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Chesney Elementary to host international exchange visit  
 

     Chesney Elementary welcomes an international group from Costa Rica on Tuesday, 

October 17, as part of a world-class international exchange organized by one of its teachers.  

     The visiting group includes a school principal and two elementary level students from 

Guadalupe School in Liberia, Costa Rica. Chesney Elementary teacher Jeimy Soto, an 

international exchange teacher from Costa Rica, organized the visit for the group from her 

home school and native country. Ms. Soto is teaching in Gwinnett as a participant in the VIF 

program (Visiting International Faculty Program.) As part of the learning exchange, Ms. Soto 

and other Chesney staff members will visit Guadalupe School in Costa Rica next summer. 

     The U.S visit is a first for the Costa Rican students. The second and sixth graders are 

members of the student council at Guadalupe School and they will spend the day with the 

students in Ms. Soto’s class. The children will learn about each other’s schools, curriculum, 

language, and culture. “My school, Chesney Elementary, is a world-class school and I believe 

VIF teachers provide our students and our communities with a global vision,” says teacher 

Jeimy Soto. “I believe this experience is going to have a positive impact on our students' lives 

by showing them education is the key to success in a global world.” 

     Ms. Soto is in her second year as a teacher of English to Speakers of Other Languages 

(ESOL) with Gwinnett County Public Schools. This school year, 58 VIF educators are 

teaching in Gwinnett. The teachers come from a number of countries including Argentina, the 

Bahamas, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, France, Ireland, 

Jamaica, New Zealand, Peru, the Philippines, Spain, United Kingdom, and Venezuela.  

     Members of the media interested in visiting Chesney Elementary on Tuesday, October 17, 

or learning more about Gwinnett’s VIF educators should make their requests through the 

office of Communication and Media Relations.  
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