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Board approves names for three new elementary schools 
 

     In August 2007, three new elementary schools will open in Gwinnett County. To 

prepare for these openings, the Gwinnett County Board of Education implemented its 

school naming process last month. School naming committees were formed within 

the cluster/area where each new school will be built. These committees were charged 

with the task of developing a list of recommended names to submit to the 

superintendent.  

     In making their recommendations, the committees gave consideration to:  

• Individuals who have made a significant social contribution (If an individual 
name is proposed, only the last name will symbolize the official name.)  

• Names of communities served by the school  

• Roads  

• Landmarks  

• Geographical locations in the proximity of the school 
     Individuals and organizations of Gwinnett County were able to submit names at 

the local elementary schools within the clusters where the new schools will be built 

and via forms that were available on the school system’s Web site.  

 
     Based on the committees’ recommendations, CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin 

Wilbanks recommended and the Board of Education adopted the following names: 

Lovin Elementary, Patrick Elementary, and Mulberry Elementary. 

 
Lovin Elementary School 
     The new school in the Grayson/Dacula area, which will be located at 1705 New 

Hope Road in Lawrenceville, will be named Lovin Elementary School in honor of 

Edwin Lovin. Mr. Lovin, who is deceased, had a 34-year career with Gwinnett 

County Public Schools, serving as a teacher, principal, and associate superintendent. 

His wife was an educator in our system for over 20 years, and his son, daughter, and 

granddaughter have been employed by GCPS. Mr. Lovin also lived on New Hope 

Road where the school is located for 45 years. 
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Patrick Elementary School 
     Patrick Elementary School, a new elementary school in the Mill Creek 

Cluster, will be located at 2707 Kilgore Road in Buford. This school is to be 

named in memory of Mr. Bobby Patrick, the first firefighter to lose his life in the line 

of duty in Gwinnett County on April 14, 2003. Mr. Patrick lived in the Buford area 

for 18 years, he also was an industrial arts teacher at the high school level before 

becoming a firefighter. His wife is a retired educator who served at Sugar Hill 

Elementary.  

 

Mulberry Elementary School 
     The name for the new elementary school in the Dacula area is Mulberry 

Elementary. The school will be located at 442 E. Union Grove Circle in Auburn. 

The proposed name is in honor of the Mulberry community. This community has 

historical significance in the area near the school as evidenced by the naming of the 

Mulberry River and Little Mulberry Park. This is the only school in this group which 

proposed a geographic name rather than a person as the first recommendation. 
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