City	of	Sugar	
Hill,	students	are	using	3-D	and	design	
software	to	“envision	the	future,”	based	
on	town	plans.	One	student	already	has	
turned	his	experience	with	the	software	
into	a	paying	job	developing	3-D	visual-
izations	of	home	remodeling	projects.

So, to recap… The CDAT experience 
builds strong academics and digital know-
how and exposes students to a range 
of careers and entrepreneurial options. 
Sounds like a terrific training ground… 
whether a future music producer, an up-
and-coming game developer, or maybe 
some job we can’t even imagine yet. 

“Yeah, these kids will be making some-
thing great one of these days,” Mr. Reilly 
says, looking around the room with a grin.

A scene from a 
video game set in a 

medieval village.
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Robotics
They may be LEGOS, but they’re not toys…  
‘playing around’ with elementary engineering

A group of Puckett’s Mill Elementary 5th 
graders, 11 in all, surround a rectangu-
lar arena, enclosing a miniature LEGO 
city. The children are spread around 
the arena, watching intently as a robot 
makes its way along a path. “We have 
to make an adjustment here so it can 
complete that task faster,” says one child. 
The students, members of the Com-
petition Robotics team, begin to talk 
among themselves about the best way to 
approach the proposal. Team captains 
Diana and Danielle delegate the next steps 
the group will take, and everyone gets to 
work. This self-directed style and coop-
erative approach is a winning combina-
tion. “The more independent they are, 
the better they do,” says Mandy Collins, 
FOCUS teacher and team sponsor. 

The	students	meet	regularly	on	
Mondays	and	Thursdays	after	school	
to	work	on	their	robot.	In	order	to	
compete	at	the	state	level,	the	team	has	
to	rank	in	the	top	14	of	40	teams	at	
the	regional	and	super	regional	levels.	

The	Puckett’s Mill Elementary	team	was	
one	of	a	handful	of	elementary	schools	
represented	at	the	Super	Regional	
competition	in	January.	At	that	com-
petition,	the	robotics	team	from	Lilburn 

Elementary	took	1st	place	in	the	Grand	
Champion	category	and	the	Puckett’s 

Mill team	took	3rd	place	in	the	Grand	
Champion	category.	Both	teams	moved	
on	to	the	State	Tournament.

At	the	FIRST	LEGO	League	Georgia	
State	Tournament	held	at	Georgia	Tech,	
the	Sparrowbots	from	Puckett’s Mill were	
awarded	3rd	place	in	the	Grand	Cham-
pion	category	out	of	the	40	best	teams	
in	the	state.	The	Lilburn Elementary	team	
took	home	a	1st	prize	for	research.

The	regional	competitions	are	
sponsored	by	U.S.	FIRST®	(For	Inspira-
tion	and	Recognition	of	Science	and	
Technology),	a	non-profit	organization	
that	seeks	to	“inspire	young	people’s	
interest	and	participation	in	science	
and	technology.”	

Each	year,	the	organization	posts	a	
theme	for	the	annual	world	competi-
tion,	and	participating	teams	must	
design	robots	to	assist	in	completing	
timed	missions	that	fit	the	competition	
theme.	The	missions	must	be	com-
pleted	in	2.5	minutes	or	less.	This	year’s	
theme	involves	finding	a	problem	in	
the	community	and	creating	a	solution.

The	Puckett’s Mill	team	chose	to	
research	and	present	“Food	Factors,”	a	
thorough	review	of	how	food	con-
tamination	occurs.	The	team’s	report	
includes	“local	research”	about	food	
inside	a	lunchbox	that	isn’t	kept	at	
a	controlled	temperature,	based	on	
surveys	of	their	peers’	lunchboxes.	An	
actual	prototype	that	solves	the	tem-
perature	problem	is	included	with	the	
written	findings.

“This	is	more	than	just	about	working	
with	robots,”	says	co-captain	Diana.	“It’s	
about	teamwork.”	Co-captain	Danielle	
agrees,	adding,	“Everything	starts	with	
an	idea.	How	can	we	make	the	world	
better	and	make	people’s	lives	better?”

That	idea	started	with	a	box	of	con-
necting	LEGO	pieces	and	each	student	
provided	input	on	the	final	design.	
“It	was	a	prime	example	of	gracious	
professionalism,”	Mrs.	Collins says,	
“and	they’ve	carried	that	through	every	
work	session	they	have.”

Mrs.	Collins,	Jillian Peterman,	and	
Julie Hitt serve	as	team	coaches.	Mrs.	
Collins		recalls	observing	in	the	class-
room	of	Mike Reilly,	then	a	teacher	at	
North Gwinnett High, when	she	was	first	
bitten	by	the	robotics	bug.	“I	fell	in	love	
watching	a	group	of	high	school	girls	at	
work,”	she	says.	‘I	was	intrigued	by	their	
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conversation,	and	that	they	used	their	
own	lunch	time.”	

Mrs.	Collins	used	the	experience	to	
spur	student	interest	at	Puckett’s Mill	by	
sponsoring	a	lunchtime	group	meeting.	
Students	who	participated	were	invited	
to	join	the	Competition	Robotics	team,	
which	has	been	active	for	three	years.	
The	school’s	Robotics	Club	for	grades	
3–5	will	start	in	February,	and	GEARS	
(Girl	Engineers	Architects	and	Re-
search	Scientists)	gears	up	in	March.	
Gifted	education	students	also	work	
with	robotics.

In	Gwinnett,	students	who	enjoy	the	
challenge	of	robotics	can	continue	their	
interest	at	the	next	school	level	and	
into	high	school.	Over	at	North Gwinnett 

Middle, approximately	40	students	par-
ticipate	in	the	school’s	Robotics	Club,	
and	almost	200	students	are	involved	
in	the	school’s	Engineering	program.

