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OTHER LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
In addition to the variety of courses in the curriculum, Gwinnett County offers on-campus and off-campus programs 
to meet the varied needs of students.

Advanced Placement Program

Advanced Placement (AP) classes are college-level courses 
taught during the regular high school day by specially 
trained high school teachers. A wide range of AP courses 
is offered at Gwinnett high schools and through Gwinnett 
Online Campus. 

AP courses offer students more rigorous coursework and 
additional academic challenges. Optional subject-specific 
AP exams are given at the end of the school year and are 
graded by the College Board. Many colleges either award 
college credit for students passing the exams or allow a 
student to be exempt from certain courses. (Please note: 
Some colleges do not honor AP credit. Students should 
check with their college of choice.) Learn more about AP 
testing on page 17 and find more on available courses on 
page 36.

Dual Enrollment: Accel Program and  
Move On When Ready (MOWR)
A dual enrollment program allows students to earn both 
high school and college credit simultaneously. Gwinnett 
students have two dual-enrollment options— Accel and 
Move On When Ready. The programs are similar but have 
a number of differences. See the chart below for a compari-
son of the programs.

Note: Students enrolled in designated courses offered 
through Phoenix High, Maxwell High School of Technol-
ogy, and the Grayson High Technical Education Program 
may qualify for college credit or advanced placement 
through an Articulated Agreement between their high 
school and a postsecondary institution. Students must 
pass the college’s qualifying exam in order to earn college 
credit or placement. Articulated college-level courses are 
taught by teachers at the high school.

Accel Program Move On When Ready
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Credit earned Students simultaneously earn credit toward their high school diploma and college credit toward a certifi-
cate, diploma, or degree.

Other  
requirements

Students must… 
• Meet GCPS’ testing requirements for graduation— participate in state End of Course Tests for desig-

nated courses and pass courses requiring an EOCT, pass the Georgia High School Writing Test, and  
pass GCPS’ High School Gateway;

• Be a legal resident of Georgia, enrolled in a public school the prior school year; and
• Maintain satisfactory academic progress.
Note: Students must meet certain requirements to maintain extracurricular eligibility and eligibility for 
honor graduate, or class ranking as valedictorian (top student in class) or salutatorian (second in class). 
Talk to your counselor to learn more.

HOPE  
Scholarship 
hours cap

Credit hours will not count toward the limit of hours paid for by the HOPE Scholarship or the HOPE 
Grant.
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Expenses Covered: College tuition, mandatory fees, and a 
small book allowance

Not Covered: Transportation and living expenses 
(housing, meals, etc.)

Covered: College tuition and mandatory fees

Not Covered: Book allowance, transportation, and 
living expenses (housing, meals, etc.)

Eligible  
students

Grades 9–12. Student must apply and be admitted 
to an eligible postsecondary institution.

Grades 11–12. Student must apply and be admitted  
to an eligible postsecondary institution.

College status Full- or part-time. Student may take classes at 
both the college and the high school.

Full-time only (12 or more hours). Students attend 
classes on the college campus and do not take classes 
at the high school.

Available 
courses

Courses on state-approved Accel list that meet 
high school graduation requirements—Core 
classes (language arts, mathematics, science, 
social studies) and foreign language.

Courses on state-approved MOWR list that meet 
high school graduation requirements, including 
academic, career technical, fine arts, and elective 
classes. Approved online college courses also are 
accepted.


