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Gwinnett High Schools Receive Advanced Placement Support 

     Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) students with financial need will receive a boost this spring 

through generous support from three prominent Gwinnett corporate partners; Cisco Systems, Primerica 

Financial Services, and Scana Energy. More than $46,500 in funding support is being sent to Gwinnett 

high schools from these companies through the GCPS Foundation Fund, Inc. to offset the cost of 

Advanced Placement (AP) exams administered by the National College Board. 

     “We are pleased to be able to open doors for students with financial need and see the AP program as 

providing a strategic advantage that contributes to post-secondary success,” says Karen Fine Saltiel, 

executive vice president with Primerica. 

     According to the National College Board, research shows the rigor of AP courses is an indicator of 

future college success. Studies have shown that 45 percent of students who take one AP course and exam 

in high school graduate on time from college, and 61 percent of students who take two or more AP exams 

graduate on time. By way of contrast, only 29 percent of other college students earn a bachelor’s degree 

within four years. 

     There are more than 30 different college-level courses and exams provided in Gwinnett County. AP 

courses provide students with the opportunity to earn college credit and stand out in the college 

admissions process. AP is accepted by more than 3,600 colleges and universities worldwide for college 

credit on the basis of successful AP exam grades. 

     Earlier this school year, the Georgia Department of Education recognized Gwinnett’s high schools as 

AP Honor Schools for challenging students with rigorous AP coursework. In addition, the 2011 College 

Board AP Scholar Report shows that during the 2010-2011 school year, 2,552 Gwinnett students earned 

the AP Scholar honor, a College Board recognition for high performance on college-level work while in 

high school. That’s an increase from the 2,263 GCPS students who earned the title the previous school 

year. 
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     The Gwinnett schools which will benefit from this generous donation include all 18 traditional high 

schools and five special entities including two of the district’s charter schools—Archer High; Berkmar 

High; Brookwood High; Central Gwinnett High; Collins Hill High; Dacula High; Duluth High; 

Grayson High; Lanier High; Meadowcreek High; Mill Creek High; Mountain View High; Norcross 

High; North Gwinnett High; Parkview High; Peachtree Ridge High; Shiloh High; South Gwinnett 

High; and GIVE Center East; GIVE Center West; Gwinnett Online Campus; Gwinnett School of 

Mathematics, Science, and Technology; and Phoenix High.  
 

The GCPS Foundation is a non-profit 501(c) (3) charitable organization dedicated to providing financial resources 
to enrich and extend education in Gwinnett County Public Schools. To become a partner or learn more, contact 

Kelly Herndon, the Foundation’s executive director, at 678-301-6077, or visit www.gcps-foundation.org
 


