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Gwinnett School Board recognizes students for earning state 
and national honors   
Simpson Elementary, Collins Hill High, Meadowcreek High, and Parkview 
High students saluted 
 
     Members of the Gwinnett County Board of Education shook many hands and 

patted many backs at the regular monthly Board meeting on May 8, as they  

congratulated a number of students for their most recent accomplishments. Among 

the students recognized were the following: 

                   Simpson Elementary  
Simpson Elementary’s “Continental Math League Team” won first-place in the 
state competition. The Continental Math League is a problem-solving competition 
that allows students to compete with other students on the same grade level from 
schools all over the United States. The competition is made up of five tests given 
during the school day at various times throughout the year. Each test consists of six 
questions and takes 30 minutes to complete. All students can participate. The top 
six scores from each school for each test are sent to the Continental Math League. 
Simpson Elementary’s 12-member team of 5th graders also took top honors for the 
11-state region, and placed seventh in the nation. 
   
Collins Hill High 
The artwork of Collins Hill High 11th grader Soo Kim will be part of an exhibit in  
Washington, D.C., having earned first-place in the state and designation as Best of 
Show in the “Junior Duck Stamp Contest,” sponsored by the U.S. Fish and Game 
Department. Accompanying her at the May School Board meeting were her art 
teachers, Catherine Vatalaro and Karen Campbell, along with Principal Glenn 
McFall. 
 
Meadowcreek High  
Five Meadowcreek High students certainly have the recipe for success. As part of 
the school’s Culinary Team, they earned first place in the 2008 Georgia ProStart 
Culinary Arts Competition and represented Georgia in the national competition in 
San Diego last month. The award-winning student chefs are Camly Nguyen, 
Sandra Clavijo, Marisol Leal, Evelyn Narvaez, and Linh Nguyen. Principal Bob 
Jackson thanked Richard Hurst, executive chef at Lenbrook in Buckhead, and his 
wife Aixa (who also is a chef and graduate of Meadowcreek High) who served as 
the team’s mentors. Lenbrook and the Compass Group (which owns Lenbrook) 
donated almost $9,000 toward funding the students’ trip to California and also 
established a chef internship program with Meadowcreek High to mentor future 
chefs. Meadowcreek High students were recognized for demonstrating outstanding 
industry-based skills during both the state and national competitions. Debbie Grant 
is the culinary teacher for Meadowcreek High.  
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                   Parkview High  

A team of Parkview High students was saluted on its first-place finish in the 
Metro-Atlanta WorldQuest Competition, held at Georgia State University and 
sponsored by the Southern Center for International Studies. The winning team of  
Mehreen Iqbal, Sam Kim, Ian Nurse and William Tran advanced to the national 
finals in Washington, D.C. During a three-day weekend competition, sponsored by 
the World Affairs Council, the team competed against students from around the 
country. Academic WorldQuest is a team competition that tests students’ 
knowledge of international affairs, geography, history, culture, and current events. 
Topics this year included international law, UN peace-keeping organizations, 
worldwide elections, Great Decisions articles, and people in the news. This is the 
second year that a Parkview High team has represented Georgia in national 
WorldQuest competition. Teams from Mill Creek High and Gwinnett School of 
Mathematics, Science, and Technology rounded out the top three spots in the state. 
Parkview High social studies teacher Regina Loveridge was the team’s coach. 
 
 
 

Students honored during the May Board meeting were joined by family 

members, their teachers, and school administrators. 
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