“Students	who	have	a	genuine	interest	
in	engineering	are	authentically	engaged	
and	highly	committed	to	the	work	they	
are	doing	in	class,”	says	Jonathan Roy, 

who	teaches	Engineering	at	the	school	
and	sponsors	the	club.	“These	students	
also	enjoy	working	collaboratively	

and	using	the	design	process	to	solve	
problems	and	think	differently	from	
the	everyday	classroom.”

Mr.	Roy	adds	that	the	students	enjoy	
the	“hands-on,	real-world	applications”	
they	encounter.	“I	think	the	students	
are	both	challenged	by	and	excited	
about	the	opportunity	to	apply	their	
learning	to	real-world,	real-work	sce-
narios.	Although	they	are	still	young,	I	
believe	these	classes	are	a	great	op-
portunity	to	initially	spark	students’	
interest	in	science	and	technology,	and	
open	their	eyes	to	a	world	of	pos-
sibilities	that	exist	for	them	to	pursue	
as	they	begin	to	think	about	future	
academic	and	career	paths.”

Mrs.	Collins’	FOCUS	class	are	
similarly	engaged	in	the	Puckett’s Mill 

wireless	lab,	all	working	on	their	own	
LEGO	WeDo	kits,	a	type	of	build-your-
own-robot	set	that	allows	students	to	
build	and	customize	their	own	robots,	
and	then	connect	them	to	computers	
to	program	simple	commands.	

After	observing	the	use	of	robot	kits	
at	North Gwinnett,	Mrs.	Collins	decided	
to	take	the	plunge	and	order	similar	kits	
for	her	student.	“When	the	kits	came,	I	

got	nervous	and	didn’t	touch	them	for	
at	least	a	few	weeks.	Then	I	realized	I	
didn’t	need	to	know	the	answers,	and	
that	the	kids	would	dive	right	in.	They	
are	digital	natives,	and	trying	things	
out	is	second	nature	to	them.”

In	the	lab,	students	take	the	knowledge	
they’ve	gained	about	simple	machines	
to	create	illustrated	“inventions”	of	their	
own,	complete	with	detailed,	written	
content	about	how	their	machines	
work	and	help	with	specific	tasks.	

Parent	volunteer Diona Guy	says	her	
daughter	is	excited	about	what	she’s	
learning	in	Mrs.	Collins’	robotics	
lessons	and	is	anxious	to	exercise	her	
knowledge	at	home.	

“I	notice	that	she	points	out	some-
thing	that	is	a	lever	or	a	pulley,	and	she	
can	explain	how	it	works,”	says	Mrs.	
Guy.	“I	think	[the	content]	keeps	her	
interested	and	challenged.”

BIOTECHNOLOGY
Meadowcreek High lab students in Dr. 
Gregory Hair’s Biotechnology class inves-
tigate lipstick prints found at the “crime 
scene” of a mystery scenario involving six 
“suspects.” Several teams used chro-
matography paper, solvents, and other 
lab tools to find the guilty party. 

Gwinnett robotics teams are in competition 
at every school level, with teams earning 
recognition in the FIRST LEGO League as well 
as FIRST tech and robotic challenges and VEX 
events for high school teams. 
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For	six	students	in	Tim Johnson’s Music	
Technology	class,	it	would	be	hard	to	
imagine	a	better	day	than	the	one	they	
spent	on	a	bus	in	the	Grayson High park-
ing	lot	last	fall.	On	that	sunny	day	in	
October,	the	students	left	their	music	lab	
in	the	Technical Education Program building	
for	a	mobile	classroom,	the	John	Lennon	
Educational	Tour	Bus,	where	they	made	
music	in	a	hands-on,	creative	workshop.

Assisted	by	three	on-board	engineers,	
the	students	wrote	the	music	and	lyr-
ics	to	an	original	song—	“A	Love	So	
Deep”—	then	recorded	and	mixed	the	
music.	They	finished	the	day	by	shoot-
ing	and	producing	a	music	video.	

The	students	were	joined	by	native	
Georgian	and	veteran	keyboardist	
Chuck Leavell	who	has	toured	with	the	

Rolling	Stones,	the	Allman	Brothers	
Band,	Eric	Clapton,	and	Beatle	George	
Harrison	on	his	last	tour.	Mr.	Leavell	
played	piano	and	overdubbed	organ	
on	the	students’	recording.

In	a	Lennon	Bus	interview,	Mr.	Leavell	
marveled	at	what	the	students	were	
able	to	do	in	just	one	day.	“It’s	incred-
ible…	To	play	with	these	young	folks	to-
day	was	something	very,	very	special.”	

The	Lennon	Bus	also	made	stops	at	
Lanier High and	Meadowcreek High where	
students	toured	the	Bus	and	got	hands-
on	experience	with	the	equipment.	The	
tours,	led	by	Lennon	staff,	are	designed		
to	show	students	the	inner	workings	
of	a	recording	and	video	production	
studio	and	the	skills	needed	for	related	
careers.

“The whole experience was truly 
unreal. It’s the kind of thing you 
usually only see on TV… kids 
living their dreams. For me, it 
actually happened.” 

Matthew 
Mill Creek High Senior and  

Music Technology Student in  
Grayson High Technical Education Program

Production on Wheels

Watch a video of “A Love So Deep”  
by The Lovelight Messengers

 
The John Lennon Educational Tour Bus 

 is a state-of-the-art mobile audio and HD video recording and production facility,  
providing students with free tours and songwriting and multimedia production workshops.
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Of the independent research 
and writing project that he 
completed, Ben, a senior, 
says, “In an age in which 
everyone has access to 
information via the Internet, 
remaining competitive in 
the global economy will 
require the ability not only 
to sift through increasingly 
large amounts of data and 
determine what is impor-
tant, but also to extrapolate 
meaningful conclusions 
from that data and informa-
tion. My Senior Capstone 
Experience helped me begin 
to develop these skills.”

