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DOE salutes Gwinnett nutrition professionals 
 
     The Georgia Department of Education (DOE) has taken notice of the practices 

employed by the professionals who plan, prepare, and serve Gwinnett County 

Public Schools (GCPS) students with breakfast and lunch every day. The Georgia 

DOE has recognized the school district’s School Nutrition Program (SNP) with two 

“Best Practices” awards for the school system’s commitment to providing students 

with healthy and nutritious meal choices. 

     GCPS was the winner of …  

 The “Georgia USDA Best Practice Award for Promoting a Healthy School 
Environment”  
 
GCPS’ School Nutrition Program (SNP) earned this recognition as a result of 

its many different initiatives to provide healthy meals to Gwinnett students. 

In addition to its vegetarian line and all-natural products, the district also 

contributes to creating a healthy environment with its ongoing Nutrition 

Education and Training (NEAT) project. The program, implemented at each 

Gwinnett school, educates and encourages students about making healthy 

choices. 

 

 The “Georgia USDA Best Practice Award for Increasing Participation in 
School Lunch” 
 
GCPS’ School Nutrition Program (SNP) earned this award for making school 

lunch available to students at Phoenix High, an open campus special entity 

which does not operate a cafeteria and therefore could not provide meal 

service to its students in the past. The school district recently installed new 

vending machines at the school, allowing it to provide Phoenix High students 

with the same nutritious and healthy meals that other students enjoy at 

traditional schools. As a result, Phoenix High has seen a 14.9% increase in 

student participation since the vending machines were installed. Overall, 

81.1% of Gwinnett students ate lunch at school during the 2009-2010 school 

year, that’s more than a 2% increase from the 79% participation rate during 

the 2008-09 school year. 

--more-- 



     About 1,600 SNP employees provide these award-winning services to Gwinnett 

children across the school district. During the 2009-10 school year, 117 Gwinnett 

schools served breakfast daily, while 118 served lunch. 
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