
Education apps for  
21st century digital learning 
Your student’s smart phone or tablet is good for more than online chats, social network updates, and Angry 
Birds marathons. Try some of these free applications to keep your student learning and productive on the 
go. (Phone platform or web access is indicated in parentheses. At press time, all applications were listed as 
free downloads. Several apps offered premium versions at a price.)

  Access GCPS’ online library with links to reference websites, recommended by level: Go to 
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us and choose Online Research Library from the blue Parents menu.

For productivity and studying…

   
Take notes, snap pictures, record audio to supplement written class notes— and access 
from any connected device. (PC, iPad, iPhone, iTouch, Android, and Blackberry) 

 Flashcards+   Offers access to a database of existing flashcards and allows users to make their 
own. (iPad and iPhone)  

 Flashcards  From Dictionary.com Access sets of cards or make your own. (Android) 

  
Study vocabulary, play educational games, or bone up for SAT or AP exams. 
(PC, iPhone, iPad, iTouch, Android)  

For reading and writing…

 Dictionary and Thesaurus  Offers some 2 million definitions, pronunciation, synonyms, 
antonyms, and more. (iTouch, iPad, iPhone)   

 Lite Build vocabulary. (Android)  

 Free Books –   23,469 classics to go Access to classic novels, autobiographies, letters, 
speeches, and more from great figures in history. Features bookmarking, author 
notes, e-mail to computer and more. Requires Internet access to download books, 
but after downloaded can be read anywhere, even offline. (iPad)  

 books Access 3 million free e-books. (Android). 

For math and science…

 SimplePhysics   Allows users to design and engineer structures using physics principles. 
(iPhone, iPad ) 

 VideoScience   Includes videos of science class experiments for ages 8 and up. (iPhone, iPad )

 Cole’s Calculus Review   Reference app for calculus formulas. (Android)

 Math Ref Offers 600 math formulas, figures, tips, and examples. (iPhone, iPad)  

For social studies…

 History: Maps of the World  Check out this free collection of historical maps. (iPhone, iPad)  

 FactBook Gather stats on every country in the world— from geography and government to 
population and transportation. (Android)  

For fine arts…

 Groovemaker   Create grooves on the go with this sequencing app. (iPad)  

 QuintessArt Museum  Explore 2,500 masterworks in this virtual museum. Appropriate for high 
school art students. (Android)  

An at-home resource for developing 21st century skills

  Khan Academy offers more than 2,400 videos covering the range of K-12 math; 
science topics, including concepts in biology, chemistry, and physics; and history, 
finance, and more. Videos are about 10 minutes long, and, particularly in math, 
may build on previous skills. Practice tests allow students to check and track their 
understanding of concepts learned.  

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/17dd737b9accbdbf852567f40072b8a3/19f83d4ccd32b0cc85256ae9005a157c?OpenDocument&0~QuickLinks
http://www.evernote.com/about/download/
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/flashcards/id408490162?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D2
https://market.android.com/details?id=com.dictionary.flashcards&feature=apps_topselling_free
http://quizlet.com/
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dictionary-com-dictionary/id308750436?mt=8
http://101bestandroidapps.com/app/Vocopedia-lite/1766/
http://itunes.apple.com/app/free-books-23-469-classics/id364612911?mt=8
https://market.android.com/details?id=com.google.android.apps.books&feature=apps_topselling_free
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/simplephysics/id408233979?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/videoscience/id333284085?mt=8
http://101bestandroidapps.com/app/Coles-Calculus-Review/559/
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/math-ref-free/id312756358?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/app/history-maps-of-world/id303282377?mt=8
http://101bestandroidapps.com/app/FactBook/911/
http://www.groovemaker.com/ipad/features/
http://101bestandroidapps.com/app/QuintessArt-Ads/1368/
http://www.khanacademy.org/