Peer-to-peer marketing plan 
improves writing scores 

For	a	team	of	Advanced	Marketing	
students	at	Peachtree Ridge High,	the	
skills	they	learned	in	class	translated	
to	a	hands-on	project	that	propelled	
their	classmates	to	higher	academic	
achievement.	Four	teens,	students	of	
Marketing	Teacher	Yalanda Bell,	crafted	
the	“In	Pursuit”	marketing	program	to	
encourage	members	of	the	Classes	of	
2012	and	2013	to	do	their	best	work	on	
the	Georgia	High	School	Writing	Test,	
a	graduation	requirement.

The	project	started	with	a	focus	
group	conducted	by	the	students	with	
their	principal,	Dr. Kevin Tashlein, to	de-
termine	goals.	With	an	aim	to	continue	
a	four-year	trend	of	increasing	the	
percentage	of	students	achieving	in	the	
“Exceeds	Standards”	category	on	the	
state	writing	test,	the	students	took	to	
classrooms,	hallways,	and	the	Commons	
Area	to	promote	the	“pursuit”	of	excel-
lence.	A	Prezi	presentation,	interactive	
student-response	activities,	and	incen-
tives	were	part	of	the	marketing	plan.

When	results	came	in	for	the	exam,	
Peachtree Ridge had	posted	its	best-ever	
score,	with	a	98%	passing	rate	and	26%	
of	juniors	scoring	at	the	highest	level	(a	
9-point	increase	over	the	previous	year).	
The	school’s	26%	“Exceeds”	rate	repre-
sents	an	all-time	high	for	a	traditional	
Gwinnett	high	school.	

Principal	Tashlein	says	he’s	proud	of	
the	way	the	marketing	students	took	
ownership	of	the	project,	got	buy-in	
from	their	peers,	and	showed	real	
leadership,	adding	“They	had	a	shared	
commitment	to	creating	a	legacy	of	
academic	achievement	for	the	school	
and	community.”	

Senior	Allie,	who	helped	craft	the	plan,	
says	the	experience	reinforced	her	own	
pursuit	of	excellence	when	she	saw	how	
the	project	influenced	her	peers	to	achieve	
at	higher	levels.	“I	guess	we	didn’t	realize	
what	the	true	impact	would	be,”	she	says.	
“It’s	cool	to	see	how	the	entire	commu-
nity	can	come	together	to	excel.”

Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science,  
and Technology
Junior Internships and Senior Capstone Projects
Students at GSMST are required to participate in an internship or fellow-

ship during the junior and senior years. These experiences allow students 
to connect with a mentor who is a current practitioner in applied STEM (sci-

ence, technology, engineering, mathematics) fields through on-site collaboration with the 
mentor at his or her office or lab, as well as web-based contact.  

The Junior Fellowship Experience is typically a one-semester opportunity for the stu-
dent to gain an in-depth understanding about a STEM field, perform appropriate research 
or participate in task/project development, investigate professional sources of informa-
tion within the community, and present highlights of the experience.

“My fellowship helped me feel more comfortable in professional working environments 
and gave me real-world experiences,” says Nick, a junior in the Bioscience program, of 
his internship with Planned PETHood of GA.

The Senior Capstone Experience is the culminating experience for GSMST students 
and provides an opportunity to bring reflection, focus, and conclusion to the high school 
experience. Students integrate the many facets of their high school coursework, projects, 
research, internships, and areas of career and college interest. Capstone provides 
students with further experiences in hands-on use of technology; opportunities to 
work on the leading edge of research, applied science, mathematics, and comput-
ing; practice in teamwork and collaboration; and immersion in “real world” inquiry, 
problem-solving, and reasoning. This in-depth exploration of the student’s chosen 
field of interest results in a research paper; a project, portfolio, or product; and a 
formal presentation.

“Upon completion of the Senior Capstone Experience, students have learned more 
about their area of interest, their community, and, most importantly, about themselves,” 
says Molly McAuliffe, the GSMST teacher who coordinates the two programs.



Mandarin Chinese 
is a language 
option for students 
at Gwinnett School 
of Mathematics, 
Science, and 
Technology

French Language Study in Action 
In March, North Gwinnett High will 
host a group of French students and  
teachers as part of an exchange program. 
Throughout the school year, French language 
students at North Gwinnett have used Skype—  
a service for voice and video communication via 
the web— to interact with their counterparts at 
Académie Nancy-Metz, located in the Lorraine 
region of France.
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Language studies prepare students 
for college, work, and the world

As engaged learners, our students 
will reach their full learning potential. 
They will be critical thinkers, creative 
problem-solvers, and effective commu-
nicators. …They will develop leadership 
and teamwork skills, preparing to be 
successful American citizens who func-
tion effectively in a global economy. Stu-
dents will graduate with the knowledge, 
skills, and expertise to succeed in college, 
work, and life in the 21st century.

GCPS’ Strategic Priority for Students

The world is flat and getting flatter 
say experts who point to the global-
ization of the marketplace and the 
need for strong 21st century skills to 
be competitive in the world of work. 
As Gwinnett’s students prepare for 
college and career, it’s important that 
they develop and strengthen the skills 
they will need for success in our global 
economy. One of those key skills is 
communication, including exposure to 
world languages and cultures. 

“Learning other languages and un-
derstanding the culture of the people 

who speak them is a 21st century 
skill that is vital to success in the 
global environment in which 
our students will live and work,” 

according to The Partner-
ship for 21st Century Skills, 

a coalition founded by the U.S. 
Department of Education with 

partners in industry and education.
David Jahner, director of GCPS’ 

Foreign Language Office, agrees with 
that assessment. “Knowing another 
language is an essential skill in order to 
be successful in today’s global econo-
my,” he says. “I honestly can’t think of 
any career that wouldn’t benefit from a 

person knowing a second language.”
And, language studies are an impor-

tant measure of college- and career-
readiness, says Mr. Jahner. While 
state requirements for admission to 
Georgia’s university system require that 
students take at least two years of the 
same language, an increasing percent-
age of Gwinnett students choose to 
take three and four years of language 
instruction. Students who participate 
in upper-level language classes, includ-
ing those designated as Advanced 
Placement or International Baccalaure-
ate, may chose to take exams for col-
lege credit or exemption from entry-
level college language classes. 

