
 

N  E  W  S     R  E  L  E  A  S  E 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 10, 2008 
Contact: Communication and Media Relations, 678-301-6020 
 

Gwinnett County Board of Education discusses legislative issues, 
opposing any legislation that would negatively affect GCPS 
 
       As a prelude to the 2008 session of the Georgia General Assembly, the 

Gwinnett County Board of Education dedicated a portion of its January 10 work 

session to a discussion of legislative issues. Of particular concern to school 

boards statewide are the various tax reform efforts being proposed.  

       Members of Gwinnett’s School Board have clearly stated that they are not 

opposed to tax reform itself; however, they oppose any legislation before the 

Georgia General Assembly that would negatively affect local funding options 

for Gwinnett County Public Schools. Specifically, the Board opposes any tax 

reform initiatives that would:  

•  Erode local control over school funding; 

•  Replace a stable funding source (property taxes) with an unstable one 

(sales taxes); and 

•  Potentially jeopardize school systems’ long-term bond financing now and 

in the future. 

 

       The Gwinnett County Board of Education is not alone in raising these 

concerns. As a member of the Georgia Education Coalition (GEC), Gwinnett 

County Public Schools joins eight other large, growing public school systems in 

speaking out today on the tax reform issue. GEC was established in 2007 as a 

means for member districts to address critical fiscal and policy issues of mutual 

concern. 

       “This issue has significant ramifications for us and for schools statewide, so  

it is imperative for citizens to understand what is being proposed and how it 

will affect local education,” says CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin Wilbanks. “GEC 

is drawing attention to the tax reform issue to encourage citizens to 

communicate their questions and concerns with their legislators.” 
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       GEC member districts include Cherokee, Cobb, Coweta, Fayette, Fulton, 

Gwinnett, Henry, Savannah-Chatham, and Cartersville City, systems educating 

approximately 30 percent of Georgia’s public school students. The coalition 

was established to allow its nine member systems to address the critical fiscal 

and policy issues that are common concerns to all districts. The intent of the 

GEC is to serve as a vehicle for discussion of issues of mutual concern and for 

communicating about those issues with elected state leaders in a unified voice. 

       Items of concern to all GEC member districts have been embedded in each 

district’s legislative priorities for 2008 and are a part of discussions local 

system leaders are having with their area legislators. The Gwinnett County 

Board of Education in its 2008 legislative priorities declared its opposition to 

any change in the tax code that would adversely affect the board’s ability to 

generate local revenue. The document states that “Local boards of education 

should not be restricted by legislation from levying local ad valorem taxes to 

ensure funding for the quality K-12 educational programs their citizens 

demand.” 

 

     GCPS supports the efforts to draw attention to legislative issues affecting 

public schools. To help parents, educators, and citizens learn more about these 

important issues, the Superintendent’s Council of Community Advisors will 

host three meetings next week. These meetings will cover state tax reform 

efforts, key education-related legislation, and the February 5 general obligation 

bond referendum. The meetings will be held from 7 to 8:30 p.m. on the 

following dates: 

January 14, Collins Hill HS Theater 

January 15, Parkview HS Theater 

January 17, Duluth HS Theater 
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Key Points to Consider  
 

• The Gwinnett County Board of Education is not opposed to 
tax reform. 
 

• The School Board is opposed to any change in the tax 
structure that takes away local options and makes local 
citizens more dependent on the state for funding. 
 

• State funding, which accounts for 53% of GCPS’ general fund 
budget, has decreased over the past few years. Reductions over 
a six-year period have resulted in the loss of approximately 
$117 million for Gwinnett County Public Schools. 
 

• The decreased state funding has caused a greater burden on 
local funding to make up for the shortfall. 
 

• Increased costs for transportation, energy, and other major 
expenditures have not been matched with state funding. For 
example, Gwinnett’s cost to provide state-mandated 
transportation services in FY2008 is $60.5 million, of which 
the state provides only $6.9 million (remaining local cost = 
$53.5 million). 
 

• Local dollars allow Gwinnett County Public Schools to pay for 
extracurricular programs and to supplement teacher pay. 
 

• Bond financing continues to be an important financial resource 
for systems challenged by fast growth. Local school systems’ 
ability to acquire bond financing should not be jeopardized by 
state legislation. 
 

• If bonds are allowed, but require more steps and a higher 
standard of voter approval, they will become more difficult 
and costly to secure. 