In addition to fulfilling admission re-
quirements for college, foreign language 
study benefits students in and out of the 
classroom. Students learn more about 
how language systems work and the 
impact of culture on language. Research 
also indicates that students who study 
and develop a functional proficiency 
in another language have more flex-
ibility in thinking and problem-solving 
and are better listeners. One study of 
data from the College Board showed 
that students who take more years 
of language during their high school 
careers outperform their peers on the 
SAT, a popular college-entrance exam, 
regardless of the language studied. (The 
study actually examined two years of 
GCPS student performance on the 
SAT.) And, those who maintain pro-
ficiency throughout life see long-term 
benefits. Recent studies have indicated 
that bilingual people are less likely to be 
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s.

Advanced language studies in GCPS 
go beyond vocabulary and entries from 

the traveler’s phrasebook— Where is 
the train station? How much does this 
hat cost? Students of modern languages 
learn to read and understand authentic 
texts in their target language, con-
verse in a range of circumstances, and 
develop a deep understanding of the 
cultures in which their target language 
is widely spoken. Students in Latin 
learn to read and write the language 
through study of grammar, vocabulary, 
and literature, with emphasis on Latin’s 
influence on the English language. The 
history and culture of Ancient Rome 
also are studied. GCPS high schools 
boast 120 state-of-the art language labs.

Mr. Jahner notes that students 
develop a strong foundation in their 
GCPS language study so that they 
can continue to study their chosen 
language in college or take another 
language. Advanced studies— in 
preparation for career or community 
involvement, for fun or travel — can 
make another language an integral part 
of a young person’s future, opening a 
world of possibilities.

Learn more about how language study 
supports academic achievement on the web:
• Discover Languages
• 21st Century Skills Map– World Languages
• Q&A with the Five-Minute 

Linguist
• Omniglot (careers in language)
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Word study provides rich, rigorous 
way to think about words
Think about how language 
develops from the beginning. 
Babies babble and make sounds 
(for instance, particular sounds 
to indicate hunger), sounds that 
eventually take on meaning as 
toddlers begin to use words. 
(Juice!) Preschoolers form 
sentences and communicate 
thoughts and feelings. (I’m cold. 
I want my blue sweater.) In 
school, young children start to 
understand how language works, 
through rhyming words (pen, 
men, when) and word families 
(pain, main, and rain in the –
ain word family). And so the 
adventure of literacy begins… 

Reading	and	writing	are	intrinsically	
linked	in	the	process	of	becoming	liter-
ate.	To	ensure	that	Gwinnett	students	
will	be	strong	readers	and	writers,	GCPS	
is	moving	toward	word	study	instruction	
to	give	elementary	school	children	the	
literacy	tools	they	need	for	success.

“Word	study	is	a	rich	and	rigorous	
way	of	thinking	about	words—	how	we	
read	and	spell	them,	how	we	use	them	
in	writing	and	speech,	and	how	we	
know	what	they	mean,”	says	Dr. Alicia 

McCartney, director	of	Language	Arts.
Word	study	has	three	primary	

components:	phonics,	spelling,	and	
vocabulary.	A	fourth	component,	
handwriting,	also	is	linked	to	the	word	
study	process.	These	components	are	
powerful	tools	to	help	students	learn	
new	words	and	know	how	to	use	them	
in	reading	and	writing.	

In	word	study,	children	learn	a	
process	to	“solve”	words…	strategies	

to	“decode”	unknown	words	in	their	
reading	and	to	“encode”	or	build	

words	in	their	writing.	Phonics	
and	spelling	strategies	are	
taught	in	reading	and	then	
applied	in	all	other	areas	of	

instruction.	When	these	two	
components	are	combined	with	

instruction	in	vocabulary,	children	
develop	into	efficient,	proficient	

readers	and	writers.

Researchers	say	that	exposure	is	
key	to	vocabulary	development	and	
has	an	impact	on	overall	literacy.	The	
more	a	child	reads,	the	better	reader	
he	becomes	and	the	more	new	words	
he	learns.	With	a	wider	vocabulary,	
the	child	becomes	a	better	reader,	
and	is	more	likely	to	read,	exposing	
the	student	to	even	more	new	words.	
Armed	with	strategies	for	decipher-
ing	unknown	words,	the	strong	reader	
continues	to	make	literacy	progress	
in	this	ongoing	cycle.	The	same	holds	
true	for	a	poor	reader.	He	struggles	
with	reading	so	doesn’t	like	to	read.	His	
limited	vocabulary	and	lack	of	literacy	
strategies	makes	reading	more	difficult	
and	unproductive	so	he	avoids	reading.	
That,	too,	begins	a	cycle.

Word	study	actually	works	well	for	
all	types	of	learners	as	it	builds	in	dif-
ferent	learning	activities	and	strategies	
for	students	with	different	needs.	Word	
study	helps	new	English	speakers	learn	
the	language,	supports	struggling	readers	
and	writers	by	helping	them	link	to	exist-
ing	knowledge,	and	expands	vocabulary	
for	average	and	above	average	students	
by	keeping	them	attuned	to	word	roots	
everywhere,	not	just	at	school.	

“Equipping	students	with	a	strong	
foundation	of	word	roots	and	their	
meanings	ensures	that	our	students	are	
better	prepared	for	the	critical	reading	
and	writing	that	we	will	ask	of	them	
in	the	middle	grades,	high	school,	and	
beyond,”	says	Dr.	McCartney.

batmatsatcatrat

Discover these word study resources:
• Word Study FAQ
• Elementary vocabulary
• Middle school vocabulary
• Latin and Greek roots
• Academic vocabulary
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On Phonics…  
A	literacy	approach	that	has	been	in	

use	for	years,	phonics	is	the	study	of	let-
ters	and	the	sounds	they	make.	Phonics	
and	spelling	are	a	natural	fit	because	
both	of	them	look	at	patterns	in	words	
and	how	those	patterns	can	be	used	to	
read	and	write	new	words.	For	example,	
we	use	the	“at”	pattern	to	read	and	spell	
a	whole	family	of	words:	bat, mat, sat, 
cat, rat. The	advantage	in	being	able	to	
read	families	of	words	is	that	once	stu-
dents	learn	a	pattern,	they	can	use	it	to	
read	and	spell	many	other	words,	both	
simple	and	complex.	The	more	patterns	
a	student	learns,	the	more	words	he	or	
she	can	read.	And	these	patterns	enable	
students	to	begin	thinking	of	spelling	as	
a	tool	to	help	them	communicate	their	
ideas	more	effectively	rather	than	just	
memorize	for	a	test.

On Spelling…  
Children	must	develop	proficiency	

in	spelling,	another	word	study	compo-
nent.	This	includes	instruction	in	word	
families	and	roots—	their	patterns,	how	
they	are	spelled,	and	what	they	mean.	
Word	study	is	much	more	analytical	in	
nature	than	traditional	spelling	instruc-
tion,	requiring	students	to	think	more	
deeply	about	words	and	how	they	are	
put	together.	However,	students	still	will	
learn	to	spell	common	sight	words	and	
conventional	rules	of	spelling	and	how	to	
apply	those	rules	as	part	of	word	study.

On Vocabulary…  
We	typically	think	of	vocabulary	as	

learning	the	meanings	of	new	words.	
Some	words	are	best	learned	by	memo-
rizing	definitions.	That	said,	the	study	of	
word	roots	is	an	even	more	basic	level	of	
mastery,	but	one	that	pays	huge	divi-
dends.	Roots	are	the	parts	of	words	that	
carry	meaning.	A	root	can	be	the	base	
of	a	word	(often	mistakenly	referred	to	
as	the	“root	word”)	such	as	kind,	and	

a	prefix	or	suffix	such	as	un- and	-ly.		
Hemisphere	is	an	example	of	two	roots	
put	together	to	form	a	word:		hemi,	
which	means	half,	and	sphere,	which	
means	globe.	If	we	know	what	the	root	
means	(and	can	spell	it),	then	we	can	
learn	how	to	read	and	spell	many	differ-
ent	words	with	that	same	root.		

Students	also	learn	grade-appropriate	
academic	and	content-area	vocabulary.	
Academic	vocabulary	includes	words	
used	across	all	content	areas,	in	direc-
tions,	testing	situations,	and	frequently	
used	in	non-fiction	writing	(for	in-
stance, assess, define, predict, explain, 
and	identify).	Content-area	vocabulary	
is	specific	to	a	discipline.	For	instance,	
students	will	need	to	know	terms	like	
indigenous	and	population density	in	
social	studies	and	wavelength	and	vas-
cular	in	science.	These	kinds	of	words	
represent	a	higher	tier	of	word	learning	
beyond	the	foundational	study	of	words	
and	how	children	learn	to	read	and	
spell.	The	word	study	skills	our	students	
acquire	will	greatly	enhance	their	ability	
to	analyze	many	of	the	academic	and	
content	words	they	encounter.

On Handwriting…  
Clear,	legible	handwrit-

ing—	both	print	and	cur-
sive—	has	a	significant	role	
in	the	thinking	skills	students	
use	when	writing	words.	Hand-
writing	fluency—	the automatic 
and effortless ability to compose—	
has	a	direct	correlation	to	the	
ability	to	spell	words	quickly	
and	correctly.	In	other	words,	

once	students	master	correct	letter	
formation	and	spacing	and	can	use	
those	handwriting	skills	automatically,	
they	will	be	able	to	focus	all	of	their	
attention	on	how	to	read,	spell,	and	
understand	the	words	and	not	on	how	
to	write	them.

batmatsatcatrat

circumference: 
the distance around 
a closed curve

But where do those roots originate? 
Some 95% of English words have 
either a Greek or Latin basis. The 
remaining 5%— words like come,	
said,	what, and where— make 
up a core list of sight words that 
must be memorized because they 
can’t be broken down or decoded. 
According to “Greek & Latin Roots: 
Keys to Building Vocabulary,” 
about 90% of English words with 
more than one syllable are based in 
Latin, with most of the remainder 
based in Greek. A single Latin 
root generally becomes five to 20 
English words. For instance, the 
Latin root circum means “around.” 

In English, we have words 
like circumnavigate, 
circumstance, 
circumference, 

circumvent, circular, 
circulatory, 
circadian, and 

circus.
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On Nov. 8, Gwinnett voters approved the extension of the special purpose local option sales tax 
for education. With nearly 50% of the money collected from the SPLOST extension allocated for 
technology projects, the approval paved the way for the district’s eCLASS initiative, a digital content, 
learning, assessment, and support system.

What is eCLASS?
Think	of	eCLASS	as	an	umbrella	

under	which	you	will	find	existing	
technology	resources	and	projects,	plus	
new	resources	that	will	help	enhance	
student	engagement	and	the	teach-
ing	and	learning	process.	It	will	bring	
together	curriculum	and	instructional	
resources,	assessment	items,	profes-
sional	development,	student	informa-
tion,	and	gradebook	functions	in	one	
place,	making	it	easier	for	teachers	to	
access	tools	that	will	help	them	improve	
student	learning.	The	main	areas	of	fo-
cus	for	this	initiative	will	be	on	teaching	
and	learning;	human	capital	manage-
ment;	student	information;	statistics	
and	information;	and	enhancing	portal	
access	for	employees,	parents,	and	
students.

What is the vision for eCLASS?
Imagine	a	time	when	a	teacher	can	

use	eCLASS	to	access	instructional	
calendars,	resources	for	lessons,	as-
signments	for	students	who	need	
enrichment	or	extra	help,	quizzes	and	
tests	that	automatically	populate	the	
gradebook,	analytics	that	show	the	
teacher	how	students	are	doing	on	

specific	AKS,	and	much	more.	Imagine	
students	being	able	to	access	assign-
ments	and	academic	help	anytime,	
online.	Imagine	a	classroom	in	which	
technology	permeates	the	education	
of	learners,	where	digital	tools	expand	
the	walls	of	the	classroom	to	foster	col-
laboration	and	nurture	creativity	and	
innovation	in	students	and	teachers.	
This	is	the	vision	for	eCLASS	once	it	is	
fully	developed	and	implemented.

How will eCLASS help improve 
teaching and learning?

In	addition	to	providing	teachers	
with	more	information	about	their	
students’	learning	needs	and	about	
their	own	teaching	strengths,	eCLASS	
will	enhance	how	students	use	digital	
content,	building	on	their	interests	and	
capabilities.	In	doing	so,	GCPS	hopes	to	
make	learning	more	real	and	relevant	
to	students	who	have	never	known	a	
world	without	technology.

Is GCPS “starting from scratch”with 
eCLASS components or do some pro-
grams and resources already exist? 

eCLASS	will	leverage	existing	tech-
nology	whenever	possible	and	replace	

aging	systems	as	appropriate.	Because	
the	initiative	will	be	implemented	in	
phases,	eCLASS	will	operate	in	con-
junction	with	existing	systems	for	
awhile.	Current	applications	(such	as	
the	employee	and	parent	portals	and	the	
district’s	student	information	system)	
have	filled	a	need	in	the	district	and	
will	continue	to	do	so	until	the	eCLASS	
modules	are	phased	in	over	the	next	
three	to	five	years.	The	district	already	
has	begun	updating	the	infrastructure	
at	schools	and	is	working	to	provide	a	
robust	wireless	infrastructure.

How will current employee and parent 
portals be integrated into eCLASS? 

The	school	system	will	expand	portal	
access	for	employees	and	parents,	and	
will	develop	a	student	version	in	the	
future.	The	eCLASS	portal	improve-
ments	will	ensure	that	users	get	timely,	
accurate	information	with	enhanced	
features	in	an	interactive	environment.	
The	initial	phase	of	the	eCLASS	rollout	
will	focus	on	teaching	and	learning,	
primarily	at	the	classroom	and	school	
levels.	Improvements	to	the	portals	will	
come	in	a	later	phase.	In	the	meantime,	
the	current	portals	will	remain	in	use.

UPDATE
February 2012

Check out a student-produced video about 
the evolution of education technology.
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When we talk about digital content, 
what does that mean in GCPS?

Digital	content	refers	to	appropriate	
electronic	resources	that	are	dynamic	
and	can	be	accessed	from	anywhere,	at	
anytime	by	teachers,	students,	and	par-
ents.	For	students	and	teachers,	digital	
content	will	be	introduced	in	a	number	
of	ways,	such	as	video	clips	that	teach	a	
specific	topic,	homework	assignments	
that	include	interactive	quizzes,	and	
activities	that	use	gaming	techniques.	
Parents	currently	have	easy	access	to	
check	student	progress	in	terms	of	
grades	and	test	results	and,	in	time,	will	
be	able	to	access	web-based	student	as-
signments	and	activities.	While	Gwin-
nett	students	already	are	experiencing	
digital	content	in	some	classes,	the	goal	
is	to	provide	more	access	and	a	better	
connection	between	that	content	and	
the	GCPS	curriculum.

Why is the district making the move 
to digital content?

A	move	to	digital	content	addresses	
the	way	students	learn	as	well	as	the	
quality	and	cost	of	resources	for	learn-
ing.	Students	learn	differently	today	
than	they	have	in	the	past.	We	want	
them	to	“power	up”	and	have	the	abil-
ity	to	use	learning	tools	and	resources	
that	are	part	of	their	media‐rich	lives.	
Their	world	is	changing	rapidly	and	
print	textbooks	simply	can’t	keep	up.	
With	digital	content,	our	students	
will	have	access	to	the	most	current	

instructional	resources	as	publishers	
continually	review	and	update	content,	
all	in	the	most	cost‐effective	manner.	
Digital	resources	provide	alternatives	
and	supplement	the	print	materials	now,	
but	who	knows	what	the	future	will	hold	
for	digital	resources?

Will students be able to bring their own 
technology— iPods, tablets, smart-
phones— to use in class? What about 
access for students who don’t have 
their own device or access at home?

Many	of	the	questions	about	the	
eCLASS	initiative	focus	on	the	concept	
of	“bringing	your	own	device.”	Primar-
ily,	those	questions	fall	into	two	catego-
ries…	the	types	of	devices	that	will	be	
used	and	how	the	district	will	address	
students’	access	to	technology.	

In	the	future,	we	anticipate	students	
will	use	their	own	technology	more	and	
more	as	part	of	the	teaching	and	learn-
ing	process.	The	school	system	is	re-
searching	how	to	best	integrate	personal	
technology	devices	into	the	classroom.	

To	prepare	for	a	time	when	students	
will	bring	their	own	technology,	the	
district	is	expanding	its	wi-fi	capabili-
ties.	Beginning	this	fall,	the	33	pilot	
schools	in	the	Archer, Berkmar, Duluth, 

North Gwinnett,	and	Shiloh	clusters	will	
have	a	more	robust,	secure,	wireless	en-
vironment...	one	that	will	allow	schools	
to	begin	exploring	how	to	incorporate	
student	devices	into	lessons	in	a	way	
that	is	authentic	and	relevant	to	what	

students	are	learning	while	
also	ensuring	proper	manage-
ability	and	security.

GCPS	is	exploring	what	
kinds	of	devices	(cell	phones,	

tablets,	laptops,	e-readers,	
etc.)	may	be	used	in-

structionally.	As	part	
of	that	research,	we	

also	are	looking	
at	the	degree	

to	which	
different	

devices	

are	“content-friendly.”	Recognized	plat-
forms	can	vary	greatly.	

That	said,	some	have	asked	if	the	dis-
trict	is	planning	on	purchasing	personal	
devices	for	every	student.	Obviously,	
there	are	budget	considerations	that	
must	be	factored	in	as	we	determine	the	
best	way	to	introduce	additional	tech-
nology	into	the	classroom.	It	is	much	
more	likely	that	the	district	will	invest	
in	resources	that	can	be	shared	among	
classes	in	our	schools.

It	is	important	to	remember	that	
eCLASS	is	not	device-driven,	nor	will	
it	mean	that	instruction	is	device-
dependent.	A	goal	of	eCLASS	is	to	
enhance	teaching	and	learning	and	
engage	students.	Technology	is	merely	
one	tool	that	classroom	teachers	will	
use	to	increase	engagement.

When will eCLASS be implemented?
This	integrated	enterprise	solution	is	

a	multi‐year	initiative.	The	pilot	is	set	
to	begin	in	August	of	2012	for	schools	
in	the	five	designated	clusters.	These	
pilot	schools	will	have	access	to	initial	
modules	in	curriculum	and	instruction	
for	language	arts,	mathematics,	sci-
ence,	social	studies,	elementary	visual	
arts,	and	Spanish	I.	In	addition,	all	
schools	in	the	district	will	pilot	an	on-
line	gradebook	module.	Software	and	
programs	that	have	a	direct	impact	on	
teaching	and	learning	will	be	the	initial	
focus	for	eCLASS.	A	lot	of	groundwork	
is	being	laid	now	as	the	district	pilots	
online	textbooks,	scouts	out	digital	
content,	and	works	to	ensure	the	
technology	infrastructure	is	in	place	to	
support	the	eCLASS	environment.

How will the district pay for this 
initiative and upgrades in software 
and hardware? 

eCLASS	and	other	technology	
improvements	will	be	funded	through	
SPLOST	(special	purpose	local	option	
sales	tax)	collections.	After	develop-
ment,	the	costs	for	maintaining	the	
eCLASS	initiative	would	be	included	in	
the	district’s	budget.
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GCPS to align AKS to Common Core State Standards
On	March 1, the	school	system’s	

GEMS	Oversight	Committee—	made	
up	of	GCPS	leaders,	school	staff,	and	
community	members—	will	review	
Georgia’s	adopted	Common	Core	State	
Standards	(CCSS),	ensuring	that	the	
CCSS	reflect	a	comprehensive	and	ap-
propriate	curriculum	for	
teaching	and	learning	in	
Gwinnett.	For	the	2012–13	
school	year,	the	district’s	
Academic	Knowledge	and	
Skills	(AKS)	will	be	aligned	
to	the	state-adopted	CCSS	
in	the	areas	of	mathemat-
ics	(K–9),	language	arts	

(K–12),	and	literacy	standards	in	
science,	social	studies,	and	technical	
education	for	middle	and	high	school	
students.	Students	in	grades	10–12	dur-
ing	2012–13	will	complete	their	math-
ematics	sequence	based	on	the	current	
Georgia	Performance	Standards.	

Many	states	collaborated	in	devel-
oping	the	CCSS,	identifying	the	key	
concepts	necessary	for	success	in	college	
and	careers.	The	state’s	Common	Core	
is	a	natural	fit	with	Gwinnett’s	rigor-
ous,	world-class	AKS	curriculum	and	
its	long-standing	focus	on	problem-
solving,	technical	reading	and	writing,	
and	integrating	content	areas.	The	CCSS	
emphasizes	problem-solving	and	a	
conceptual	understanding	of	mathemat-
ics	operations,	as	well	as	reading	and	
writing	in	the	content	areas.	Watch	for	
more	about	the	Common	Core	State	
Standards	in	future	publications	and	
online.

Mark Your Calendar

Each	spring,	the	Gwinnett	County	
Board	of	Education	goes	on	the	road,	
meeting	once	in	each	Board	member’s	
district.	The	meetings	are	a	time	for	the	
School	Board	to	share	information	with	
the	public	and	for	citizens	to	discuss	edu-
cation	topics	with	their	elected	officials.	

As	a	result	of	the	2010	U.S.	Cen-
sus,	new	electoral	district	lines	were	
required	to	be	drawn	for	the	School	
Board.	The	area	meetings	are	organized	
by	these	new	Board	districts.	

Note:	The	change	in	electoral	district	
lines	does	not	affect	attendance	zones	for	
schools	or	boundaries	for	clusters.	Find	
the	new	boundary	lines	on	the	GCPS	
website	at	www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us.	

All	Area	Board	Meetings	begin	at		
7	p.m.	in	the	host	school’s	theater,	with	
refreshments	served	at	6:30	p.m.	Meet-
ings	are	scheduled	for	the	following	
dates	and	locations:
 March 27: District	IV,	

South Gwinnett High

 March 29: District	I,	Dacula High

 April 10: District	II,	
Collins Hill High

 April 12: District	V,	
Meadowcreek High

 April 17: District	III, Duluth High

Important news, dates, and messages from GWINNETT COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Winter 2012

Register online for summer  
classes through June 4

Online	registration	is	open	for	high	
school	summer	classes	through June 4:
•	 Face-to-face summer classes	(June 12–

July 11)	will	be	offered	at	three	loca-
tions—	Mountain View High, Peachtree 

Ridge High, and South Gwinnett High. 
Students	may	register	online	at		
www.mypaymentsplus.com,	or	in	per-
son	at	Peachtree Ridge High on	May 31.

•	 Online summer classes	(June 11–July 
10)	will	be	offered	through	Gwinnett 

County Online Campus (GOC).	Register	
at	www.gwinnettonlinecampus.com.	
Both	programs	will	follow	a	Monday-

to-Thursday	schedule,	with	a	July 4	
holiday.

Attend Area Board Meetings
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Bulletin Board
Awards and honors abound

Gwinnett’s students, staff members, and 
schools garner their share of attention… 
national	kudos	for	the	district’s	Farm-to-
School	nutrition	initiative	and	leadership	
in	energy	efficiency;	renewal	of	district-
wide	accreditation;	state	awards	for	
outstanding	social	studies	programs;		
19	AP	Honors	Schools	and	more	than	
2,500	students	earning	AP	honors;	stu-
dent	winners	in	international	media	and	
art	competitions;	industry	certification	
in	marketing	for	schools;	national	recog-
nition	for	students	for	literary	magazine,	
art,	music,	and	language	arts;	a	Georgia	
School	of	Excellence;	33	Georgia	Title	I	
Distinguished	Schools;	35	schools	earn-
ing	state	honors	for	achievement	gains	
and	high	performance;	state	cham-
pionships	for	student	teams	in	math,	
science,	and	athletics;	staff	members	
honored	at	the	national	and	state	levels	
in	math,	foreign	language,	music,	and	
art;	student	and	staff	leaders	in	the	state	
and	community;	and	grants	from	busi-
nesses,	foundations,	and	government	to	
support	teaching	and	learning.

2012–13 calendar available
The	first	day	of	school	for	Gwinnett	

students	is	Aug. 6.	The	2012–13	school	
calendar	is	available	now	at	www.gwin-
nett.k12.ga.us. 

State issues amended AYP
With	results	of	appeals,	summer	

graduates,	and	retest	scores	for	state-re-
quired	promotion	and	graduation	tests,	
the	Georgia	Department	of	Education	
recently	amended	2011	Adequate	Yearly	
Progress	(AYP)	Reports.	Four	Gwinnett	
schools	previously	not	making	AYP—	
Ferguson Elementary, Creekland Middle, 

McConnell Middle,	and	Duluth High—	met	
state	standards	with	the	amended	data.	
Of	the	126	Gwinnett	Schools	required	
to	meet	state	standards,	104	schools	
(82.5%)	made	AYP.	For	2010–11,	state	
standards	rose	dramatically,	resulting	
in	a	handful	of	schools	not	making	
AYP,	usually	missing	the	mark	by	a	few	
students	on	as	few	as	one	or	two	indica-
tors.	Most	of	the	schools	not	making	
AYP	did	not	face	any	consequences	as	
the	schools	met	standards	the	previous	
year.	See the story on page 8 about the 
state’s NCLB waiver. 

GCPS names 2012 top teacher
A	diagnosis	of	dyslexia	when	she	was	

a	teenager	and	two	dedicated	teachers	
who	helped	her	overcome	her	learn-
ing	disability	paved	the	way	for	Jennifer 

Dunn	to	become	a	5th	grade	teacher	at	
Pharr Elementary	and	the	2012	Gwinnett	
County	Teacher	of	the	Year	(TOTY).	

In	November,	Ms.	Dunn	was	named	
GCPS’	top	teacher	as	well	as	Elementary	
School	Teacher	of	the	Year.	Orchestra	
teacher Sarah Black of	North Gwinnett Mid-

dle	is	this	year’s	Middle	School	Teacher	
of	the	Year.	Aundrea Muth, who	teaches	
Political	Systems	and	AP	Government	
at	Mill Creek High,	is	the	system’s	TOTY	
at	the	high	school	level.	

The	other	three	finalists	were	Lindsey 

Cafarella of	Peachtree Ridge High, Keri Beth 

Tidmore Jones	of	Dacula Middle,	and	Brit-

tany Palazzo	of	Mulberry Elementary.	The	
six	finalists	were	selected	from	a	pool	
of	25	semifinalists	and	122	local	school	
Teachers	of	the	Year.	

Key budget dates set
Upcoming	dates	in	the	budget	devel-

opment	calendar:
 April 23: Superintendent’s	Recom-

mended	Budget	available	for	
public	review

 May 10: First	public	budget	hearing

 May 17: Second	public	hearing,	final	
budget	adoption,	and	adop-
tion	of	tentative	millage	rate

	 June: Final	adoption	of	millage	rate

Watch	for	the	recommended	budget	
and	additional	budget	information	
online.

Use Parent Portal to follow 
your student’s progress

The	Parent Portal	gives	you	access	
to	key	school	information	safely	and	
securely,	anytime	from	anyplace.	All	
you	need	is	a	computer	with	an	Internet	
connection	and	a	user	ID	and	pass-
word.	New	this	spring,	you	can	review	
summary	information	about	your	stu-

dent’s library materials	and	textbooks	(and	
any	related	fines	or	refunds)	as	well	as	
the	current balance in your student’s Meal 

Pay account.	

On	the	Portal,	you	also	can:
•	 Find	scores/grades	for	projects,	tests,	

homework,	and	quizzes	for	current	
courses,	including	missing	work;

•	 Access	an	overview	of	your	student’s	
grades,	attendance,	discipline	record,	
and	program	information;	

•	 See	your	student’s	course	history;	and
•	 Review	your	student’s	results	for	

standardized	tests,	with	links	for	more	
information	about	the	tests.	
If	you	haven’t	registered	for	

the	Parent	Portal,	don’t	miss	
out.	Contact	your	local	school	
for	details.	(go2.gwinnett.k12.ga.us ) 

Pharr Elementary’s Jennifer Dunn reacts 
to the announcement that she is the 
county’s 2012 Teacher of the Year. 
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In the next issue… 
In	the	next	issue	of	Communiqué,	we’ll	be	celebrating	

this	year’s	successes.	Look	for	profiles	from	classrooms	
around	the	county;	a	salute	to	our	valedictorians;	a	story	
on	the	impact	of	high	expectations	and	positive	behavior	
on	learning;	how	a	balanced	literacy	approach	promotes	
lifelong	readers	and	writers;	a	photo	essay	on	Gwinnett’s	
biggest-ever	Science	Fair	and	Career	Expo;	and	more!

Communiqué is produced by Gwinnett County Public Schools’ 
Department of Communications and Media Relations. Thanks 
to the staff, students, and administrators who helped us tell 
their stories in this issue. Special thanks to Lisa Hopper for 
many of the photographs. Tell us what you think. Click here to 
take a brief survey about Communiqué.


